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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour MAkKET. 


' The skilled Jabour market still remains much disturbed by 
strikes, although during the month just passed the number of new 
strikes recorded is less than it has been for a long time, the total 
being only 39 as against 48 in the month preceding. Nor, with 
one exception, are these new etrikes of much numerical importance, 
only small numbers of workmen being concerned in most of them. 
The dispute specially excepted is that of the Durham miners 
against a reduction of wages. This strike in itself directly affects 
some 90,000 men, but as the neighbouring iron-producing districts 
are dependent upon the Durham coal-fields for their supplies of 
coal and coke a large and gradually increasing number of work- 
men in other branches of industry are being indirectly thrown 
out of work by this unfortunate stoppage. 

The strike of engineers on the north-east coast also continues 
to cause considerable interruption to the trade of the district, 
although the non-society men and those belonging to the weaker 
— unions, whose funds are exhausted, are now returning to 
work, 

Apart from these disturbing causes, however, the demand for 
labour during the month has fallen off but very slightly. In some 
cases, especially in the building trades, there is a slight improve- 
ment, and the same may be said of the iron shipbuilding trade, 
which, although not nearly so prosperous as it was a year ago, 
keeps wonderfully steady. The printing and textile trades are 
also slightly better ; but with these exceptions, arising chiefly from 
seasonal causes, there is a general falling off in the demand for 
skilled labour. 
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In all 19 trade unions have sent in their reports, and from these 
it is gathered that out of a total of 252,728 members 14,446 are 
unemployed, being a net increase on the month of 475. The 
proportion per cent. is thus raised from 5°66 in March to 5°7 in 
April. Slight as is this falling off, it yet comes at a season of the 
year when a development of outside employments of all kinds is 
most to be expected, and is thus significant of a gradual falling 
off in the demand for labour, In April 1891 the proportion of 
unemployed was 2°8, and in April 1890 but 1:7. 

The general remarks of the unions reporting show that 4 think 
trade is “ good,” 12 that it is moderate,” and 3 that it is “ bad,” 


Tue UNITED STATES AND RUSSIAN JEWS, 


The statements which were made a few weeks ago as to the 
likelihood of a large immigration of Russian Jews during the 
coming season were based mainly on the belief that the United 
States, to which 70,000 went last year, would be closed to them. 
Mr. Balfour stated, in answer to a question by Mr. James 
Lowther in the House of Commons on the Ist April, that the 
Government had reason to doubt the correctness of this belief, 
and were making inquiries on the subject. 

What appears to have been the origin of the belief that the 
United States ports would be closed to the Russian Jews, was not 
any new special law put into force at the American ports which 
prevented the entry of Russian Jews, but about the middle of 
February some arrivals of them were put into quarantine, and the 
steamship companies were required to enter into bonds to take 
back to Europe such as they might convey to America who were 
unfit for entry. This demand appears to have been the cause of 
the steamship companies’ refusal for a short time to book Russian 
Jews. The act was evidently merely that of the health 
authorities. The refusal of the steamship companies only lasted 
for a short time. 

The official information of the Board of Trade is that the 
regulations in force at American ports are exactly the same now 
as they were last year. 


InqUIRY UNDER THE Borner Expnosions ACT. 


Boiler Explosion at Burnley—aA formal investigation was held 
at the Town Hall, Burnley, en the 31st March and 1st April, 
into the causes and circumstances attending the explosion of a 
boiler at the King Street Soap Works on the 4th March. 

The boiler, a vertical one, was made in 1887, and it was pur- 
chased by the owner in 1890 from a broker and no examination 
was then made of it. In March 1891 the boiler was insured, and 
in April it was thoroughly examined by the insurance companys 
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inspector. Serious defects were discovered and they were duly 
reported to the owner. He continued to work the boiler for 
some months, and then had it tested by hydraulic pressure to 
165 lbs. 

No repairs were effected, and the owner continued to work the 
boiler until it exploded owing to the crown plate of the fire-box 
giving way at the root of the uptake. 

The court found that the boiler-maker who made the hydraulic 
test was incompetent to fill any position of responsibility. He 
never examined tke boiler before applying the test; he assumed 
that he could apply a test equal to three times the working 

ressure, and that the boiler was safe because it did not burst. 
hey considered that he was ignorant and reckless and that he 
was to blame. 

The court found the owner also to blame. He purchased the 
boiler without having had any examination made ; he insured it, 
as he said, for the purpose of having it examined ; he ignored the 
recommendations of the insurance company as to repairs; and 
although he was told that the boiler was unsafe, he disregarded 
the caution given to him. 

The court found that the explosion was owing to corrosion on 
the fire side and grooving on the water side of the crown of the 
fire-box, aggravated by the hydraulic test which had been 
applied. 

The person who applied the test was a journeyman boiler- 
maker or working man, and no order for costs was made against 
him. 

Having regard to the fact that the owner was in a small way of 
business, that his own property and that of another person was 
damaged, and that he was responsible for the damage, the court 
ordered him to pay only 50/. towards the costs and expenses of 
the investigation. 


Boarp or TRADE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY, 


The Board of Trade have awarded their bronze medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea to Patrick Rooney, master of the 
fishing boat “Bonnie Jane,” in recognition of his services in 
rescuing the crew of the fishing boat “ St. Patrick,” which capsized 
“ws Neweastle, county Down, Ireland, on the 15th February 
ast. 

The Board have also awarded a sum of 2/. each to those men 
who agcompanied him in the boat; namely,—Charles McClelland 
Pe Paul, Henry McClelland, James Rooney, and James 

urphy. 

The Board of Trade have awarded silver shipwreck medals and 
asum of 3/. each to Joseph Forest, Frangois Melin, and Jean 
Marie Daouben, fishermen of Landemvey, in the province of 
Bretagne, France, in recognition of their humanity and kindness. 
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in rescuing Mr. T. Kelk, chief officer and sole survivor of the 
steamship “Prince Soltykoff,” of Cardiff, which foundered off 
Ushant on the 13th December 1891. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. 
Cobden Evans, master of the barque “ Forfarshire,” of Glasgow, 
in recognition of his humanity and kindness to the crew of the 
barque “ Mountain Laurel,” of Liverpool, whom he rescued 
during a heavy gale in Valparaiso Bay, on the 6th July 1891. 

The Board have also made the following awards to those who 
manned the rescuing boat, namely :—Silver medals for gallantry 
in saving life at sea to Frank William Macdonald, mate ; Duncan 
McDiarmid, 2nd mate; Thomas Wilkie, extra 2nd mate; and 
bronze medals for gallantry in saving life at sea, and a sum of 21. 
each to George Tocher and John Nick, seamen. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their bronze medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea to Charles Sullivan and Josegh 
Pearce, commissioned boatmen, at Orford Haven life-savinp 
apparatus station, for their gallant and praiseworthy conduct at 
the wreck of the “ Ariel,” of Goole, on the 11th November 1891. 

Communication with the “ Ariel” was effected by the rocket 
apparatus, but the crew were too exhausted to make use of it. 

Sullivan and Pearce volunteeied to attempt to get on board the 
vessel by means of the rocket line, and succeeded in doing so, 
although at great risk to their lives, owing to the heavy sea that 
was running at the time. They then worked the rocket apparatus, 
and sent all the crew of the “ Ariel” safely on shore. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Captain 
J. W. Balch, master of the American ship “ John A. Briggs,” in 
recognition of his humanity and kindness to the shipwrecked 
crew of the barquentine “ Cardiganshire,” of London, which was 
abandoned in the North Atlantic on the 17th February 1892. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to 
Mr. Fritz Kahler, master of the German barque “ Plus,” of 
Hamburg, in recognition of his kindness and humanity to the 
shipwrecked crew of the barque“ Michael Hutchinson,” of 
Liverpool, which was abandoned off Cape Horn on the 5th 
October 1891. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their silver medal for 
humanity in saving life at sea to Mr. Wm. Christie, master of the 
steamship “ Norwegian,” of Glasgow, in recognition of his services. 
in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the steamship “ Devonshire,” 
of London, which was abandoned in the North Atlantic on the 
9th October last. 

The Board of Trade have also awarded their silver medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea to Mr. William White, chief officer 
of the “ Norwegian,” who was in command of the boats of that 
vessel which rescued the shipwrecked men, and their bronze medal, 
and a sum of 2/., to each of the men who accompanied him in the 
boat, namely :— 

Malcolm McDonald, Roderick Campbell, James Noble, William 
T. Carter, John McDonald, John McSwain, Kenneth Mathieson 
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Allan McLachlan, Alexander McLennan, Norman McDonald, 
William McNeil, John Rennie, Charles Stephens, and John 
Sinclair. 


Sea Fisnertes Act, 1868. (Swansea FisHery ORDER, 1883.) 


The following is a copy of the certificate of determination of 
the right of regulating an oyster and mussel fishery hitherto 
vested in the Local Board of Oystermouth :— 

The Board of Trade, by virtue of the powers conferred upon 
them by the Sea Fisheries Act, 1868, and otherwise hereby 
certify that they are not satisfied that the grantees under the 
“ Swansea Fishery Order, 1883,” are properly carrying into effect 
and enforcing the restrictions and regulations, and levying the 
tolls made or imposed by or by virtue of the said Order. 

Signed and sealed by order of the said Board, this 16th day of 
March 1892. 

(Signed) A. D. Brrrineton, 
An Assistant Secretary to the 
Board of Trade, 


Sea Fisnertres Act, 1868, (Swansea FisHeRY ORDER, 1892.) 


“The Swansea Fishery Order, 1871,” confirmed by the Oyster 
and Mussel Fisheries Orders Confirmation Act, 1871 (No. 2), has 
been amended and is practically superseded by an order conferring 
on the local fisheries committee of the Glamorgan Sea Fisheries. 
District the power of regulating the oyster and mussel fishery 
referred to in the certificate quoted on page 380. 

By section 1, the following are the limits of the fishery 
comprised in the order :— 

All those parts of the bed of the sea lying below the line of 
extreme low water mark of spring tides for the time being and 
comprised within the following imaginary lines, namely :— 

(1.) A straight line drawn true south, from the east end of 
Worms Head Island to a point true east of Helwick Light Vessel. 

(2.) A line drawn straight from the last mentioned point to a 
point three miles true south from Port Eynon Head, thence con- 
tinued straight to the navigation buoy south of White Oyster 
Ledge, and thence straight to Sker Point. 

By section 3, dredging for oysters or mussels is prohibited in any 
part of the fishery during the months of May, June, July, and 
August in any year, and also in March, April, September, October, 
and November in that portion of the fishery which lies east of a 
straight line drawn from the said navigation buoy to the lighthouse 
at Mumbles Head. 

By section 4 the removal of cultch or of oysters or mussels 
under certain sizes is prohibited. 
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By section 5 the grantees are empowered to make byelaws 
with a view to regulating and otherwise protecting the fishery. 

According to sections 6 and 7, dredging boats are required to be 
licensed and to pay tolls at the rates of 21s. for every vessel or 
boat for the season, 7s. for a period of three months, and 10s. for 
every dredge exceeding two in number used by any vessel or 
boat. 

Sect. 8 stipulates that tolls may be revised by the grantees with 
the consent of the Board of Trade. 

By section 10 the grantees have power to appoint water- 
bailiffs. 

Section 11, which deals with the application of moneys. is as 
follows :— 

All moneys certified by the Board of Trade to be remaining at 
the date of the confirmation of this Order in the possession of the 
Urban Sanitary Authority for the district of Oystermouth, by 
virtue of the provisions of the Swansea Fishery Orders, 1871 and 
1883, shall be forthwith paid, and all books, accounts, and 
documents relating to the fishery shall be forthwith delivered by 
the said authority to the grantees ; and such moneys and all other 
moneys to be received by the grantees under the provisions of 
this Order, shall be applied and expended by them in putting into 
force the provisions of this Order, and of Part III. of the Sea 
Fisheries Act, 1868, and in the general maintenance and improve- 
ment of the fishery. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have passed 
the examination provided for in the 11th section of the Weights 
and Measures Act, 1889. 


Barclay, George - - - Lanarkshire. 
Burt, George - - - Aidrie, Burgh. 
George, Charles - - - Kincarcineshire. 
Lamb, Benjamin Frederick - - Bradford. 
Linneg, William = - - - Stockport. 
Miller, William - - - Renfrew, Burgh, 
Newbould, Herbert - - - Sheffield. 

Peart, William - Darlington. 
Turner, David Henry’ - - - Rotherham 


ABOLITION OF THE ITALIAN CONSULAR AGENCY AT PENZANCE. 


A communication, dated the 29th March, has been received 
from the Foreign Office to the effect that a note had been received 
from the Italian Ambassador at this Court notifying the abolition 
of the Italian Consular Agency at Penzance. 


| | 
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GREEK REGULATIONS RESPECTING BiLLs oF HEALTH. 


A communication, dated the 29th March, has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, to the effect that the 
North of England Steamship Owners’ Association recently com- 
plained to the Marquis of Salisbury that a British steamship, the 
* Stelvio,” from Spezzia to Ergasteria in Greece, had been put 
into quarantine for five days at the latter port, on the ground that 
she was not furnished with a clean bill of health from the 
Greek consular officer at Spezzia as required by the Greek 
regulations. The captain of the vessel alleged that he was 
unable to comply with the regulation as there was no Greek 
consular officer stationed at Spezzia. 

Her Majesty’s Minister at Athens having made a repr2senta- 
tion to the Greek Government they ordered the release: of the 
vessel which is stated to have had a clean Italian bill of health; 
but they pointed out that the regulation required vessels sailing 
from foreign ports at a time of appearance of cholera or any 
other pestilential disease to “be furnished with a certificate from 
“ our consular authorities, and where such do not exist, from the 
“ consulates of other foreign powers,” and that the captain of the 
“ Stelvio” had failed to comply with this requirement. 

The regulation in question, which is contained in the Royal 
Decree of the 28th August 1867, was put in force in December 
last, and a notice was published in the Board of Trade Journal 
for January (p. 107) calling attention to it. 


WARNING AGAINST EmigraTION To Braziv. 


A notice has been issued from the Emigrants’ Information 
Office, 31, Broadway, Westminster, S.W., strongly warning 
intending emigrants not to go to Brazil at the present time. 
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Il—THE NEW FRENCH CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The French Tariff Law of the 11th of January 1892 has now 
been printed and issued to the public, and two translations of 
the aw into English have also been published. The first of 
these is issued by the International Customs Tariffs Bureau, in 
Brussels, and forms No. 22 of the International Customs Journal. 
The second is issued by the Trade and Treaties Committee, and 
is attached to their Seventh Report which has been presented 
to Parliament (C.—6641). 

This latter return gives the duties now leviable under the new 
French general azd minimum tariffs of 1892 in a comparative 
form with those levied under the Conventional Tariff of 1882. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that the duties generally speaking 
have in the new tariff been raised all round. This, if any one 
glances at the comparative statement referred to, is at once 
evident. But another fact will also, at the same time, strike 
the most casual observer, this is, that so many articles now 
specially mentioned in the new tariff did not occur, or were not 
separately distinguished in the tariff of 1882 as not being at 
that time of sufficient importance as articles of commerce to be 
so distinguished ; further, that a large proportion of the articles 
now, for the first time, separately distinguished, are connected 
with recent inventions of art or science, or have come into 
demand in the last decade through being used in some recent 
invention. 

It is now proposed shortly to give in review a list of such 
articles, together with the amouut of import duty allotted to each 
article, and this may be premised by the statement that the duties 
on such articles are high in the majority of cases. It may also be 
here stated that the order of the articles according to the French 
tariff number has been strictly adhered to, and that the duties 
affixed are those of the minimum tariff as being those levied on 
articles of British manufacture. The first of these articles to 
which reference should be made is Margarine, Oleomargarine, and 
all other fatty substances to be used as food (No. 31 of the 
French tariff), such articles will pay 6s. per cwt., over 4d. per lb. 
The next is Wood Pavement (No. 129), which will pay very close 
on 8d. per cwt. Pates de cellulose (No. 168) wood pulped, will pay, 
if treated by mechanical pressure, dry, 5d., or if moist, 24d. per 
ewt., the same article, if treated chemically, will pay 10d. Amongst 
Builders’ materials, Tiles, machine-made (No. 181c) will pay 4d. 
per cwt., and squares of Compressed Cement (No. 186) will pay 
duties varying from 5d. to 1s. 8d. per ewt., according to state. 

Mineral Wax or Ozokerite (No. 194) will pay when crude 4s. 
per cwt., and when refined 16s. Paraffin and Vaseline (No. 199) 
will pay respectively 12s, and 11s, 2d. per ewt. Ether (No. 2662). 
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will also pay 12s. per ewt., and Chloroform (No. 266) 30s. per 
ewt., Collodion (No. 266c) being also taxed 12s. per cwt. 
Pyrolignite (No. 271a) of Lead will pay 1s. 2}d. per cwt., while 
Pyrolignite of Lime will pay 95d. Sulphate and other Salts of 
Quinine will pay 30/ per cwt., or 5s. 4d. per lb. Chemical 
manures, being chemical products to be used in agriculture 
(No. 2812), are to be imported free. Celluloid in lumps, cakes, 
or sheets (No. 2810) will pay 12 10s. per cwt. Charcoal specially 
prepared for electric lights (No. 302) will pay 1/. per cwt. 
Transparent soaps containing alcohol or sugar (No. 311) will pay 
16s. per cwt. Dextrine and other products derived from fecnla 
and starches (No. 3194) will pay 5s, 2d. per cwt. Electric incan- 
descent lamps (No. 361) will pay, if with their mountings, 7/., 
and 14/. per ewt. if without the mountings. Under Tissues of 
Hemp and Flax, Velvets and Plushes of linen forfurniture (No.393a) 
will pay when unbleached 1/. 6s. per cwt., and if bleached, dyed, 
or printed, 12. 17s. 2d. Under Tissues of Cotton, pure unmixed, 
glazed calico stiffened for bindings, for card wares or for fancy 
leather wares will pay, when not embossed, 2/. 12s. per ewt., and 
when embossed, 2/. 16s. Under Tissues of pyre Wool there are 
several new categories, viz. : Mousseline de laine, printed (No. 441a 

which will pay 3/. 4s. per cwt., also Serge de Berry (lasting), 
wool warp and cotton weft, which will pay 3/. per cwt., and 
woollen tissues the warp of which is entirely of silk or silk waste 

but in which the wool predominates in weight (No. 454), which 
will pay 6/. percwt. Under Tissues of Goat’s Hair (mohair), there 
is a new category (No. 456a), viz., warp or weft of cotton, 
astrachans and plushes, seal skin and karakul, and similar articles, 
which will pay, under the new French tariff, 32 12s. per cwt. 
Under Tissues of Silk there is also a fresh category, tissues of 
artificial silk of all sorts (No. 459); these if unmixed with other 
tissues will pay duty as chemical products which contain alcohol, 
while, if mixed with other material, the article will pay the duty 
on the most highly taxed material of which composed. 

Turning to paper, there are also several new categories which 
attract attention ; these are paper hangings (No. 461a) which will 
pay 4s. per ewt. Paper sulphurised (No. 461b) paying 8s. per 
cwt. Photographers’ paper, albuminised (No. 461c), which will 
pay 2/. per cwt. when not sensitised, and double that duty when 
sensitised. Also blacked paper (tracing paper) so-called “ papier 
au charbon ” will pay 12. per ewt. 

There are new categories under the head of cardboard made 
from cellulose or wood pulped (No. 465); these articles when 
moulded, compressed, or hardened will pay 6s. 43d. per cwt. The 
same articles when lacquered or covered with a uniform varnish, 
20s. per cwt., and when decorated with paintings or incrustations, 
4l. per cwt. 

Turning to leather we find a new category for imitation leather 
(cuir factice) (No. 477), which will pay 10s. per cwt. Also 
under manufactures of leather, there is a new category for 
coverings for photographic albums made of leather, (No. 491a), 
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Il—THE NEW FRENCH CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The French Tariff Law of the 11th of January 1892 has now 
been printed and issued to the public, and two translations of 
the aw into English have also been published. The first of 
these is issued by the International Customs Tariffs Bureau, in 
Brussels, and forms No. 22 of the International Customs Journal. 
The second is issued by the Trade and Treaties Committee, and 
is attached to their Seventh Report which has been presented 
to Parliament (C.—6641). 

This latter return gives the duties now leviable under the new 
French general azd minimum tariffs of 1892 in a comparative 
form with those levied under the Conventional Tariff of 1882. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that the duties generally speaking 
have in the new tariff been raised all round. This, if any one 
glances at the comparative statement referred to, is at once 
evident. But another fact will also, at the same time, strike 
the most casual observer, this is, that so many articles now 
specially mentioned in the new tariff did not occur, or were not 
separately distinguished in the tariff of 1882 as not being at 
that time of sufficient importance as articles of commerce to be 
so distinguished ; further, that a large proportion of the articles 
now, for the first time, separately distinguished, are connected 
with recent inventions of art or science, or have come into 
demand in the last decade through being used in some recent 
invention. 

It is now proposed shortly to give in review a list of such 
articles, together with the amouut of import duty allotted to each 
article, and this may be premised by the statement that the duties 
on such articles are high in the majority of cases. It may also be 
here stated that the order of the articles according to the French 
tariff number has been strictly adhered to, and that the duties 
affixed are those of the minimum tariff as being those levied on 
articles of British manufacture. The first of these articles to 
which reference should be made is Margarine, Oleomargarine, and 
all other fatty substances to be used as food (No. 31 of the 
French tariff), such articles will pay 6s. per cwt., over 4d. per lb. 
The next is Wood Pavement (No. 129), which will pay very close 
on 8d. per ewt. Pates de cellulose (No. 168) wood pulped, will pay,. 
if treated by mechanical pressure, dry, 5d., or if moist, 24d. per 
ewt., the same article, if treated chemically, will pay 10d. Amongst 
Builders’ materials, Tiles, machine-made (No. 18ic) will pay 4d. 
per cwt., and squares of Compressed Cement (No. 186) will pay 
duties varying from 5d. to 1s. 8d. per cwt., according to state. 

Mineral Wax or Ozokerite (No. 194) will pay when crude 4s. 
per ewt., and when refined 16s. Paraffin and Vaseline (No. 199) 
will pay respectively 12s. and 11s, 2d. per cwt. Ether (No. 2662). 
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will also pay 12s. per cwt., and Chloroform (No. 266d) 30s. per 
ewt., Collodion (No. 266c) being also taxed 12s. per cwt. 
Pyrolignite (No. 271a) of Lead will pay 1s. 2}d. per cwt., while 
Pyrolignite of Lime will pay 93d. Sulphate and other Salts of 
Quinine will pay 30/ per cwt., or 5s. 4d. per lb. Chemical 
manures, being chemical products to be used in agriculture 
(No. 281a), are to be imported free. Celluloid in lumps, cakes, 
or sheets (No. 2810) will pay 12. 10s. per cwt. Charcoal specially 
prepared for electric lights (No. 302) will pay 1. per cwt. 
Transparent soaps containing alcohol or sugar (No. 311) will pay 
16s. per cwt. Dextrine and other products derived from fecnla 
and starches (No. 3194) will pay 5s, 2d. per cwt. Electric incan- 
descent lamps (No. 361) will pay, if with their mountings, 71, 
and 14/. per cwt. if without the mountings. Under Tissues of 
Hemp and Flax, Velvets and Plushes of linen forfurniture (No0.393a). 
will pay when unbleached 17. 6s. per cwt., and if bleached, dyed, 
or printed, 1/. 17s. 2d. Under Tissues of Cotten, pure unmixed, 
glazed calico stiffened for bindings, for card wares or for fancy 
leather wares will pay, when not embossed, 2/. 12s. per cwt., and 
when embossed, 2/. 16s. Under Tissues of pure Wool there are 
several new categories, viz. : Mousseline de laine, printed (No. 44la 

which will pay 3/. 4s. per cwt., also Serge de Berry (lasting), 
wool warp and cotton weft, which will pay 3/. per cwt., and 
woollen tissues the warp of which is entirely of silk or silk waste 

but in which the wool predominates in weight (No. 454), which 
will pay 6/. perewt. Under Tissues of Goat’s Hair (mohair), there 
is a new category (No. 456a), viz., warp or weft of cotton, 
astrachans and plushes, seal skin and karakul, and similar articles, 
which will pay, under the new French tariff, 32 12s. per cwt. 
Under Tissues of Silk there is also a fresh category, tissues of 
artificial silk of all sorts (No. 459); these if unmixed with other 
tissues will pay duty as chemical products which contain alcohol, 
while, if mixed with other material, the article will pay the duty 
on the most highly taxed material of which composed. 

Turning to paper, there are also several new categories which 
attract attention ; these are paper hangings (No. 461a) which will 
pay 4s. per cwt. Paper sulphurised (No. 461b) paying 8s. per 
ewt. Photographers’ paper, albuminised (No. 461c), which will 
pay 2/. per ewt. when not sensitised, and double that duty when 
sensitised. Also blacked paper (tracing paper) so-called “ papier 
au charbon ” will pay 1/. per ewt. 

There are new categories under the head of cardboard made 
from cellulose or wood pulped (No. 465); these articles when 
moulded, compressed, or hardened will pay 6s. 43d. per ewt. The 
same articles when lacquered or covered with a uniform varnish, 
20s. per cwt., and when decorated with paintings or incrustations, 
4l. per cwt. 

Turning to leather we find a new category for imitation leather 
(cuir factice) (No. 477), which will pay 10s. per cwt. Also 
under manufactures of leather, there is a new category for 
coverings for photographic albums made of leather, (No. 491a), 
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which will pay 3/. 12s. per ewt; and another for photographic 
albums complete (No. 4912), which will pay 4/. Again a new 
category is made for meters or apparatus for measuring electricity, 
water, or gas, and for all apparatus for taking measurements 
which are provided with any clock movements (No. 505); all 
such articles will pay duty at the rate of 1/. 10s. per ewt. 

Under machines and machinery there are many new categories, 
Thus under steam engines complete, hydraulic engines with 
wheels, pistons and turbines, pumps, ventilators, &c. (No. 51za), 
will pay, when the engine weighs 250 kilogs. or more (5 ewt. or 
above), 4s. per cwt.,and when weighing less than 250 kilogs, 
(or 5 ewt.) will pay 6s. per ewt. Also dynamo-electrical machines 
complete (No. 524), will pay when weighing 1,000 kilogs. or 
above (over 1 ton), 8s. per ewt., when weighing from 50 kilogs. 
up to 1,000 kilogs. (between 1 cwt. and 20 cwt.), will pay 12s, 
per cwt., and when weighing between 10 kilogs. and 50 kilogs. 
(between 22 lbs, and 1 ewt.) 1/, 12s. per ewt. 

Refrigerating machines (No. 5272), will pay when weighing 
250 kilogs. or more (5 ewt. or above) 6s. per ewt., while the 
same articles weighing less than 250 kilogs. (or 5 ewt), will pay 
10s. per cwt. 

Under the head of machines and machinery, detached pieces, a 
new heading is made for conductors for dynamo-electric machines, 
and detached pieces such as coils full of metal or not, cased in 
copper; pieces of wrought copper weighing less than one kilog. 
(2°2 lbs.), numbered or marked, pieced together or not, for electric 
machines, arc lamps, so-called regulators (No. 536), these articles 
will pay at the rate of 1/. 10s. per cwt. 

Perforated plates of iron, steel, copper, brass, zinc, or other 
metal (No. 543a), when with not less than 500 perforations to 
the square métre will pay the duties on plates of the metal of 
which composed, plus 4s. per cwt. 

Barbed iron and steel wire (ronces artifictelles) (No. 561), which 
is classed in the French tariff under anchors, chains and cables, 
will pay, when made of wire =5,ths of a millimétre in diameter or 
above, 4s. 44d. per cwt. and when made of wire of less than ;5,ths 
of a millimétre in diameter 8s, 4}d. per cwt. 

Under the heading of wares of iron and steel there are two 
new categories, viz., busks and springs of steel for corsets and 
other articles for toilet use, polished, varnished, but not fitted 
(No. 562a), such articles will pay 10s. per cwt. Also mechanical 
corks made of a button of porcelain, either whiie or coloured, 
fitted on an adjustment of iron or steel wire, and with or without 
a gutta-percha band (No. 566a), these articles will also pay a 
duty of 10s. per cwt. 

Sanitary apparatus, with plugs or swinging, self-acting reservoirs 
(No. 570) will pay 5s. 1d. per ewt., also electric accumulators 
(No. 576a) will pay at the same rate, viz., 5s. 1d. percwt. Under 
firearms (No. 581) a new category has been introduced for breech 
loaders which will pay at the rate of 16/. per cwt. if with external 
hammers and 20/. per cwt. if hammerless. 
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Cardboard or paper perforated for harmonicons, or American 
organettes (No. 605) will pay 3/. per ewt. 

Manufactures of asbestos spun, felted, woven or moulded, with 
or without an admixture of textile or of mineral substances 
(No. 620a) will pay 12. per ewt. Felted tissues for paper making 
(No. 6232) is also a new class, and will pay the duties levied on 
tissues of wool pure or mixed with cotton, according to class. 
Busks and springs of steel for corsets and other like articles for 
toilet use when furnished with hooks and eyes or buttons, and 
covered with tissue of any sort, or with leather or paper, will pay 
12s. per ewt., whilst corsets themselves (No. 647a) will pay, if 
covered with a tissue other than silk, and plain not trimmed, 13d. 
each, if covered with a tissue other than silk, and trimmed and 
finished, 3d. each, and if covered with a tissue of silk, and whether 
trimmed, finished or not, 6d. 

It will be seen by the foregoing enumeration of articles how 
much the list has been expanded in the new French Customs 
tariff and what a large proportion of the new categories consist of 
articles in which a trade has sprung up or been developed 
during the last decade. 
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IIT.—COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS 
OF RUSSIA. 


M. A. Raffalovich, in an article in the last issue of the Journal 
de la Société de Statistique de Paris, says that the progress made 
during the last century by Russia may be clearly evidenced by a 
few statistical data. For example, in 1800 the ordinary revenue 
was only 67 million roubles, whereas in 1890 it amounted to 
900 millions. The Customs revenue in 1788 amounted to 
5 million roubles, and to 138 millions in 1889, while the receipts 
from the postal and telegraph services rose from 3 to 29 millions 
of roubles. As regards Russia’s foreign trade, the value of the 
exports in 1788 was 28 million roubles, and of the imports 
19 millions, making a total of 47 millions. A hundred years later 
the corresponding figures were 793 and 390 million roubles, 
making the value of the total foreign trade 1,184 millions. In 
1890 the value of the exports was 704 millions, and of the imports 
416 million roubles. As regards one branch of the export trade, 
viz., cereals, in 1790 these were exported to the value of 1,153,000 
roubles, in 1888, 442 millions, and in 1890 to 340 millions of 
roubles. 

In 1790 only 14,000 roubles worth of cotton destined for an 
industry which was then in its very early stages, and which has 
since experienced such a remarkable development, was imported ; 
in 1887, the quantity imported amounted to 3,639,000 cwt., of 
which 386,000 cwt. came over the Asiatic frontier. In 1890 the 
imports were 3,714,000 ewt., of which 1,110,000 cwt. were by 
the Asiatic frontier. 

The industrial development of Russia has made enormous 
progress, as travellers can not only see for themselves, but, as was 
very plainly shown by the National Exhibition at Moscow, and 
by the participation of Russia in the various foreign exhibitions 
during the last 15 years. 

The imports into the country of manufactured products have 
fallen off under the influence of very heavy Customs duties, and 
also by reason of the fact that the home production is becoming 
more and more in a position to satisfy the requirements of all 
classes of consumers. In certain branches of industry, particularly 
in those devoted to the production of cottons, Russia has attained 
a high degree of excellence in quality, originality of design, 
durability, and cheapness; in fact it is claimed for the Russian 
cotton goods a very favourable comparison with those of Mulhouse 
and Rouen. According to a recent consular report the manufac- 
turers of Russian printed calicos are conquering the Persian 
markets, and are driving out their English competitors. 

Russia cannot be looked upon as an essentially agricultural 
country, although it derives some importance from its agricultural 
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industries, and has suffered much from American and Australian 
competition. The country, in nearly every particular, can supply 
its own wants. The natural wealth of the soil is so great in 
minerals, in oil, cereals, hemp, and flax that fresh capital to 
develop it is continually flowing in, and a development of the 
various railways is facilitating the means of communication. As 
regards the latter, from 1860 to 1889, more than 24,500 kilometres 
of line were built. On the 1st of August 1891 the total length of 
the Russian railway system worked was 32,595 kilometres, of which 
18,961 belonged to the State. In 1885 the number of passengers 
carried was about 34 millions, and about 40 millions in 1890. 
The weight of merchandise carried by goods trains in 1885 
amounted to 41,896,000 tons, and in 1890 to 52,128,000 tons. 
The gross receipts were 230 millions of roubles in 1885, and 
275 millions in 1890. 

As regards the manufacturing industries, excluding the sugar 
refineries, tobacco factories, breweries, distilleries, and metal- 
lurgical works, there were 19,343 factories and workshops in 
European Russia in 1885, and 19,742 in 1889. The produc- 
tion of these industrial establishments gradually rose from 
999,529,000 roubles in 1883 to 1,004,574,880 roubles in 1886, 
and 1,193,336,000 roubles in 1889. If to those establishments be 
added the factories and works in the Caucasus, Siberia, and 
Turkestan, the total number would amount to 22,006 in 1889, 
with a product valued at 1,240,531,000 roubles. In the above 
figures are only included those establishments whose yearly 
out-turn exceeds 1,000 roubles. As regards those factories 
with a smaller production they numbered, in 1889, 58,569, and 
the operatives employed in them exceeded 91,700. 

One of the most interesting branches of Russian production is 
the textile trade, and particularly the cotton industry. As a 
consumer of cotton Russia occupies the fourth place, coming 
immediately after England, France, and Germany, running the 
two latter countries very closely. No other branch of the chief 
Russian industries equals this in importance, as in 1889, 216,917 
persons were employed in the production of cottons, and the value 
of the product amounted to 266 millions of roubles, as compared 
with 72 millions in 1867. 

At the Paris Exhibition of 1889 there were exhibits of cotton 
brought from Central Asia, and considerable attention and 
encouragement is being given by the Government to the develop- 
ment of native cotton cultivation, if only to relieve the country of 
the annual tribute of from 5,000,000. to 6,000,000/. paid to 
America, Egypt, and India. 

The cotton industry has made enormous strides in Russia, At 
the Universal Exhibition of 1851, Russian cotton goods were 
almost unanimously awarded the first place ; in 1882 the Austrian 
delegates at the Moscow Exhibition declared that they were of 
excellent quality, and that they compared favourably with the 
best foreign products. According to these authorities there were 
no foreign cottons which would have a chance of finding a place 
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on Russian markets, even leaving out of consideration the 
Customs duties, with the exception of yarns above number 60. 

The spinning of cotton has increased even more rapidly than 
the weaving, thus enabling consumers to dispense more and more 
with foreign threads. In 1888, the imports of cotton goods by 
the European frontier did not exceed in value 9 millions and a 
half of roubles, and of cotton yarns, 10 millions, while in 1890 
the value of cotton goods imported was 2 millions of roubles, and 
of yarns rather over 8 millions. From 1870 to 1882 the 
production doubled, from 1867 to 1889 the production of the 
cotton spinneries rose from 42 millions of roubles to 156 millions, 
but in spite of this development the number of factories has not 
increased. 

The origin of silk manufacture goes back in Russia to the 
seventeenth century. It has grown very considerably since 1855, 
owing to increased demands and the extension of the Russian 
possessions in Central Asia, which are the principal sources of 
supply of Russian raw silk. In 1888 Russia imported 11 million 
roubles worth of silk and 1,500,000 r. worth of silk tissues. In 
1890 the imports of the former were valued at 3,300,000 r., and 
of the latter 1,800,000 r. The distinctive feature of this 
industry consists in that it is practised to a very great extent by 
hand as opposed to mechanical labour, and that it has experienced 
a considerable development among small factory proprietors, 
artisans, and peasants in the Governments of Moscow and 
Wladimir, who work for the larger manufacturers. The woollen 
avd leather industries have also shown considerable progress 
during the last few years, while the manufacture of machinery 
has greatly increased. In the latter industry alone 16,000 work- 
people were engaged in 1867 and 51,214 in 1890, and the value 
of the articles made rose from 14 million roubles in the former 
year to 56 millions in the latter. 

Taking next the mining products of the country, we find first 
that the production of gold amounted in quantity to 720 ewt. 
and in value to 5,051,000. in 1881, and in 1889 to 733 ewt. 
and 5,117,000 The principal centre for this production is 
Eastern Siberia, where the auriferous sand of the Djalon river 
has lately increased the amount produced. In 1888 the produc- 
tion of Russian gold represented a proportion of 21°6 per 
cent. of that of the whole world, 30°7 per cent. falling to the 
United States, and 25°3 per cent. to Australia. Of platinum, 
53 ewt. were produced in 1888, and the working of the metal is 
concentrated exclusively in the Ural, in the Government of 
Perm, at the mines of Nijnilaguil and Govoblagodat. There are 
two large establishments at St. Petersburg engaged in the purifi- 
cation of the metal. Of silver, 144 cwt. were exported in 1883 
and 297 cwt. in 1888. This metal is obtained chiefly from the 
mines of Altai and from the mines of the Kirghese steppes. 

Lead is only produced in Russia as a secondary product of the 
treatment of argentiferous ores, and the production of this article 
falls very much below the requirements of the country, which 
imported 391,000 cwt. in 1889 and 423,000 cwt. in 1890. 


Apr. 1892.] . COMMERCIAL, ETC. PROGRESS OF RUSSIA. 291 


There are 21 copper foundries which treated 2,224,000 ewt. of 
ore and produced 90,000 ewt. of bar copper in 1888. The 
principal centres of this production are the Ural and the 
Caucasus. There are 116 copper mines at present in working. 
The zinc industry is almost exclusively concentrated in Poland, 
the number of mines being 12, from which 900,000 cwt. of ore 
have been extracted. The product of the country has only 
furnished 74 per cent. of the quantity required for home con- 
sumption, the remainder being supplied by importation. Of tin 
almost the entire quantity comes from abroad. Mercury is 
worked at one place only, namely Nikitooke, and 3,200 ewt. of 
pure mercury were produced in 1888 and 6,000 ewt. in 1890. 
Russia is now commencing to export mercury. 

The iron industry is very important, 522 mines in the Ural 
supplying 15,750,000 cwt. in 1888, 20 mines in the South 
4,500,006 ewt., 63 mines in Poland, 3,857,000 ewt. The total 
product exceeds 27,960,000 cwt. The number of establishments 
producing iron was, according to the latest returns, 132, with 
200 blast furnaces, which worked up over 26,357,000 ewt. of ore, 
and produced about 13,178,000 ewt. of iron, of which three- 
fourths were obtained by the charcoal blast furnace, and one-fifth 
by the coke furnace. The Ural holds the first place in the 
production of iron, and the establishments which show the 
largest out-turn are those of the Compagnie de la Nouvelle Russie, 
the Compagnie Huta Baukowa, and the Compagnie de Briansk. 
In those districts in which the blast furnaces work with charcoal, 
the metallurgical industries can only increase their production to 
a limited extent, by reason of the difficulty of obtaining an 
increased quantity of combustibles ; in those in which coal is used 
(Southern Russia and Poland) the development is much more 
rapid. In 10 years the total product has increased 50 per cent. ; 
in the provinces of the South and South-west it has quadrupled, 
and in Poland it has trebled. The proportion which the Russian 
production bore to the national consumption was established for 
1888 in the following ratios ; pig iron, 90 per cent.; finished iron, 
85 per cent. ; and steel, 96 per cent. 

During the same year the number of coal mines working was 
330, and they produced 5,078,550 tons of coal; of this quantity 
2,346,400 tons were supplied by Poland, 1,700,000 tons by the 
Donetz basin, 257,140 tons by Moscow, and 192,850 tons by the 
Ural. The principal mines in the kingdom of Poland belong to 
M. de Kramtsa, the Société Franco-Italienne, and the Société de 
la Nouvelle Russie. It is principally England and Germany 
which supply Russia with the greater part of the combustibles 
for which she is obliged to have recourse to foreign countries. In 
1890 England supplied 1,354,800 tons, Germany 139,800 tons, 
and Austria 11,250 tons. The use of Russian coal on the various 
railways has increased by 50 per cent. during the last 10 years, 
and the consumption of foreign coal has decreased in the same 
proportions. 

he production of naphtha is almost exclusively confined to the 
Caucasus in the peninsula of Apchéron and principally in the 
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neighbourhood of Baku. Petroleum is also worked in the Crimea 
and in the Transcaspian districts. After the annexation of Baku 
to Russia this industry was the object of a monopoly which from 
1821 to 1872 yielded to the Treasury an annual revenue of about 
89,000 roubles. In the Caucasus the production of naphthas 
amounted to 3,325,130 tons in 1889, and to 3,845,000 tons in 
1890. The principal workings are those belonging to the 
following companies :—Nobel, Baku, Caspienne, Caspienne et 
Mer Noire, Dembo et Cohan, Schibaiéw, &c. The Nobel 
Company has 50 wells at work, and the factory belonging to 
the company is the most important one. It contains a refinery 
for petroleum and benzine, a factory for lubricating oils, and works 
for sulphuric acid and carbonate of soda. In this establishment, 
707,140 tons of naphtha were treated in 1889, and from this 
quantity 257,146 tons of refined petroleum were obtained. The 
vessels belonging to this company are said to represent a value of 
six millions of roubles; its tank waggons, three millions ot 
roubles, 

In 1890 the quantity of petroleum, raw and refined, shipped 
from Baku, amounted to 2,839,520 tons, of which 765,000 tons 
were for foreign countries. About 74 per cent. of the product 
goes into the interior, 26 per cent. to foreign countries, principally 
to England, Turkey, Austria, Germany, Belgium, and Italy. 
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IV.—THE FRENCH MINING INDUSTRIES. 


The Commission appointed by the French Ministry of Public 
Works to inquire into the condition of the mining industries in 
France and Algeria in 1890, has recently presented its report: 
The following particulars are extracted from the report in 
question :— 

The year 1890 was remarkable for the general increase, in 
quantity and in value, of the products of French mines and 
metallurgical works. 

The extraction of mineral combustibles already presented a 
large increase, amounting to 1,700,000 tons in 1889; it further 
increased to 1,779,000 tons in 1890. The total for coal, 
anthracite, and lignite has amounted to 26,083,000 tons. 

In this short intervai, by reason of the above increase, and the 
enhancement in the sale price of coals, which originated in 
Westphalia during the strike of 1891, and which was followed 
‘in all the adjoining countries, the value of these combustibles at 
the pit-bank has increased from 10,120,000/. to 12,450,0001., or 
by about 23 per cent. 

The other substances forming the object of a concession, among 
which iron ores and rock salt occupy the first place, show as the 
total obtained, an amount of 3,826,000 tons, representing a value 
of 1,400,000/. (not including the tax on salt). The increase 
compared with the year 1889 has been 445,0U0 tons and 200,0002,, 
or for the whole an increase of 17 per cent. as regards value. 

Notwithstanding the increased prices of coal and coke, the 
manufacture of iron and steel has exhibited considerable 
development, owing to the increase in French consumpticn 
and exports; and the ironmasters have, as a rule, like the 
colliery companies, obtained remunerative prices. The production 
in 1890 amounted to 1,962,000 tons of pig iron, 825,000 tons of 
finished iron, and 582,000 tons of steel of every kind. The 
increases have been 228,000 tons or 1,240,000/. for pig iron, 
16,000 tons or 660,000/. for manufactured iron, including sheets, 
and 53,000 tons or 1,000,000/. for steel. 

The value for the whole of these products exceeds 17,440,000/., 
and the corresponding increase on the year 1889 reaches 
2,880,000/., or about 20 per cent. 

The production of other metals, under the head of which come 
silver and zine, is of much smaller proportions, and has undergone, 
relatively, slight variations. Their total value, in the raw state 
has increased from 1,200,000/. to 1,220,0002, 

Looking at the statistics of neighbouring countries, it is seen 
that the extraction of coal has increased in each of them, but 
generally in a smaller proportion than in France. 

71418. B 
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The increase in the production of 1890 over that of 1889 has 
been, in fact, 7°3 per cent. in France, 8°1 per cent. in Austria, 
but only 5°5 per cent. in Prussia, 2°6 per cent. in England, and 
2°5 per cent. in Belgium. 

In the latter country, coal has increased in price to such an 
extent as to lessen the manufacture of iron and steel. A similar 
slackening was produced in Great Britain and Ireland, principally, 
it would appear, by reason of the stagnation in trade with 
America. 

The production of pig iron in the United States has made 
enormous progress. It reached, in 1890, 9,350,000 metrical tons, 
probably exceeding the production of the British Isles. 

The following figures show to what a considerable extent 
metallurgical production diminished in England in the course of 
the year 1890:— 

Pig iron, 8,456,000 tons in 1889 and 8,031,000 tons in 1890, a 
diminution of 425,000 tons... Manufactured iron, 2,290,000 tons 
in 1889 and 1,954,000 tons in 1890, a falling off of 336,000 tons. 
Steel, 3,570,000 tons in 1889 and 3,347,000 tons in 1890, a fall 
of 223,000 tons. 

In Prussia, the production of pig iron has continued to increase 
but slowly :—From 3,219,000 tons in 1889, it rose to 3,288,000 
in 1890, showing an increase of 69,000 tons. The production of 
manufactured iron and steel, taken together, has only increased to 
a very slight extent. _ 

In France, as has been previously shown, the increase has not 
been less than 228,000 tons for pig iron; it has approached 
70,000 tons for manufactured iron. 

The activity which has been noticeable in the greater number 
of the French mines in 1890 procured work for 12,000 miners 
more than in the preceding year. 

The coal, anthracite, and lignite workings have given employ- 
ment to 121,500 work-people, amongst whom are included 3,800 
women, engaged exclusively on the pit-bank, and nearly 9,700 
children less than 16 years of age. The other mines have given 
employment to 12,500 workmen, so that the total comprises 
134,000 persons. 

In the collieries particularly the increase in the sale prices has 
enabled the owners to introduce new improvements in the condition 
of the miners and to increase their wages. 

In 1889 the annual wage of the workmen employed, both 
underground and on the pit-bank (men, women, and children) 
was increased by 36 francs on an average. They received in 1890 
a second increase much more important, amounting to 86 francs, 
which gives for the two years an increase of 122 francs per head, 
or a little more than 11 per cent. on the average wage for the 
year 1888. | 

As regards accidents in the mines and quarries, the year 1890 
was not so bad as the preceding one. A great improvement would 
have even been noted had it not been for the two catastrophes 
which happened in the mines of Villebceuf and Decise, and which 
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were caused, one by fire-damp and the other by the combustion of 
coal-dust. 

The statistics show each year a new development in steam 
apparatus, a development which is closely connected with that of 
all branches of industry. In 1890, however, the increase in the 
number of boilers and steam engines, and that of the corresponding 
power, calls particularly for attention. 

The increase effected during the year in works of all kinds, on 
railways and on boats, is represented by 2,560 boilers, 2,772 
engines, representing together 171,026 horse-power, 


V.—THE COAL-FIELDS OF NORTHERN FRANCE. 


Recent events have attracted attention to the coal-fields of 
Northern France, and the following particulars extracted from 
the Journal des Economistes for the month of March may not be 
without interest :— 

The coal-tield of Northern France forms a part of that coal area 
which stretches for nearly 500 kilometres, from beyond the Rhine 
as far as Boulogne, and includes Dortmund, Aix-la-Chapelle, 
Liége,. Namur, Charleroy, Mons, Valenciennes, Douai, and 
Bethune. Its working in France extends over 110 kilometres, 
50 in the department of le Nord, and 60 in the Pas de Calais; 
there are 43 concessions extending over 121,763 hectares, and 
distributed as follows :—In le Nord 20 concessions with an area 
of 60,565 hectares (hectare = 2°47 acres), in. the Pas de Calais, 
20 concessions with an area of 55,972 hectares, and Boulonnais, 
3 concessions with 5,226 hectares. . 

In le Nord, operations commenced in 1720 at Fresnes, in 
1734, at Anzin, then successively at Aniche (1778) and at Douai 
(1846). Up to 1850 the working of coal was only carried on in 
the department of le Nord. At about that time the collieries of 
the Pas de Calais commenced operations. 

The quantities extracted are shown by the following figures :— 

In 1720, Nord, 200 tons; Pas de Calais, 200 tons ; total, 
400 tons. 

In 1790, Nord, 280,000 tons; Pas de Calais, 8,000 tons; 
total, 288,000 tons, . 

In 1850, Nord, 1,000,000 tons; Pas de Calais, 19,000 tons; 
tetal, 1,019,000 tons. 

In 1870, Nord, 2,729,000 tons, Pas de Calais, 2,004,000 tons ; 
total, 4,733,000 tons. 

In 1880, Nord, 3,702,000 tons, Pas ae Calais, 4,844,000 tons ; 
total, 8,546,000 tons. 

In 1890, Nord, 5,236,000 tons, Pas de Calais, 9,073,000 tons ; 
total, 14,309,000 tons. 
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Notwithstanding these increasingly large outputs the time is 

far distant when the mines will be exhausted. 
- In a report of the Minister of Public Works, dated the 
30th October 1873, M. de Clercq, Chief Engineer of Mines, 
estimated the quantity of coal existing in the two basins at 
20,000,000,000 tons. Making allowance for accidents and losses 
in working, the quantity which may he extracted cannot be 
estimated at less than 13,000,000,000 tons, which means that it 
is possible for the coal-fields to supply 30,000,000 tons annually 
for 433 years. .M, Vuillemin adopts a lower estimate, 6,000,000,000 
to7,000,000,000 tons—of which 160,000,000 tonshad been extracted 
up to 1881. But with these reduced figures, a supply for more 
than two centuries is assured. 

The number of workmen employed in the two basins exceeds 
56,000; it is yearly increasing, as the following figures for 1880, 
1885, and 1890 show :— 

'In 1880: Nord, underground, 16,098, above ground workers, 
4,561; Pas de Calais, 18,173 and 4,899; total, 43,731. 

In 1885: Nord, underground, 13,238, above ground workers, 
3,351; Pas de Calaix, 22,053 and 6,216; total, 44,858. 

In 1890, Nord, underground, 15,251, above ground, 4,323 ; 
Pas de Calais, 28,436 and 8,336 ; total, 56,386. 

The number of workmen has not increased correspondingly 
with the output of coal, but, per contra, the average production 
per workman has always been on the increase; thus in 1756 it 
was for the year only 66 tons, 86 in 1800, 100 in 1850, it reached 
168 tons in 1870, 195 in 1880, increasing to 252 tons in 1890, 
Wages have also risen, but not in the same proportions, several 
circumstances influencing their variation. The average wages in 
the basins of Nord and Pas de Calais have at different dates been 
as follows :— 

Nord, in 1870, 312. 10s.; in 1880, 391; and in 1890, 522 
Pas-de-Calais, in 1870, 271.; in 1880, 417.; and in 1890, 52. 

The capital sunk in the collieries is large. M. Vuillemin 
estimates it at 18,000,0001, of which 13,840,000/. expended 
by the existing companies—this estimate was made in 1879-—for 
the purposes of installation, and about 4,000,000/. for search- 
works, soundings, &c. not then finished, but having largely 
contributed to make known the wealth of the coal-basin. 
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-VI—DEVELOPMENT OF BRITISH TRADE WITH 
SERVIA. 


Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Belgrade, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office dated the 5th March, encloses the 
following copy of a circular letter addressed by Messrs. G. Fuller 
and Co., of Belgrade, to various firms in England, soliciting their 
co-operation and support in establishing a samples museum and 
goods depét at Belgrade, with eventually affiliated branches ‘at 
Nisch, Sofia, and other ports of the Balkan peninsula :— 

“ As there is in this country a good prospect of successful com- 
etition with other industrial nations, we have established here a 
ritish import agency with a view to eucourage a more direct 

trade between Great Britain and Servia; that which at present 
exists is principally carried out by the agency of continental 
middlemen, who absorb the chief profits to the: detriment of 
British trade and traders as well as Servian consumers, 

“ We propose also establishing a samples museum and goods 
depot for the exhibition of British productions only, with 
eventually affiliated branches at Nisch, Sofia, and other districts 
of the Balkan peninsula. 

“ As individual enterprise in establishing new importing houses 
labours under great disadvantages from the keen competition that 
has .to be encountered, it is thought that by an association of 
British merchants and manufacturers these disadvantages would 
te minimised and a large and profitable business result to the 
manifest benefit of British trade. 

“The object of our scheme combines— 

1. The general representation of firms forming the association, 

2. The exhibition of all kinds of British products. 

3. The consignment of goods to the agency for sale, and so 
avoid a tedious delay in executing orders, which often induce 
respectable customers to apply elsewhere. 

4, The advertising in the principal newspapers of the country. ° 

5. The printing and circulation of combined comprehensive and 
descriptive price lists in the language of the country. Each firm 
will be asked to deposit 20/. to provide a guarantee fund for 
expenses ; these expenses to be apportioned to individual firms 
pro rata to the business done by each, but in no case shall the 
apportionment exceed 5 per cent. on the sales, and only in the 
event of the revenue from this source being insufficient would the 
deposit of members be encroached upon. 

“The association to select one of its members to“receive deposits 
and act as treasurer to disburse the expenses as may from time to 
time be required.” 

Commenting on the above scheme, Mr. St. John says :— 

“When it is considered that these countries are practically in 
their infancy, which obliges them to look abroad for the supply of 
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every article of manufactare, it is difficult to over-estimate the 
importance of this scheme, especially in view of the fact that 
samples museums are already started with every prospect of 
success by other nationalities under direct patronage of their 
Governments. 

“ The idea of a goods depét, however, is here a novel one, and its 
necessity is suggested by the circumstance that England being 
more remote from these markets, the native wholesale purchaser 
is often induced, for greater celerity in the execution of his orders, 
to apply to continental firms, although the goods thus obtained 
are, if not higher in price, certainly inferior in quality. 

“ Referring to certain inquiries by Mr. St. John as to the increase 
or otherwise of British trade in Servia, Messrs. Fuller and Co. 
mention the following fact as likely to be of interest, and showing 
the opportunity given by British exporting houses to the foreigner 
for competing, not only by introducing inferior goods at a far 
cheaper price, but indeed those of equal manufacture at a more 
reasonable and popular price :— 

* A leather merchant here with whom we have during the past 
few months tried to open up business relations, and whose idea is 
that Great Britain will never be able to keep up with the 
foreigner in importing to this country, showed us some elastic web 
and lining of English manufacture which he obtained from Buda- 
Pesth, paying naturally a higher price, his reason being that the 
Pesth merchants adapted themselves to this market by supplying 
twelve 8-yard lengths of assorted sizes and colours, whereas the 
English houses will only sell in lengtks of 200 or 300 yards. It 
is obvious that any firm so adapting its goods to this market can 
considerably increase their trade here. 

** Apathy is also shown by our importers, This country largely 
exports dried plums ; a quantity of these find their way into the 
English markets, but not before they have gone through the hands 
of the Pesth merchants, for these enterprising firms bay and pack 
them into attractive fancy boxes, selling them at a by no means 
inconsiderable increase in price. 

“ Therefore, by dealing direct in both cases, the English firms 
would benefit themselves and the consumer. 

“We can safely say that no one looks forward with greater 
se to direct dealing with England than the Servians them- 
selves. 
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VII.—THEZINDUSTRIES OF GREECE. 


The following particulars respecting Greek industries are 
extracted from a recent. report of the Austro-Hungarian Consul 
at Athens 

The hopeful expectations arising out of the commercial 
prosperity of Greece in 1889 can hardly be said to have been 
realised in 1890, but as yet it is impossible to say how far this 
may be due to circumstances of a temporary character. The 
weight of the principal crops produced in 1890 was as follows: 
wheat, 163,332 cwt.; barley, 54,116 cwt.; maize, 79,127 cwt.; 
mixed corn, 11,114 cwt.; peas, &c., 132,617 cwt.; cotton, 
76,705 ewt.; olive oil, 514,000 cwt.; and tobacco, 73,545 ewt. 
The value of the wine crop was 1,840,000, while that of raisins: 
produced 2,400,000. 

Although Greece possessed something like 7} millions of acres 

of dense forest in ancient times, and was comparatively rich in 
timber until half a century ago, the area under wood has shrunk 
to about one-ninth its former proportions in Attica, and this 
disappearance of the forests has resulted in a scarcity of the water 
supply, as well as in injurious climatic effects; nevertheless many 
will be surprised to learn that even at the present day Greece 
possesses about two millions of acres of forest land. The 
quantities of timber and forest produce obtained in 1890, com- 
pared with 1889 (in cubic metres) were: building wood, 59,948 
and 48,986; timber for shipbuilding, 2,606 and 1,640; for tools 
and machinery, 4,146 and 2,940 ; lignite, 509,895 metric centners, 
compared with 466,953; asbestos, 491,722 metric centners, 
compared with 490,179; and tanners’ tawing materials, 20,003 
metric centners, compared with 30,089 in 1889. Notwithstanding 
this considerable production Greece will have to import large 
quantities of timber in the near future, so as to meet the demand 
arising from the revival of the building trades now affecting both 
the rural and urban districts of the peninsula. 
' The industries of Greece occupy a prominent position among 
those of the remaining Balkan countries, both as regards their 
variety and their extent. Prior to 1860 the country had only a 
few mills, Between that year and 1890 the nomarchy of Attica 
and Beeotia alone acquired 53 new industrial establishments using 
steam power. In 1889 there were in the nine nomarchies of Greece 
from which data have been collected, 145 industrial establishments 
using either steam or water power. Among these were 79 mills 
having 1,584 horse-power, 14 spinning and weaving houses with 
1,576 horse-power, six machine factories with:710 horse-power, 
14 steam thrashing machines with 92 horse-power, eight oil mills 
with 52 horse-power, three distilleries with 31 horse-power, two 
mining establishments with 1,370 horse-power, and three tanneries 
with 49 horse-power. 
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The milling industry of the Pirzeus has undergone more develop- 
ment than any other branch of Greek enterprise, owing to the great 
encouragement it receives at the hands of the Government, and 
also to the fact that four-fifths of the grain imports of the country, 
which range between 1,100,000/. and 1,300,000/. in value per 
annum, go through this market. It is controlled by 25 firms, of 
which 18 deal exclusively in flour, the remaining seven being 
also the proprietors of large steam mills worked on the American 
system, the output of some of which in 1890 has been as much 
as 177,500 cwts. 

This city is also the centre of the machine-making industry, 
and in 1890 had three large and three smaller factories of this 
kind, with a combined horse-power of 710. The first was esta- 
blished in 1860 for the manufacture of agricultural machinery, 
and was carried on against great odds owing to the want: both of 
materials and manual labour, as well as to the popular preference 
for foreign articles with which it had to contend for many years. 
Then followed establishments for turning out ships’ gear of all 
kinds, and, later on, looms for spinning and weaving, until at 
length every other kind of machinery required for native industry 
was brought within the sphere of manufacture. 

Two branches of industry which deserve special mention are 
those of furniture making and shipbuilding. As regards the 
latter, it may be mentioned that vessels are now built in Greece 
measuring 110 feet in length and having a capacity of 350 tons. 
1t will, of course, be many years before the machine manufac- 
turing industry of Greece will have developed to such an extent 
as to make the country independent of foreign supplies of this 
class, but the fact that Greece’s exports of machinery and tools, 
&c., to the East have been steadily increasing in recent years, may 
serve to show that in the course of time she will be in a position 
to dispense with such supplies. 

The textile industry of Greece has the advantage of a supply 
of home-grown cotton, which, before 1882, amounted to about 
51,000 cwt. annually, and in 1890 reached 76,705 cwt. The 
cultivation of this crop is capable of great development, and the 
value of the cotton imports is diminishing from year to year. A 
distinctive feature of cotton grown in this country is its white- 
ness combined with shortness of fibre and great strength. The 
centre of the textile industry is at Athens, where there are eight 
spinning and weaving establishments, three of the most important 
of which belong to one firm, using 13 boilers, 4 engines, the 
combined horse-power of which is 470, 25,500 spindles, and 450 
weaving looms, and giving employment to 850 operatives, whose 
wages vary between 5d. and 4s. per day. The coarser numbers 
of the spun goods are principally produced here, and the bulk*of 
the produce of weaving looms consists of common stuffs of which 
the humble classes are chiefly the purchasers. ; 

The mineral resources of Greece are of considerable importance,. 
and it is only during the past fifteen years that their working, 
has been conducted on proper principles. The working of the 
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mines has been left to private enterprise, except in the case of 
gypsum, millstones, salt, and emery, the right of exploiting which 
the Government has reserved for itself. The chief mining works 
are at Laurium and are owned by three companies, the most im- 
portant of which is the Compagnie Frungaise des Mines du 
Laurium, with a paid-up capital. of 652,000/. in 32,600 shares of 
500 francs (201.) each. This company works in lead ores and 
rich zinc ores, the latter, after extraction of the carbonic acid, 
being exported to Belgium. The Greek Smelting Company, 
successor to the French firm of Roux and Co., established in 
1873 with a capital of 560,000/., principally produces argeutiferous 
lead and galena, and also manganous iron ore. The results of the 
mining operations of 1890 have been more satisfactory than those 
of the years immediately preceding. The output of manganese 
ore amounted to 144,358 tons, valued at 2,310,000 francs, that of 
calamine to 32,550 tons, worth 5,599,000 fr., galena 2,100 tons, 
worth $49,100 fr., and argentiferous lead ore 13,371 tons, worth 
7,683,000 fr. Regarding the mineral products worked by the 
State, it may be mentioned that the best quality of emery is 
obtained at Naxos, gypsum at Mylos (about 500 tons annually, 
valued at 600/.), where are also obtained the millstones so well 
known in the East, and from which the State derives a profit of 
about 2,000/. a year. The quarries from which these stones have 
been hitherto obtained are now nearly exhausted, so that fresh 
ground will soon have to be opened. There are 10 salt works 
belonging to the State, the salt being exclusively obtained by 
evaporation from sea-water. These works are known as salt 
gardens, and the monopoly is remunerative owing to the cheapness 
of production, the process being much favoured by the warm 
summer air and sea breezes. The Government intend adopting 
an improved and cheaper process of evaporation by which it is 
expected that the anuual output of salt will be raised from 25,000 
tons, its present figure, to something like 90,000 tons. 
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VIIL—MINERAL PRODUCTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The. following particulars of the mineral production of the 
United States for the years 1880 to 1889, inclusive, are extracted 
from a Bulletin recently issued from the Census Office at 
Washington :— 

The 55 varieties of minerals named in the census tables are 
grouped as metallic and non-metallic. The total value of the 
production for the years 1889 and 1880, the increase for the 
period shown, and the per-centage of increase, are given in 
the following statement :— 

Totai production in 1889, 587,230,662 dols., as compared with 
369,319,000 dols. in 1880, showing an increase for 1889 over 
1880 of 217,911,662 dols., or 59°00 per cent. ; metallic products, 
269,590,487 ‘dols., 190,039,865 dols., 79,550,622 dols., or 41°86 
per cent. ; non-metallic products, 307,640,175 dols., 173,279,135 
dols., 134,361,040 dols., or 77°54 per cent.; unspecified minerals, 
10,000,000 dols., 6,000,000 dols., 4,000,000 dols., or 66°67 per 
cent, 

Coal—Of the bituminous coal mined in 1880 the total 
quantity is given as 38,242,641 long tons, and in 1889 as 
85,383,059 long tons, showing an increase of 123°27 per cent. 

Of the anthracite coal mined in 1880 the total quantity was 
25,580,189 long tons, and in 1889 it was 40,714,721 long tons, 
an increase of 59°17 per cent. 


Pig Iron.—The product of pig iron increased in the last decade 
more than twofold, viz. from 3,375,912 long tons in 1880 to 
7,603,642 in 1889. This was valued, using the price of No. 1 
anthracite pig iron at Philadelphia, at 89,315,569 dols. in 1880 
and 120,000,000 dols. in 1889. The limestone used for flux 
tributary to this industry amounted to 4,500,000 tons in 1880, 
worth 3,800,000 dols., and to 6,318,000 tons in 1889, worth 
3,159,000 dols. The production of iron ore in 1880 amounted 
to 7,120,362 long tons, valued at 23,156,957 dols., and in 1889 to 
14,518,041 long tons, valued at 33,351,978 dols. 


Aluminium.—Aluminium was not reported in 1880, 1881, and 
1882; in 1883 the quantity reported was 83 lbs., valued at 875 
dols., or 10°54 dols. per Ib.; the product increased in 1884 to 
150 lbs., in 1885 to 283 lbs., in 1886 to 3,000 lbs., valued at 9 dols. 
per lb, ; in 1887 the product was 18,000 lbs., valued at 3°28 dols, 
per Ib.; in 1888 the production was 19,000 lbs., and in 1889 the 
quantity produced rose to 47,468 lbs., valued at 97,335 dols., or 
2°05 dols. per lb, The reduction in the price of this metal was 
continued, so that at the present time the price is lower than 
1 dol. per Ib. 
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Copper.—The product of copper in 1880 amounted to 60,480,000 
Ibs., and in 1889 to 231,246,214 lbs., an increase of 282°35 per 
cent. ‘ 


Lead.—In 1880 the quantity of lead produced was 97,825 

short tons, and in 1889, 182,967 short tons, an increase of 87-04 

er cent. During this period the per-centage of desilverised lead 
See increased from 71°69 to 84°01 per cent. 


Zinc. —The total product in 1880 was 23,239 short tons, and 
in 1889, 58,860 short tons. The great increase in production is 
fairly well distributed over the producing States, 

Quicksilver—The product has declined from 59,926 flasks of 
76°5 lbs. net, worth in San Francisco 1,797,780 dols., to 26,484 
flasks, worth 1,190,500 dols. The supply, which practically all 
comes from California, is not maintained even at increased 
prices. 

Nichel.—This product amounted to 329,968 lbs..in 1880, and 
to 252,663 lbs. in 1889. The competition from nickel contained 
in Canadian copper matte is serious. 


Gold and Silver—The production of gold kas decreased from 
36,000,000 dols. in valu. in 1880 to 30,000,000 dols. in 1883, and 
in the other years has fluctuated between these extremes. In 
1889 the value of 32,885,744 dols. represents a slight decline 
from the previous year. Silver, on the other hand, has increased 
from 39,200,000 dols. comparatively steadily to 66,396,988 dols. 
In the case of both silver and gold the coinage values are given, 
20°6718 dols. for gold and 1°2929 dols. for silver per troy ounce. 

The number of gallons of mineral waters sold in 1880 was 
2,000,000, while in 1889 there were 12,780,471 gallons sold, an 
increase of 539°02 per cent. 

Petroleum varied from 26,286,123 barrels of 42 gallons in 1880, 
with slight fluctuations each year, and in 1889 showed a produc- 
tion of 35,163,513 barrels, the total amount during the decade 

being 273,092,712 barrels. 

Returns show the value of natural gas produced in 1889 to be 
21,097,099 dols., the first report of the production being in 1882, 
when the amount was valued at 215,000 dols, 


4 
} 
| 
{ 
f 
a 
i 
i 
“ 

| 


404. . MINERAL; RESOURCES: OF COSTA RICA. 1892. 


X.—MINERAL RESOURCES OF COSTA RICA. 


__ The following account of the mineral resources and mining laws 
of Costa Rica is taken from the Bulletin of the Bureau of the 
American Republics at Washington for the month of January :-— 

_ The great mineral wealth of Costa Rica was known since the 
very days of the discovery. Columbus and his companions 
suspected it when they saw the ornaments of pure gold which the 
natives wore, and soon afterwards found that rich mines of the 
much-coveted metal existed in the country. Early explorations 
made at Talamanca and Chiriqui, in the proximity of the Isthmus 
of Panama, rendered those regions famous ; and when the Spanish 
governor, Don Juan Vazquez de Coronada, in 1564, ordered an 
examination to be made of the sands brought by the various rivers 
of the Duy Valley, one of which was the celebrated Rio de la 
Estrella, as Vazquez de Coronada himself christened it, substantial 
evidence was secured of the great wealth of the country. 
According to the Anuario Estadistico of 1890, most of the Costa 
Rican rivers which empty into the Pacific Ocean bring, like those 
of the Atlantic, auriferous sands. . 

The gold mines of Costa Rica, which have so far attained the 

greatest celebrity, namely, the mines of the Aguacate Mountains, 
are nevertheless the most modern. They were not discovered 
until 1815. 
’ It may be said, however, that this great wealth, which consists 
not only in gold, but also in silver, copper, and lead, is not yet 
developed. The mining industry of the Republic is still in its 
infancy. 

Up to 1890 the gold mines of Aguacate alone had yielded metal 
to the value of about 7,000,000 dollars, 

Great efforts have been made in gold mining in the Ceruelitas 
districts ever since 1888. These mines are 18 miles north of the 
port of Puntarenas, and are situated at an altitude varying from 
1,500 to 2,000 feet above the level of the sea. 

Mr. Beckford Mackey, United States Consul at José, Costa 
Rica, in an interesting report, dated April 13th, 1891, on the 
mines and mining Jaws of that country, expresses himself as 
follows :— 

“ The Andean spur of the Pacific is the mining region of Costa 
Rica. 

“Mining has not as yet had a fair chance in this country, as 
prior to a very recent date the methods in vogue were of the 
crudest and most unscientific description. Within the last four 
years several English companies have embarked their capital 
in Costa Rican mines. The prospect is reported to be 
encouraging. The mines of Mount Aguacate have been worked 
by various companies during a period extending over many years, 
and have yielded almost all the gold that this country has 
produced. The Trinidad and the Tres Hermanos are owned by 
English companies. There is a 20-stamp mill at La Union, and 


> 

. 


Arr: 1892.] MINERAL RESOURCES OF COSTA RICA, 405 


another at Los Tres Hermanos. La Trinidad has a 40-stamp 
mill.” 

The mining laws of the Republic are the same old Spanish 
Ordinances more or less changed that existed in the year 1830. 
The code is diffuse, verbose, technical, and so obscure as to be at 
times scarcely intelligible. A considerable portion of the laws is 
obsolete. The policy of the Government is exceedingly favourable 
to the mining industry, as it is indeed to every enterprise of public 
utility, and foreigners are in every respect allowed the same privileges 
as citizens of the country. No permission or license from the 
Government is required to work a mine, but denouncement is 
necessary to obtain a perfect title. The first denouncer acquires 
the ownership of the mine. Mines may be denounced either on 
public or private lands by any person whatever. When a mine is 
situated on private lands, the denouncer will have to indemnify the 
landowner for the damages caused to his property, a3 assessed by 
experts appointed by the parties. The legal extent of a mining 
claim is 200 varas in length by 100 in breadth (one vara is about 
_ 83 inches). If the mine is situated in a region where no others 
had been discovered before, the discoverer will be allowed to 
denounce three claims on the main vein and one claim on every 
minor vein. In all other cases no person is entitled to more than 
one claim, and what is called the “ continuation” thereof, that is 
the right to follow the vein through’ one additional contiguous 
claim. Mines abandoned for one year become vacant, and are 
again denounceable. The denouncement of all mines is to be 


made by written memorial addressed to the judge, called “de lo — 


Contencioso Administrativo,’” who has jurisdiction in cases in 
which the Government is interested as a party to the transaction. 
This memorial shall set forth the name, residence, place of birth, 
and occupation of the denouncer, and shall contain as minute a 
description of the locality in which the mine is situated, and of 
all its distinctive marks and signs, as is required to perfectly 
identify the claim denounced. A notice of the denouncement 
must be published three times in the‘ Official Gazette, and all 
persons interested summoned to appear ‘and set forth their 
objections, if they have any. If no contestant appears, the 
denouncer is given 60 days time to sink a shaft on the mine at 
least 10 varas deep, so as to enable the Government engineer to 
do as explained hereafter., As soon as the 60 days are over, the 
judge will appoint an engineer, who will go to the place and 
measure, examine, and draw a plan of the mine. If no difficulty 
arises, the denouncement is then complete. The only expenses 
attendant on this process are the fee and expenses of the 
engineer, 

Mining machinery is admitted without the payment of Custom 
duties. There is no Government or municipal tax levied on mines. 
The law makes no distinction between the mines of precious and 
the other metals. 
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X.—SILVER PRODUCTION OF BOLIVIA. 


The United States Minister at La Paz says that the production 
of silver in Bolivia during the calendar year 1890 was 1,190,158 
marcs and for the first six months of 1891, 736,472 marcs. 

The report of the Minister of the Bolivian Treasury for the 
first half of the calendar year 1890 places the production for that 
period at 595,079 mares, while the production for the first six 
months of 1891, as here given, was 736,472 marcs, making a gain 
for the same period over 1890 of 141,393 mares. 

No allowance is made for silver used in the industrial arts and 
clandestinely exported, which is usually estimated at one-fifth of 
the total annual production. It is perfectly safe, however, to add 
one-tenth to the production for this purpose, thereby increasing 
the total production for the calendar year 1890 to 1,309,174 mares, 
and for the first six months of 1891 to 810,119 mares. 

The commercial value of the produce of the Bolivian mines for 
1890 is estimated at 11,020,691 dols. or 2,298,060/. 

This shows an apparent increase of production over 1888 and 
1889 of 1,442,691 dols.; but, as the reported production for 
those years, viz., 9,578,000 dols., does not embrace silver used in the 
industrial arts of the country and clandestinely exported, which 
was fully the same ratio of the total production for those years as 
has been included in the estimates bor 1890, viz., one-tenth, the 
real increase must be determined by adding one-tenth to the 
returns of the Minister of the Treasury for those years and 
subtracting this sum from the total product of 1890, which shows 
an actual gain in production for 1890 over the two preceding 
years of 485,691 dols. 

It is interesting to note in passing, that as the average com- 
mercial value of silver (0+ 985 fine) in the country for 1890 was but 
10°40 bolivianos per marc, or 45° 21 bolivianos per kilogramme, 
and the value of a Bolivian dollar at the average exchange for 
the year (30d.) was but 63 cents in United States currency, the 
difference between the commercial value of the total silver 
product of Bolivia for 1890 in this country and in New York 
was over 2,600,000 dols., a handsome margin even after paying 
the export duty of 80 cents per mare, and the expenses of ship- 
ment to the United States. 

The greatest silver-producing mine of Bolivia is the Huanchaca, 
yielding 656,192°50 mares in 1890, representing at the com- 
mercial value of silver in the country during the calendar year 
(10-40 bolivianos per marc 0°985 fine) 6,824,402 bolivianos, 
equal to 4,247,485 dols. in United States currency. Allowing 
40 per cent. of this amount for working expenses, which is a 
little more than’the estimates, it is safe to conclude that the Huan- 
chaca realised to the stockholders last year 4,094,642 bolivianos, or 
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2,544,891 dols. in United States currency. During the last 13 
years of uninterrupted prosperity the Huanchaca Company has 
realised a clear profit of 26,000,000 bolivianos, while the increas- 
ing richness of the ores mined give promise of largely increased 
profits, and justifies the prediction that Huanchaca shares, now 
worth 3,600 bolivianos each, will ultimately reach 5,000 bolivianos 
yer share. The report of the annual meeting of the directors 
eld Ist October 1890, estimates the ores in sight and held as a 
reserve at 5,500,000 marcs. This company was organised in 
1873 by Dr. Aniceto Arce, now President of Bolivia, and one of 
its largest shareholders, and has a capital stock of 6,000,000 
bolivianos divided into shares of 1,000 bolivianos each. The 
company’s stock is largely owned by citizens of Chili, and hence 
the directory is located in Valparaiso. It controls all the mines 
of the Pulacayo district, embracing 480 pertenencias, or claims, 
_ each 100 metres square. In 1887 the stockholders entered into 
an arrangement with the Nitrate Railway Company of Antofagasta 
and built a railroad from Antofagasta, on the Chilian coast, to 
Pampa Alta, on the: Western frontier of Bolivia, a distance of 
151 kilometres, and from thence, unaided, completed the road to 
Huanchaca, a distance in all of 640 kilometres, or 433 miles. 
This road, having recently passed into other hands, is now being 
extended from Uyuni to Oruro, a distance of 312 kilometres, and 
is now within 12 kilometres of completion. Another important 
enterprise successfully carried through by this company was the 
cutting of the Pulacayo tunnel, by means of means of which 
railway communication is extended from Uyuni directly to the 
great mining properties of the Huanchaca Company. Work was 
begun on this tunnel 1st September 1882, and its total length of 
3,307 metres was finished 25th September 1887, at a cost of 
544,582 bolivianos. 


Among other mining districts the property of the Aullagas 
Company is, perkaps, the richest in Bolivia, with the possible 
exception of the Colquechaca. Of the total production of the 
Aullagas for 1890, viz., 151,309°12 mares, none of its ores yielded 
less than 1,288 ounces per ton, while, according to the company’s 
annual report for 1889, the total of 4,265: 50 quintals exported 
during the calendar year 1888 averaged 2,830 ounces per ton. 

The mines of the Oruro district are among the richest and 
most prosperous in Bolivia, especially the famous San José mine, 
better known as the “Penny mine.” This mine is producing at 
the rate of 3,000 dols. per day. 

The Itos and Socavon, owned by. the Compafiia Minera de 
Oruro ;.the Atocha, under the management of Seiior Carlos Petot, 
Vice-Consul-General of France in Bolivia; and the Santo Cristo 
and Tetilla, owned principally in this city, are among the best 
pwying mines of the country, and are now working about 3,000 
employés, 
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-XI.—MINERAL PRODUCTION OF NEW 
ZEALAND. 


The following particulars of the mineral production of New 
Zealand are extracted from the report on the statistics of that 
colony for 1890, prepared by Mr. W. R. E. Brown, Registrar- 
General of New Zealand :— 

Important as are the grazing and dairy interests to New 
Zealand, yet the future is intimately bound up with mining 
interests ; the mineral resources are very great. In the past these 
have had a most important influence on the development and 
progress of the colony. Gold to the value of 46,425,629/. was 
obtained prior to the 3lst December 1890. The gold produce in 
1890 was of the value of 773,438/, In the earlier years gold was 
obtained from alluvial diggings, but at the present time largely 
from gold-bearing quartz, which is distributed widely through 
several parts of the colony, and thus there is a much better 
prospect for the permanency of this industry than was afforded by 
the alluvial diggings. The amount of silver extracted to the end 
of 1890 only amounted to 134,997/., but recent discoveries of ore 
give promise of large production in the future. Of other minerals 
the product to the same date amounts to 8,969,020/., of which 
kauri gum yielded 5,394,687. and coal with coke 3,362,368/. 

The following gives the production of precious metals and 
minerals during the year 1890:—Gold, 193,193 ozs., valued at 
773,4381; silver, 32,637 ozs., valued at 6,162/.; antimony ore, 
515 tons, valued at 11,121/.; manganese ore, 482 tons, valued at 
1,004/.,. hematite ore, 1} tons, valued at 52; mixed minerals, 
19 tons, valued at 273/.; coal, 635,481 tons, valued at 349,9362 ; 
coke exported, 2,218 tons, valued at 3,334/.; kauri gum, 7,438 
tons, valued at 378,563/.; total value, 1,523,836/. 

The approximate total output of the coal mines to the 31st 
December 1890 amounted to 6,456,674 tons. Extensive coal- 
fields exist in the colony, coal being found in various parts, and 
mines are worked in the provincial districts of Auckland, Nelson, 
Canterbury, and Otago. The different kinds of coal have been 
classed by Sir James Hector as follows :— 

Class I.—Hydrous, containing an excess of water.—This class 
includes lignite, brown coal, and pitch coal. 

Class IJ.—Anhydrous, containing very little water—In this 
class are glance coal, semi-bituminous, and bituminous coal. 

Of the hydrous coals, brown coal is of value for local con- 
sumption, but useless for the production of gas or steam. Pitch 
coal is a valuable coal for fuel and steam purposes, but does not 
yield gas. 

Of the anhydrous coals the bituminous coal is of a very superior 
kind, being equal to, if not better than, the best descriptions used 
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in any part of the world. It is especially valuable for gas 
companies, and is eagerly sought fur gas works and iron foundries, 
even at an advance of 10 to 20 per cent. on the price of any other 
coal. 

Engineers of local steamers esteem it 20 per cent. better than 
the best New South Wales coal for steam purposes. The valuable 
character of this coal for steam purposes was shown when 
H.M.S. “ Calliope” was, on account of using it, enabled to weather 
the hurricane at Samoa, which was so disastrous to vessels of 
other nations, and escape to sea. Sir James Hector has recently 
established the various coal-fields in the colony to contain on the 
whole 444 million tons, but the incompleteness of the surveys 
necessarily makes the estimate a very rough and probably very 
ixsufiicient one. 

Petroleum oils of good quality have been found at the Sugar- 
loaves rocks, a short distance from the mainland near New 
Plymouth; at Waipaoa, near Poverty Bay, and at Manutahi 
Waiapu, East Cape. ‘The attempts made at Waiapaoa to secure 
oil in marketable quantities have been so far unsuccessful, and it 
is still uncertain whether better results will be obtained from the 
borings now in operation at the Sugarloaves, Taranaki. 

There are several mineral products not enumerated in the list 
given which exist in the colony, some in ascertained considerable 
quantities—e.g., iron, copper, chrome, lead, and zinc ores. The 
purest form of marble is found in many localities in the Middle 
Island, also a great variety of excellent limestone suitable for 
building and other purposes. 


XIL—AUSTRALIAN STATE RAILWAYS. 


The Comptroller of Accounts of the South Australian railways 
has issued a comparative statement of the statistics of the various 
Australasian State-owned railwayz. All the figures are fer the 
financial year 1890-91, except in the cases of New Zealand, the 
returns for which are made up to March 31st, 1891, and of Tasmania 
the figures relating to which are for the calendar year 1890. 
According to a summary of this report appearing in the Adelaide 
Observer, the additions to the mileage during the 12 months havea 
little altered the average cost per mile, but South Australia still 
shows up well. The cheaper lines recently constructed in Victoria 
have reduced the average in that colony by about 1,000/., and it is 
now stated at 12,855/. per mile; in New South Wales it is 14,5592; 
and in South Australia it is 6,842/ In Queensland the average cost 
per mile is 6,487/., but as all the lines in that colony are narrow 
gauge, and nearly a third of the lines of Sonth Australia are broad 
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gauge, the latter can ‘colony still claim to have the most cheaply 
constructed railway system in Australasia, with the exception of 
Western Australia, where there are only about 188 miles belonging 
to the Government. That this cheapness has not been secured at 
the cost of efficiency is suggested by the fact that the per-centage 
of working expenses to revenue is less in South Australia than in 
any of the other colonies with which a comparison is instituted. Of 
course this per-centage is controlled by a variety of circumstances, 
such as the amount of traflic, the rates charged, and the scale of 
wages paid to those who work the lines. As a general rule, how- 
ever, it may be inferred that the lines are in good working order 
and well equipped if the working expenses are only 50°42 per 
cent. of the revenue, which was the proportion in South Australia 
for last year. In Tasmania it was as high as 81°16; in Victoria 
it was 70°05; and in New South Wales it was 61°57. 

In the number of train-miles run Victoria is of course a long 
way ahead of the others, the figures being for Victoria nearly 
twelve millions and a quarter, for New South Wales not quite 
eight millions and a half, and for South Australia rather more 
than three millions and three-quarters. ‘The total earnings per 
train-mile were, in New South Wales, 85°88d. ; in South Australia, 
77°94d.; and in Victoria, 6463d. The net earnings per train- 
mile, after deducting working expenses, were, in South Australia, 
about 3s. 2¢..1n New South Wales about 2s. 8d., and in Victoria 
about 1s. 8d. In the net return of interest on the cost of con- 
struction South Australia takes far and away the first place, the 
per-centage being 5°32. New South Wales comes next, her lines 
yielding 3°60 per cent. on the outlay. It is satisfactory to note 
that in spite of the very large expenditure incurred during the 
last two or three years in improving the New South Wales lines, 
and in spite of, or perhaps because of, the much greater facilities 
offered to passengers, the lines paid better last year than in the 
preceding twelve months. Victoria comes in as a bad third, the 
net yield in her case being only 2°78 per cent. on the cost of 
construction, which is a considerable falling off from the preceding 
twelve months, There is one item in the return which is very 
suggestive. New South Wales has 1,023 coaching vehicles— 
carriages, as they are popularly called. With these she carried 
in the twelve months rather more than nineteen million passengers, 
who yielded a revenue of 995,053/. Victoria has 1,085 coaches, 
which carried nearly seventy-two million passengers, who contri- 
buted 1,463,721/. of the railway receipts. South Australia has 
425 coaches, which carried rather more than five and a quarter 
millions of passengers, yielding a revenue of 269,750/. 


4 
4 
A 
« 


Apr. 1892.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 411 


XIII —TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Rates for Drawback on Cotton Yarns and Cloth. 


Note-—Poud = 36 lbs avoirdupois. Rouble = 100 copecks = 
3s 2d, 


In a report to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
dated the Ist March last, Mr. E. F. Law, Her Majesty’s Com- 
mercial Attaché at that capital, states that the scale of drawbacks 
to be granted on the exportation from Russia of cotton yarns and 
cloth has now been officially published, and is as follows :— 

(1.) On grey and bleached yarns and cloth, 1 rouble 30 copecks 
in gold per poud, or approximately 1-372 pence per lb. 

(2.) On printed and dyed yarns and cloth (except Turkey 
reds), 1 rouble 50 copecks gold per poud, or approximately 
1 +6333 pence per lb. 

(3.) On Turkey red yarns and cloth, 1 rouble 85 copecks gold 
per poud, or approximately 1* 952 pence per lb. 

The foliowing are the per-centages of the market price of goods 
which will thus be returned to exporters, calculated on the approxi- 
mate current prices indicated :-— 

On yarns at 15 roubles per poud, 13°3 per cent.; on grey 
cloth at 18 r. 50 ¢. per poud, 10°8 per cent.; on prints at 30r. per 
poud, 8 per cent.; on Turkey red yarns 24 r. per poud, 12°3 per 
cent. ; on Turkey red cloth 30 r. per poud, 9° 8 per cent. 

The present duty on raw cotton is 1 rouble 20 copecks gold 
per poud, and the drawback on grey yarn is supposed to cover 
this payment, with an allowance for waste in manufacture. 

The drawbacks on printed and dyed goods include an extra 
allowance for duty presumably paid on the chemicals and colouring 
matters employed, but it is impossible to say that there will 
be any close correspondence between this extra allowance and 
the amounts which may actually have been paid in duties. 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
under the Russian Customs tariff have recently been given by 
the Russian Customs authorities :— 

Unpolished and unpainted wooden boxes and photograph frames, 
in an unfinished state, destined for ornamentation by painting or 
encaustic process under corresponding points of section 61 of 
Tariffi—Duty from 70 copecks to 10 roubles gold per poud. 
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Concave mirror glasses with amalgam, the superficial dimension 
of each piece of which is less than 50 square vershoks, under 
section 215 of tariff as toilet appurtenance.—Duty from 2 roubles 
to 25 copecks gold per poud. 


Free Export of Maize from Kutais. 


Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 8th March, 
states that the Official Gazette of the 25th of February (8th 
March) 1892 contains an Imperial ukase allowing the free 
exportation abroad of maize grown in the province of Kutais. 

The measure has been adopted in view of the good harvest of 
maize in the above province, the yield of which was considerably 
in excess of Jocal requirements, it having been at the same time 
found impossible to transport the surplus stocks of this maize to 
the localities which are suffering from the failure of the crops of 
1891. 

With the above exception (and that of the permission recently 
accorded to the coast population of the north to export rye in 
exchange for Norwegian fish) the prohibition against the shipment 
from Russia of breadstuffs as notified by the ukases of the 28th 
of July, 16th October, and 3rd November last remains in full 
force. 


Russta.— FINLAND. 


Duty on Russian Sugar, 
. Note.—Mark = 9-£,d. Kilogramme = 2: 204 Ibs. avcirdupois. 


The Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 25th of February 
says that the Finnish Imperial Senate has assented to the levying 
of a duty of 20 marks per 100 kilogrammes, gross weight, on 
raisin sugar. 


SWEDEN. 
Tariff Changes. 


Mr. Hugh Gough, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Stock- 
holm, in a despatch to the Foreign Office dated the 24th March, 
says that one of the questions which has agitated the Swedish 
kingdom for some years past, namely, the tariff treatment of neces- 
saries of life, particularly corn, seems to have been satisfactorily 
disposed of on the 18th and 19th March at meetings of the two 
Chambers of the Reichstag sitting and voting in common. As 
a result of the discussions, the following changes have been 
-adopted 

The tax on corn unground (rye and wheat) was reduced from 
2 kr. 50 Gres (2s. 9d.) to 1 kr. 25 Gres (1s, 43d.) per 100 kilogs. 
(220 Ibs.) till the end of 1892, and if ground from 4 kr, 30 Gres 
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(4s. 8d.) 10 2 kr. 50 Gres for the same period. By further voting 
these diminutions were extended to 1893. 

Unground barley, maize, peas, and beans were also reduced 
from 2 kr, 50 dres per 100 kilogs. to 1 kr. 25 Gres. 

Oats and vetches were made free, the present tax being 1 kr. 
per 100 kilogs. 

risen sorts of corn (not specified) were reduced from 2 kr. 
50 ores to 1 kr. 25 Gres per 100 kilogs. 

Malt (crushed or not) was reduced from 3 kr. to 1 kr. 50 dres 
per 100 kilogs. 

Further decisions were as follows :— 


se Tax voted. Present Tax. 
Kr. Ore. Kr. Ore. 
Bread - - - | Kilog. 02°5 0 04°3 
Rice (not or paddy - | 100 kilogs. 1 25 2 50 
Rice meal . - a 2 50 4 30 
Bran - - Free. 0 30 
Potatoes - - - - Free. 0 50 
Roots (edible) - - - - Free. Free. 
Meat (not birds) - - - - | Kilog 0 07 0 O07 
Pork (not - ~ - 0 lu 0 2 
Cattle - - | Head 10 00 10 00 
Sheep - - - - - Pr 1 00 1 00 
Pigs - - | Kilog 0 15 0 15 
Butter - - - - - ss 0 20 0 20 
Do., artificial - - - 0 20 | 0 20 
| | Not hitherto 
Oleomargarine - - - © Oo 20 | meitioned 
| in tariff. 
Lard - - | 0 20 0 20 


A Royal decree, dated the 24th March, put into force on the 
26th of that month the reduction ou the first two articles, namely, 
corn unground (ryeand wheat) froin 2 kr. 50 dres to 1 kr. 25% Gres, and 
corn eround (meal of all sorts) from 4 kr. 30 Gres to 2 kr. 50 Gres. 

All the other items belong to next year’s budget, that is, the 
reductions will operate from the lst January 1893. 


Pilotage of the Scheldt. 


Mr. M. Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Brussels, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, ‘dated the 12th March, 
transmits a copy of a law as published in the Official Gazette 
dated the 27th February, approving the convention signed at 
The Hague on the 4th May 1891, between Belgium and the 
Netherlands, for the modification of Article 59 of the Inter- 
national Arrangement of the 20th May 1843, relative to pilotage 
in the Scheldt and the common supervision of that river. 
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FRANCE. 


Regulations respecting the Rebate of Duty on Cotton Tissues 
Exported. 


- The Journal Officiel for the 8th March publishes a decree of 
the President of the French Republic, containing the regulations 
governing the payment of rebate of duty on cotton tissues 
exported and made from imported yarns. 

Art. 1 of this decree provides that the repayments of duties 
authorised by Article 10 of the law of the 1]th January 1892 
are calculated on the basis of the minimum tariff, according to 
kind, the French commercial number and the net weight of the 
raw yarns, single or twisted, which are used for the manufacture 
of tissues enumerated in that article. 

Art. 2 is to the effect that the proportion of the cotton yarns 
contained in the tissues of mixed silk and cotton is fixed according 
to the state of the tissue and of the cotton yarns at the time of 
exportation, and not according to the weight of these yarns in 
the raw state. 

Art. 3. Those tissues are considered as tissues of dyed cotton 
yarns which present continuous coloured designs, spaces of five 
centimetres at the most and which consist entirely of yarn of 
pure cotton, dyed or bleached before weaving. 

Art. 4 states :—By guipures entitled to the drawback authorised 
by Article 10 of the law of the 11th January 1892, must be 
understood guipures in bands or widths, indicated in No. 420 of 
Table A. of the said law, as well as guipures for upholstering 
(or bobinet-tulles) classified under No. 415 of that table. 

Art. 5. When, in warp and woof tissues, the warp or woof is 
formed of yarns of different numbers, it is considered as belonging 
to the lowest number, and the repayment of duties is calculated 
accordingly. 

Art. 6. The allowances of weight in addition (majorations) for 
laces, tulles, and muslins, in virtue of the last line of the first 
paragraph of the Article 10 referred to above, and the rate of 
which is fixed by the Consultative Committee of Arts and Manu- 
factures, are calculated according to the net weight of these tissues 
in the raw state. 

Art. 7. There are established for figured muslins, laces, tulles, 
and other articles not admitting of unravelling, types represent- 
ing the average of the kind and number of yarns used in 
manufacture. 

Art. 8. Every exporter claiming the benefits of Art. 10 of the 
law of the 11th January 1892, must make a declaration to a 
Customs office. This declaration oniy holds good for sums of 
at least 10 francs. 

Arts. 9 and 10 provide that the declaration and papers attached 
to it must contain full particulars of the goods exported. 

Arts. 11, 12, and 13. specify the steps to be taken on the verifi- 
cation and analysis of the goods by the Customs officials. 

Art. 14 indicates the manner in which drawbacks are paid. 
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Art. 15 gives the steps to be taken in event of contraventions 
of the regulations, 

Art. 16 provides that the dispositions of the decree are to take 
effect from the 1st April 1892. 


France.—Tunis. 


Amendment of Export Tariff. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 23rd March, 
Mr. R. Drummond Hay, Her Majesty’s Consul at Tunis, transmits 
copy of a Beylical decree of the 17th March, extracted from the 
Journal Officiel Tunisien of the same date, whereby the export 
duties hitherto levied on fresh and salt butter, wax, tar, grease, 
dry husks of olives treated with sulphide of carbon, pickled olives, 
goat and camel hair, slag, soda, and tan are abolished, and the 
export duty on oil of olive husks is reduced from 3°82 francs to 
1°50 francs per hundred kilogrammes. 


Sparn.—CusBa, 


Regulations affecting Artificial Wines, 


The Journal des Tarifs et Traites de Commerce for the 
17th March, says that the introduction, manufacture, sale, and 
circuJation of artificial wines are prohibited in the island of Cuba. 
Ia view of this prohibition a Royal Order of the 10th November 
1891 has decreed the establishment at Havana of a laboratory for 
testing wines. 


ITALY, 
Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 
Note.—Lire = Quintal = 2204 lbs. avoirdupois. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Italian Customs tariff have recently been given by the Italian 
Customs authorities :— 

Albums for photographs and portraits.— Category 3294. Duty, 
200 lire per quintal. 

. Photographic apparatus ; the apparatus itselfi—Category 2284. 
Duty, 125 lire per quintal; the support—Category 1706 Duty, 
18 lire per quintal. 

Harmonicas.—Category 331. Duty, 2 lire each. 

Buttons partly covered with silk.—Category 3296. Duty, 200 
lire per quintal. 

Cardboard for packing bottles—Category 187. Duty, 89 lire 
per quintal. 
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Textile belts for machinery.—Category, 1292 (3). Duty, 190 
lire per quintal. 

Extract of meat in glass bottles, 40 lire per quintal, calculated 
on the weight of the bottles, with 14 per cent. taken off. 

Artificial flowers of porcelain, with twigs and leaves of other 
maierial.—Category 338. Duty, 15 lire per kilogramme. 

Strips of wood covered with iron plating for mechanical uses. 
—Category 226. Duty, 11 lire per quintal. 

Common street locomotives, without tender.—Category 226d. 
Duty, 14 lire per quintal. 

Umbrellas with silver handle.—Category 34la. Duty, 140 lire 
per hundred. 

Skates.—Category 206d (3). Duty, 30 lire per quintal. 

Pyrophosphate of iron.— Category 62. Duty, 1290 lire per 
quintal. 

Boxes for toilet powder without the puffi—Category 208d (4). 
Duty, 26 lire per quintal. 

Rye.—Category 265d. Duty, 11°50 lire per ton. 

Spiral tubes of iron.—Category 207) (4). Duty, 25 lire per 
quintal. The same of brass.—Category 21lg. Duty, 30 lire per 
quintal. 

Glass tubes for lamps.—Cateyory 258). Duty, 15 lire per quintal. 

Apollinaris water—-Category 1. Duty, 0°50 lire per quintal. 

Aromatic and Angostura bitters. —Category 62. Duty, 120 lire 
per quintal, in addition to duty on such alcohol as it may hold. 

Hernia belts.—Category 1975. Duty, 120 lire per quintal. 

Sewing machines, including the top of the table but without the 
supports.—Category 226/ (1). Duty, 30 lire per quintal. 

Furniture of common wood, bent, with part of common wood 
not bent, and with looking-glass and accessories of metal and 
porcelain.—Category 165a (1). Duty, 30 lire per quintal. 

“ Sunlight ” soap.—Category 64a. Duty, 8 lire per quintal. 

Sulphosteatite of copper.—Category 246a. Exempt from duty. 

Textures of wool in pieces of different quality, joined by stitches. 
—Category 142. Duty, 175 lire per quintal, with addition of 
50 per cent. for the stitching. 

Vases and goblets of glass. —Category 258a. Duty, 8°50 lire 
per quintal. 

Common bottles with stamped inscriptions—Category 259. 
Duty, 4 lire per quintal. 

Vests for men of woollen net mixed with silk, ornamented with 
ribbons of silk.—Category 154. Duty, 11 lire per kilog., with the 
addition of 50 per cent. for the stitching. 

Printed books in the Latin language.—Category 188a (2). 
Exempt from duty. 

Saddle-rings and bits for horses of cast iron, Category 201c(1). 
Duty, 10 per quintal. 

Iron tubes for automatic Westinghouse brakes. Category 
206) (2). Duty, 17°50 lire per quintai. 
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GREECE. 
Tariff Changes, 


Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Minister at Athens, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 22nd February, for- 
wards the following translation of a law passed by the Greek 
Chamber of Deputies on the 20th February making certain 
alterations in the Customs tariff applicable from the 1st (13th) 
February last :— 

Art. 1. Fifteen per cent. additional charge shall be levied on 
the import duties in force, to which shall be added the difference 
for gold payment, as established in Article 24 of the law of 1887. 

Art. 2. The following articles shall be exempted from the 
above-mentioned additional duty :— 

1. Wheat and the mixture of wheat and rye in the grain 
(Class 19 of the tariff ). 

2. Sugar of any quality and make; sucre de fecule and syrups 
made of it; glucose of any density, as well as honey, either liquid 
or in the comb (Class 137 of the tariff). 

3. Cotton tissues coloured, drills and the like striped; aladzas, 
as also checkered tissues in use by working classes and servants 
(alinea 2 of Class 159 of the Customs tariff). 

4. All articles upon which a conventional duty is levied. 

Art. 3. Wharf tax shall not be levied upon the additional duty 
established in Art. 1 of the present law. 


TuRKEY —CRETE. 
Imposition of a Landing Duty. 


‘The Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce for the 17th 
March says that the Ottoman Government has established for 
one year on merchandise imported into the Island of Crete a 
surtax known as a “landing duty,” the revenue from which is to 
be devoted to the improvement of schools and to certain works of 
public utility. Foreign powers having all successively accepted 
this new tax, the French Government has also notified to the 
Porte her adhesion to the proposed measure, but with formal 
reservations concerning the temporary character of this measure 
which must not be understood as constituting a precedent for the 
future. 

The regulation by which the landing duty is established, and 
which is in force for a year, dating from the 15th (17th) January 
last, is as follows :— 

1. All packages imported will be classed in two categories. On 
every package of the first category, that is to say, on those of 
superior value, a duty of one piastre will be collected. Articles 
which are not imported in packages but in bulk. such as iron, 
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wood, coal, &c., will pay one piastre per 100 piastres (1 per cent.) 
on the value of the article admitted by the Customs. 

2. Personal articles and those belonging to public and military 
authorities, as well as articles imported to be afterwards exported 
in transit from the island are exempted from the surtax. 


MALta. 
The Import of Cattle and Cattle Products, 


According to a notice issued by the Governor of Malta on the 
8th March, the importaticn of cattle of any kind from Egypt, 
the province of Naples, Calabria, and Sicily is prohibited, with 
the exception of horses from the latter island; and the introduc- 
tion into these islands of wool, hides, skins, horns, bones, and 
hoofs from the above places and from countries where epidemic 
diseases are prevailing, is likewise prohibited. 


UnitEp STATES. 
Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions respecting the construction to be given 
to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles in the 
Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws of the 
United States have recently been given by the Customs authorities 
in that country :— 

Iron sheets or plates, No. 13 wire gauge in thickness, 88 ins. 
in length and 58 ins. in width, thickly perforated with holes, 
which are in size No. 8 wire gauge on one side of the plate and 
No. 12 wire guage on the other, are dutiable at 45 per cent. under 
paragraph 215 N. T. 

Tin foil, tin being the component material of chief value, is 
dutiable at 55 per cent. under paragraph 143 N, T. 

A vegetable grease known and sold for two years as a substitute 
for cocoa butter, is dutiable as cocoa butterine at 34 cents a pound 
under paragraph 320. 

Dry white powder called “ lithophone,” composed of sulphate 
of barytes about 70 per cent. and sulphide of zinc about 30 per 
cent., is dutiable at 25 per cent. under paragraph 61 as a colour 
not spevially provided for. ; 

Parts of deer horns and deer horn tips, stained, are unmanu- 
factured, and therefore exempt from duty under paragraph 611. 

Bleached loosely woven cotton cloth with small figures or dots 
woven therein, an imitation of so-called “dotted Swiss,’ and 
known as “Scotch lappets,” or figured muslin, is dutiable as 
bleached cotton cloth containing over 50 and not over 100 threads 
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to the square inch and valued under 9 cents per square yard, at 
3 cents per square yard under paragraph 345, Act of October lst, 
1890. 

Unbleached cotton cloth, a portion of which has raised figured 
stripes resembling ‘‘ damask,” and a portion having raised stripes 
in the form of cords, and sometimes called “ barred muslin,” 
returned by the appraiser as unbleached cotton cloth, counting 
variously between 100 and 150 threads to the square inch, and 
valued at over 8 cents per square yard, and exceeding 200 threads 
to the square inch, and valued at over 10 cents per square yard, 
is assessed for duty at 40 per cent. and 45 per cent. ad valorem 
respectively, under paragraphs 346 and 348 of the Act of October 
lst, 1890. 

“Slate memorandum books,” made of paper with a coating of 
prepared silicate or other substance on each page, producing a 
slate-like surface, and having a leather loop attached to the edge 
of the cover for holding a pencil of slate, specially prepared for 
use with the book, being a manufacture of which paper is the 
component material of chief value, are dutiable at 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Refuse flax threads or waste from the manufacture of linen is 
dutiable at 10 per cent. under paragraph 472, 

Towels or towelling not counting more than 100 threads to 
the square inch in both warp and filling, are dutiable under 
paragraph 371 of the new Tariff Act at 50 per cent. ad valorem, 

So-called glass or pekble lenses, some concave and others 
convex, ground and polished, but not cut from the rough glass or 
pebble out of which they have been wrought, but partly manu- 
factured, are dutiable at 45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 
122 of the Act of October Ist, 1890. 

Cottor fringes, including certain descriptions called “ ball 
fringe,” white and variously coloured, used exclusively for 
trimming various articles, and known commercially by the generic 
name “ trimmings,” are dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 373, Act of October 1st, 1890. 


Urvuavay. 
New Port and Light Dues. 


Mr, A. Grenfell, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Monte 
Video, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 17th February, 
encloses copy and translation of the new law of ports and light- 
house dues, which was sanctioned by the Chambers on the 8th 
February, and received the President’s signature on the 9th. The 
principal points of this important measure are :— 

That the national lighthouse dues, which were three cents per 
registered ton, have been abolished; private lighthouse dues, 
which were 12} cents, have been reduced to 7} cents; packet 
privilege dues, which were 90 dollars per steamer, have also been 
taken off. 
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These alterations wili reduce the expenses of a steamer with 
cargo or passengers to about one-third of what were formerly 
paid. Furthermore, all steamers coming for coals, provisions, in 
distress, or for repairs, will be free of all port dues, thus converting 
Monte Video, to a great extent, into a free port. 


New ZEALAND. 


Modifications in Duty on Tobacco. 


Acccording to a recent enactment of the New Zealand Legis- 
lature the rate of import duty to be paid on unmanufactured 
tobacco to be manufactured in the colony is reduced from 2s. to 
1s. 6d. per lb. from the 1st January of this year (1892) to the end 
of 1893, to be again raised to 2s. from Ist January 1894 to the 
end of 1896. The excise duties previously enacted, which would 
otherwise have expired on the 3lst December last, are by this 
enactment continued in force. 


MAvrRITIUS. 
Tariff Changes. 


Under Ordinance 21 of the 22nd December 1891 of the 
Government of Mauritius, a surcharge of 10 per cent. is leviable 
on import duties except those on rice, salt fish or dried fish, wheat 
and wheat flour, dholl, lentils, wine in casks, salt beef and salt 
pork (salt pork does not include hams and bacon). This continues 
in force up the 31st December 1892. 

Under Ordinance 22 of 1891 matches pay a duty of 0°75 rupee 
per gross on boxes containing each not more than 100 matches, 
and a proportional duty on boxes containing more than 100 matches. 
This duty is to be paid till the 31st December 1892. 

The notes on pp. 281 and 284 of the Board of Trade Journal 
for March 1891, are therefore modified in the above sense. 


GRENADA, 


Amendment of Customs Tariff. 


According to an Ordinance of the Governor of Grenada, dated 
the 31st December 1891, all export duties for the island of 
Grenada for the year 1892 are suspended. Ordinance No. 11 of 
1891 prohibits the importation into Grenada of volatile petroleum 
(i.e, such as gives off inflammable vapour at a temperature less 
than 80 degrees Fahrenheit). 
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Srecran Tanrirr, No. I. (Note 


[Apr. 1892, 


For Payment of Dury in on the Marertat of the Rarpway Companins, 
comprised in Art. 34 of the Bupcer Law of 1877-78. 


No. Articles. Special Tariff. 
Per 100 kilogs. 
Pes. cts. 
1 | Iron and steel rails - - - - 1, 80 
2 | Fish-plates - - 1 80 
3 Bolts, pins, and screws - - - - - - 2 7 
4 Iron sleepers and stays of iron, and fixing accessories - i 75 
5 | Iron and steel switches and the for samme sepa- 95 
rately. - - - 
6 | Iron and steel tyres for locomotives and tenders - 2 85 
7 | Iron and steel wheels for same, excepting the tyres ard 
axles - - 2 15 
8 | Iron and steel tyres for carriages and trucks - 2 55 
9 | Iron and steel wheels for same, ns the tyres and 
axles 1 5u 
10 | Iron and steel axles for locomotives 4 75 
11 Ditto, ditto, for carriages and vans - - - 2 95 
12 | Cast-iron chairs - - - 1 60 
13 | Steel springs for locomotives eundien, carriages, and 
trucks - - - 4 50 
14 | Iron frames for trucks - - - - - 5 45 
15 | Iron buffers for carriages and trucks - - - 4 $5 
16 | Iron cables for ditto - - - 2 3 75 
17 | Iron pieces for bridges - - - - 3 00 
18 | Iron turning tables - - . - S an 
19 Carriages, 1st class (Note 2) - - - - 18 00 
20 | Ditto, 2nd class (Note2) - - - 10 00 
21 Ditto, 3rd class (Note 2) - - a - 8 00 
22 Trucks of all kinds - 5 00 
23 | Copper tubes - -. - - 27 «25 
24 | Steel spiral springs - - - - § 75 


“Nore 1. 1 —For the application of this ‘tariff, see the Law of 6th J uly 1888. 


Nore 2:—Mixed railway carriages shall pay duty on the compartment of the 
highest class which they comprise. 


Sreciat Tarirr, No. 2. (Note 1.) 


For Payment of Duty 1n Casu on the Matertat of those Ratnway 


Companiks that have adhered to Art. 19 of the Bupcrer Law of 1876-77. 


mob = 


| 


Articles. 


Iron and steel rails - . - - 
Fish-plates - - - - - | 
Bolts, spikes, and screws - - | 
Iron sleepers and stays and other fixing accessories - 


Special Tariff. 


Per 100 kilogs. 
Pes. 


cts. 
90 
90 
35 
85 


Apr. 1892.] NEW SPANISH CUSTOMS TARIFF. 435 
| 
No. | Articles, | Special Tariff. 
| Per 100 kilogs. 
| Pes. cts. 
5 | Iron and steel switches and the pieces for same 
separately - - - | 
6 | Iron and steel tyres for locomotives ‘ond tenders - - | 1 45 
7 Tron and steel wheels for “a, excepting the tyres and | 
axles - - -) 1 10 
8 | Iron and steel tyres for carriages and trucks ~ : 1 30 
9 | Iron and steel wheels for ao, omgeny the tyres and 
axles 0 75 
10 | Iron and steel axles for leomeetiv es ond tenders - 2 35 
11 Ditto, ditto, for carriages and trucks - - | i 30 
12 | Cast-iron chairs - - | 0 80 
13 | Steel springs for locomotives, sentees, carriages, and 
| _ trucks - - - - - 2 25 
14 | Iron frames for trucks - - 2 70 
15 | Iron buffers for carriages and trucks - - 2 35 
16 | Iron cables for ditto - - - 1 85 
17. | Iron pieces for bridges - - - | 1 50 
18 | Ironturning tables - - - - | 1 65 
19 | Carriages, Ist class (Note 2) - - - - 6 50 
20 | Ditto, 2nd class (Note 2) - - = | 5 00 
21 | Ditto, 3rd class (Note 2) . - - | 4 00 
22 | Trucks of all kinds . - - - | 2 50 
23 | Copper tubes - - - | 13. 60 
24 | Steel spiral springs - . - | 2 85 
25 | Brass tubes for locomotives - - - | 10 00 
26 | Copper pieces for engines - - - | 12 50 
27 =| Tron pieces worked up, for present use in engines, | 
carriages, or buildings 3 90 
28 | Wrought iron in tubes for engine boilers - - | 1 60 
29 | Weighing machines - - r2 | 5 00 
30 | Telegraph wire - - - - - | 2 10 
| Per cubic metre. 
31 | Telegraph posts - - - - - 2 50 
| Per 100 kilogs. 
32 | Suspenders for ditto - - 5 00 
33 | Transmission and reception apparatus 1 00 
| Per cubic metre. 
34 | Wooden sleepers - - - = 2 50 
| Per 100 kilogs. 
35 | Machine and carriage lamps - - - | 4 00 
36 | Water tanks - - - - 1 70 
37 Signal dises - - - - 3 00 
38 | Cast-iron tubes for ed and avscharging water 
tanks - 0 80 
39 | Ordinary tools for work on the line - - | 3 25 
| Each. 
Clocks for station-house - 6 25 


Nore 1.—This tariff applies only to tae Maipartida, Placencia te Caceres ; and 


Seville to Huelva Railways. 


Nore 2.—Mixed railway carriages shall pay duty under the number to which the 


conpartment of the highest class which they comprise belongs. 


| 

| 

| 
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Specrat Tarirr, No. 3 


** Duty payable on Manuracturep Toxacco introduced into 
Spary, ve to the Order of tne Recency dated 18th October 1370. 


Per 
No. | Articles. 100 Kilogs. 
| 
Pes. cts. 
1 Snuff produced in Uuba and Porto Rico, and proceeding from 
| same - ~ - - - 8 50 
2 Tobacco dust, ditto, ditto - 18 25 
3 | Cigars, packed up, produced in Cuba or Porto am and 
| __ proceeding from same 9 75 
4 Cigars in bulk produced in Cuba or Porto Rive, 
| _ingfrom - -| 13 00 
5 | Paper cigarettes and chipped tobacco, produced in Cuba or 
| Porto Rico, and proceeding from same - 8 50 
6 | Cigars packed up, produced in Cuba or nies Rico, proceeding 
from foreign ports - 15 06 
7 | Ditto in bulk, ditto, ditto - 18 25 
8 | Paper cigarettes and chipped tobacco, peodaced in Cuba or 
| Porto Rico, preceeding from aa ports - - 14 00 
9 | Snuff, of foreign production - - - -| 10 75 
10 | Foreign tobacco, made up in or cut, 
ceeding from all parts - -| 16 25 
11 | Cigars called “ tusas ” - - - -| 21 50 
12 | Cigars produced in the Philippines and proceeding from same - 9 75 
13 | Paper cigarettes and chipped tobacco produced in the Philip- 
pines and proceeding therefrom - - - 6 50 
Extra register duty - - - - - 2 50 


Observations. 


1, Proof as to the country in which cigars are produced, and their 
direct origin shali be given in the manner r prescribed in the Tariff and 
the Customs Regulations (‘‘ Ordenanzas de Aduanas”’). 

2. The clearance of, payment of duty on, and incidental charges in 
connexion with the importation of cigars shall be governed by the same 
Regulations (‘‘ Ordenanzas ”’). 

3. Manufactured tobacco, whether it be in the form of cigars or cigar- 
ettes, or be chopped (‘‘ picadura ”), orin the form of snurt, shall pay duty, 
inclusive of all the exterior and interior wrappers in which it is presented 
for clearance, whatever their number, class, or material, with the sole 
exception of the common box or outside packing-case containing the 
interior wrappers. 

4, Duty shall be levied on cigarettes and chopped tobacco which are 
imported in bulk, in rough packing cases, apart from these rough packing- 
cases in which they have been conveyed. 

5. Cigarettes made of chopped tobacco, covered with a single leaf of 
tobacco only, shall be considered to be cigars; and those in which chopped 
tobacco is wrapped in paper, even though there bea leaf of tobacco outside 
it, shall be considered to be cigarettes. 


| 
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SrecraL Tarrer, No. 4. 


The following ArticLEs, when imported into Spain or the Balearic Isles, 
proceeding from or loaded at European ports, shall, in addition to the duty 
payable under this Tariff, be subjected to the following surcharge :— 


Per 
No. Articles. 100 Kilogs. 
| 
| Pes. ets. 
1 | Petroleum, crude or refined - - a 0 50 
2 | Cocoa and palm oil - - - ‘ - 1 59 
3 | Indigo - - ~ - - -| 290 00 
4 | Raw cotton - - - - ‘a = 2 50 
5 | Abaca, aloe, and jute, raw - - - 1 oo 
6 | Skins and hides, untanned - - - = 3 00 
f Cocoa - - - - - - 4 00 
8 | Coftee - - - - = 4 50 
9g | Ceylon cinnamon - - - “ . 8 00 
10 | Chinese cinnamon - - - 2 06 
11 | Cloves - - = 38 50 
12 | Pepper - - - - - n iz 3 50 
13 | Tea - - - ‘ 
Notes. 


(1.) Coal and coke shall be cleared in conformity with the weight of the 
quantity received on board, stated in a certificate to be given to the 
captain of the vessel by the Spanish Consul at the port of loading, in 
accordance with the cargo note and bills of lading which the said Consul 
shall demand to see for the purpose. In doubtful cases the Custom houses 
may verify the weight of the coal or coke. 

(2.) Crude shale oils shall be understood to be those obtained by a first 
distillation, and distinguished by their yellow colour and their density of 
0900 to 0°920, or 66 to 573 cf the centesimal aerometer, equal to 24°69 to 
21°48 Cartier. 

Crude natural mineral oils shall be recognised by the following 

uvalities 
. 1. That when gradually and continuously distilled in a glass vessel at a 
temperature of 300 degrees Centigrade, they shall leave a residue of more 
than 20 per cent. of the original weight. 

2. That this residue shall afterwards leave a minimum of 1 per cent. of 
coke of the total weight of the mineral oils assayed. 

3. That when assayed in the Granier apparatus they shall be inflara- 
mable at a temperature of less than 16 degrees Centigrade. 

All mineral oils which have not the above properties shall be considered 
refiued oils. 

The duties imposed on mineral oils, whether crude or refined, are 
appraised on the net weight of the liquid. 

Bottles (‘‘envases”’) containing the said oils shall pay separately ; 
barrels as casks ; tin boxes as tin worked up; and wooden boxes in which 
the latter are inclosed as common wood worked up. 

In all cases where doubts arise regarding the application of Nos. 7, 8, 
and 9, the Custom houses shall consult the Central Custom House(Direccion 
General de Contribuciones Indirectas). 

As regards crude mineral oils, it shall be indispensable in all cases to 
take samples in the following form :— 

In all clearing of crude mineral oil, a sample of 200 cubic centimetres 
shall be taken from every 50 cases, and a like quantity from every 10 
barrels of the total quantity declared, provided the quality is the same. 
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These samples shall be mixed together in a large bottle, and when the 
clearance of the whole cargo has been effected, two litres shail be taken 
of the samples filling two bottles, and when these bottles have been 
ciosed with sealing wax and stamped, the labels shail be signed by the 
Customs officers and the owner of the goods, and the samples shall be sent 
on to the Director-General of Customs to be assayed. 

The declaration shall be proceeded with at once in accordance with 
No. 8, and the owner of the goods shall be bound by the result of the 
analysis, and the clearance shall not be deemed definitive until that result 
be known. 

The samples shall be assayed within the space of one month, no exten- 
sion of this period being permissible. The owners of the goods shall have 
the right to see the samples opened and assayed, and to appeal to the 
Ministry of Finance from the decision of the Custom house. 

When the owners of the goods request in their appeais that fresh 
assays be made, they shall be liable for the expenses thereof, should no 
change be required to be made in the clearance dues decided on by the 
Custom house. Should the contrary be the case, the expenses shall be 
borne by the Administration. 

In order to secure their right to be present at the clearance, owners 
of goods must demand this in writing when signing the labels of the 
samples. 

3. See Tariff No. 4 respecting arrivals from non-European ports. 


4. Under this number shall be comprised bottles, demijohns, and 
flasks for holding oils, wines, drugs, perfumery, and chemical products, 
provided they be not cut; also thick unpolished glass of more than 
12 millimetres, for skylights and pavements. 

5. Under this number shall be comprised bottles, tumblers, glasses, 
and other articles for table service or lighting purposes, whether of 
crystal or glass, plain or stained. 

6. Only rough bricks, flagstones, and tiles of baked earth or clay, 
employed in the construction of walls, furnaces, &c., are to be included 
in this category. 

7. No. 17 includes small bricks for flooring and fer mosaic work, and 
also the objects comprised under No. 16, employed for building, when 
glazed, painted, enamelled, and made of washed and sifted earths. 

8. The articles of fine earthenware included in this category are dinner 
services and kitchen utensils. 

9. All small objects of luxury, precious for their workmanship, and 
destined generally for the ornament of both sexes, are included in this 
category. 

10. In clearing finished articles, including jewellery and articles of 
gold, silver or platinum filled’ with alloy, the amount which shall be 
thought right shall be deducted from the weight on account of that 
alloy. 

11. Utensils for domestic use, articles for use in churches, and 
generaily all large objects used for the ornamentation of houses, are 
included under this heading. 

12. Articles of cast malleable iron shall pay the same duty as manu- 
factured, and articles of wrought iron. 

13. By rough castings (“‘tochos”) shall be understood rough cast iron 
in masses or prism cylinders, or in any other form that contain dross 
or slag. Forged iron containing dross or slag has usually a ragged or 
uneven appearance. Forged iron in masses or prisms that do not contain 
dross or slag shall pay the same duty as bar iron. In case of doubt, 
this sort of iron shall be assayed by the School of Mines to ascertain its 
quality and class. 

14. Steel cast in crucibles is distinguished from other pieces of iron 
or common steel on account of having its edges bright and clean 
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the face very smooth, the colour blueish and darker than iron, and the 
grain very fine and close. This steel is mostly imported in the form 
of round, square, octagonal, triangular, or flat bars. 


15. By hoops shall be understood plain bands or circles of less than 
three m!limetres in thickness and 160 or less in width. 


16. To polish iren plates, it is necessary to wash them with a solution 
of sulphuric acid, which will remove the oxide of iron; and afterwards 
to apply the pressure of clean hard cylinders. A polished plate may, 
therefore, be thus distinguished from a common plate :—On bending 
double a corner of the latter, and again folding the doubled piece, a thin 
peeling of oxide of iron detaches itself, and this is not found in a plate 
which has been polished. 


17. The mode of applying these numbers shall be merely to count 
the number of threads contained in each inch of the warp. 


18. Parts of fire-arms must be polished, and bear file marks on the 
outside to be included under this heading. 


19. ‘The number of threads comprised in the inch for the application ‘of 
this duty are only those of the warp of the stuff. 


20 and 21. To test gilt articles, they shall be rubbed with hot alcohol, 
and then touched with a drop of nitric acid. If they are varnished only, 
the varnish will come off with the alcohol and the nitric acid will 
act ; if they are gilt the alcohol will cause no corrosion and the nitric 
acid will not have any effect upon them. 

Silvered articles shall be filed until the superficial coating of silver 
gives way, and the colour of the metal of which they are principally 
composed becomes visible. Moreover, if a portion of the plated metal be 
dissolved in nitric acid, the silver (if there be any) will be precipitated 
with chloric acid, thus forming chloride of silver soluble in ammonia and 
possessing tne cnaracieristics of this substance. 

In the case of nickeled objects, the superficial part of the nickel which 
overlays them shall be filed so as to leave uncovered the brass or other 
metal which forms their chief component. 


22 and 23. See Tariff No. 4 on arrivals from non-European countries. 


24. The colours comprised in this number are compounds having a 
metallic basis, and are used mixed, with oil or turpentine, generaly 
insoluble in water, alcohol, or ether, rarely crystallised, and almost: always 
in powder or lumps. Among these are white lead, yellow chromate, 
vermilion, Prussian blue, Thenardtite, English green and parrot green 
papagayo’’). 

25. The colours comprised in this number are called artificial colours or 
organic products in which metallic substances are rarely found. They 
are generally crystallised, soluble in water, alcohol or ether, and are used 
more for dyeing and stamping than in painting, with or without gold- 
size, (“‘ mordiente ”’}. Among these are picric acid, aldehyde green, 
English violet, rose aniline, and salts of the same colours of naphthaline, 
artificial alizarine, &c. 


26. The products or substances comprised in Nos. 118 and 119 shall be 
examined by pharmaceutical inspectors, who shall sign the certificates in 
conjunction with the Customs officials in the following form :— 

The products cleared are correctly stated in the declaration and are 

- . . . « . Orare not—passed as imports, the formula thereof 
having been published (state where); and the composition thereof 
having been ascertained by means of an assay made by A.B, 


27. See Tariff No. 4 on arrivals from non-European countries. 


28. To ascertain the number of the cotton thread according to the 
English system which is to govern this tariff, take any number of metres of 
cotton, and multiply by the fixed number 59 (that is the weight in 
centigrammes of a metre cf cotton of one thread No. 1), and divide the 
product by the number of centigrammes whick the sample under test 
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weighs. The quotient multiplied by the number of threads contained 
therein will give the required English number, 7 to 10 per cent. to be added 
according as the cotton of more than one thread is twisted only or twisted 
and dyed. 


29. The number: of threads shall be estimated by taking half the 
amount contained in a square piece of six millimetres of the weft and of 
the warp of the stuff, the instrument called the “ thread counter”’ (‘‘ cuenta 
hilos ’’) being used for the purpose. 


30. Lace trimming, the maximum width whereof is 10 centimetres, 
shall pay duty under this number, those the width of which is greater 
shall pay as tulles under No. 140. 


31. See Tariff No. 4 on arrivals from non-European countries. 


32. The thread of hemp, flax, or jute twisted of two or more strands, 
(** cabos*’) the weight of which is above five grammes to each 10 metres, 
shall be considered to be twine and pay under this number. 


33. When tissues pay duty according to the number of threads, the 
threads of the warp only shall be counted un a surface of 6 millimetres. 


34. By unwashed wool is to be understood that which being afterwards 
washed in sulphur of carbon (“‘ sulfuro de carbono”’) loses over 10 per cent. 
of its weight. 


35. The carded waste to which this number refers is that which is 
produced by the breaking up or unweaving of old rags which are usually 
dyed and of common description. 


36. By worsted raw or in the grease is to be understood that which 
after having been subjected to the process of washing in sulphur of 
carbon (‘‘ sulfuro de carbono ”’) loses over 10 per cent. in weight. 


37. Under this number the blankets or rugs called ‘‘ plaids” are not 
comprised, and these pay duty according to the class of stuff of which they 
are composed. 


38. By floss silk is understood, that, the filaments of which does not 
reach 20 centimetres in length. 


39. In order to have the benefit of this number the pulp or paste must 
be perforated so that it cannot be used for any purpose except paper 
making. When the paste or pulp is presented for clearance without being 
perforated, the Customs officers sball, at the expense of the owner of the 
goods, break up the sheets in a manner that may render the stuff useless 
for any other purpose than paper making. Paste or pulp not perforated 
shall pay duty as if it were common pasteboard. 


40. Bindings for books shall pay duty under the numbers to which 
their materials belong. When books are bound in boards or in packing 
pasteboard, they shall pay duty on the total weight of the printed matter 
which they contain. 


41. The authors or editors of works printed abroad in the Spanish 
language are the only authorised importers of such works into Spain, and 
they shall pay duty thereon 15 days after a list of the said works has 
been published in the Madrid Gazette by the Minister of Public 
Works. The publication having been thus once made only shall hold 
good for the permission for the importation of any future number of the 
said works except in case of new editions or copies of a distinct character 
that do not correspond with the list published in every detail, in which 
case a new permit for the importation shall be required. 

Newspapers in Spanish printed abroad require no permit for their 
introduction. 


42. Boxes of pasteboard lined with paper more or less common, that may 
be used as packing for handkerchiefs, shirt fronts, buttons, pieces of tissues, 
or other similar articles, shall pay duty in accordance with this number. 
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43. Slabs of marble for tables shall pay duty in conformity with 
No. 2 of this Tariff when they are introduced separately from the articles 
to which they belong. 


44. The height of geldings above the standard height shall be 1 metre 
47 centimetres, and the measurement shall be made by a tape line from 
the hinder part of the forefoot perpendicularly to the withers. 


45. See Tariff No. 4 on arrivals from non-European countries. 


46. Harness and belt ware (‘‘talabartero”) comprise such articles as 
harness, saddles, bridles, &c., of horses, mules, &c., and carriages, all 
sorts of stable fittings (‘‘ atalages”’), objects for travelling, such as bags, 

rtmanteaus, trunks, hat-boxes, and other articles made of leather or 
ined with leather or skin. 


47. String frames for pianos shall pay as pianos, though they be not 
imported with all the pieces which constitute that musical instrument. 


48, By alarum clocks shall be understood those with alarum bells which 
are wound up for 48 hours only, whether they have the same machinery 
for striking the hours and for sounding the alarum, or two distinct 
machineries for these purposes. 


49. Cases, stands, glass shades (‘‘ fanales”’) and other accessories, will 
pay duty as manufactured objects according to their class. 

Clock works, unfinished, and brass pieces for the same, will be taxed 
under heading No. 79. 

Unfinished pieces are those which are only roughly filed, which have 
no escapements, the hands are not adjusted, and the last wheel is not 
cogged. 

When clock works are imported within cases, on stands, &c., and 
the importer does not wish to separate them for their assessment, the 
works and the dial will be reckoned as weighing one kilog., and the rest 
will pay as stated above. 


50. Agricultural machines are those employed by farmers and agricul- 
turists in order to prepare the ground and gather the crops, as also those 
employed in order to clean them and improve them, without essentially 
changing their form. Landlords and tenants who at present enjoy the 
advantages of the law of the 3rd June 1868, when they import implements, 
tools, or agricultural machines shall pay the duty of one peseta per 100 
kilogs. The importers, however, shall be bound to pay any higher tariff 
duty if within a reasonable term to be fixed by the Custom house of 
the locality they do not present a certificate from the mayor giving the 
number, class, and weight of the tools, implements, and machinery, and 
stating that these have been duly placed in the agricultural colony for 
which they are imported, and also a certificate from the competent 
authority, stating that the colony is in the enjoyment of the privileges 
granted by the aforesaid law. 

Should both these documents not be presented, the importers will have 
to pay duty on the articles under their respective tariff numbers. 


51. Machinery and pieces thereof of copper and its alloys with part of 
other metals, provided that copper is the predominant metal, shall pay 
under this number. 


52. In order that the hose and woollen felts used in the manufacture 
thereof may pay under this number, it is requisite to state clearly the 
industry or factory for which they are intended. 

= — classification of machinery, the following rules shall be 
observed :— 


1. By a loose piece of machinery shall be understood any object not 
expressly named under a number of the tariff which, on account of its 
form and the conditions under which it is presented for clearance (although 
it be not completely finished), can only be considered as a part of a machine 
on which duty is paid under any number of the tariff, which refers to 
machirery. 


71418, 
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2. The tubes, bars, axles, screws, sheets, oe. bottoms of boilers, 
wire and other articles expressly mentioned in the tariff, shall pay 
duty under the number of the tariff to which they belong, although 
belonging to machinery. 


8. The appliances, tools, and implements used in arts and industry, 
shall not be considered as loose parts of machinery, and shall pay duty 
under the numbers corresponding to the materials of which they are 
formed. 

53. Under the shipping duties are comprised anchors, kedges, cables, 
chains, barometers, thermometers, chronometers, binnacles, fixed or 
moveable compasses, speaking trumpets, spy-glasses, casks, cordage, and 
masts required for the working and safety of ships according to their 
class, and the amount of spare stores or pieces shall be admitted free of 
duty, according to the class of the ships using the same. 


Among the duties payable by ships shall be included also carpets, glass, 
earthenware, lamps, and all sorts of utensils, furniture, and articles of 
comfort or luxury intended exclusively for cabins, for private use, or for 
the defence of the vessels, in quantities in accordance with the size and 
service of the vessels. When all or any of the articles mentioned in this 
note do not agree with the rules laid down herein, they shall pay duty 
under their proper tariff numbers. 

54. Duty on steamers shall be levied on the total measurement tonnage, 
without payment of any extra duty on the machinery, which shall be 
considered an integral part of the ships. For clearance of ships imported 
from abroad the pro formé measurement certificate shall serve, which, in 
accordance with Article 28 of the Regulation of 2nd December 1874, and a 


Royal Order of 12th January 1876, has to be delivered to the Collector of 
Customs signed by the Commander of Marine. 

The owners shall present at the Custom house a certificate from the 
Commander of Marine, stating that the measurement has been approved 
by the inspector in accordance with the requirements of Articles 29 and 32 


of the said Regulations, and it is understood that the Customs authorities 
shall not consider the clearance as definitive for payment of duty until 
this matter has been settled and set forth in the clearance papers. 


Spanish vessels lengthened abroad shall, on returning home, pay duty on 
the proportional part lengthened. When Spanish ships change their 
engines abroad, and it is impossible to ascertain the weight of the new 
engines, duty shall be levied at the rate of 28 pesetas per indicated horse- 


power. 

Steam generators likewise changed abroad, including accessories, 
chimney tubes, &c., shall pay for each cubic metre heating surface 14 
pesetas. In case of any other repairs on such ships executed abroad, duty 
shall be assessed on the materials used under the corresponding tariff 
number. 


55. Oysters for breeding shall only pay the duty when each thousand 
reaches the maximum weight of 22 kilogs. 


56. In the duties payable on grain and flour are included the provisional 
duties imposed by the Estimates of 1876-77, 


57. In order to determine whether the products to be cleared are flour 
or groats, a sample shall be offered for trial in a sieve No. 80, that 
is, a sieve made of gauze, with 80 perforations to the French square inch. 
If the product passes through the sieve, it shall be classed as flour, 
and if not as groats. 


(58) to (64). See arrivals from non-European countries. 


65. Honey and molasses, that is, the viscous residuum of crystallised 
sugar, of a reddish-brown colour, more or less intense, and of a sweet 
but somewhat bitter taste, shall pay duty under this number. It weighs 
from 1°374 to 1°427 grammes per litre, and at 15 degrees Centigrade 
should register 40 to 44 degrees Beaumé. 
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66. Sword sticks shall pay the duty fixed for the swords they contain, 
and shall besides pay as walking sticks. 

67. Trimmings which contain more than 40 per cent. of silk of their 
total weight shall pay duty as silk trimmings (‘‘ pasamaneria ”’). 

68. ep ape which contain more than 40 per cent. of wool, or of 
wool and silk of their total weight, shall pay as woollen trimmings. 

69. Felt hats shall be considered as trimmed when they have more 
work done by hand than is indispensable to shape the crown. 


70. Under this number are comprised all tissues, whether they have 
one or two coatings of rubber, and likewise those which are rubbered 


only between the two surfaces. 


. 
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XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


EXTENSION OF WAREHOUSE Quay AT HELSINGFORS, 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 7th March, Mr, 
J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, says :— 

According to information received by me from Helsingfors, it 
would appear that the town council of that city, acting on the 
instigation of Mr. Vice-Consul Chas. J. Cooke, decided at their 
meeting held on the Ist March on the immediate prolongation to 
the extent of 153 metres of the warehouse quay of the harbour 
to a point where there is a sufficient depth of water for larger 
vessels. 

The work of extension is to be completed during the current 
year and at an estimated cost of 7,5002 


SuBSIDISED Mart SERVICE BETWEEN NORWAY AND 
ENGLAND. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 12th March, 
Mr. J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
says :-— 

the Storthing passed unanimously and without 
debate a Bill annulling the contract made in 1889 with the now 
bankrupt “ Halvorsen’s Line” for the maintenance of a subsidised 
mail and export route between Bergen, Haugesund, Stavanger, 
and Newcastle, and empowering the Government to enter into a 
new contract for a term which is to expire on the 30th June 1893, 
to the following effect, namely :— 

1. The maintenance of a weekly steamship route, with a mail 
service between Bergen, Haugesund, Stavanger, and Newcastle 
in the months of April to October, and between Stavanger and 
Newcastle during the remaining part of the year in consideration 
of an annual subsidy of 70,000 kroner (3,890/.) 

2. The maintenance of a weekly steamship route with a mail 
service between Bergen and Newcastle, the steamers calling at 
Stavanger during the tourist season, in consideration of an annual 
subsidy of 3,890/, 

The original subsidy of 1889 amounted to 150,000 kr, (8,333/.) 

It is stated in the local journals that the present slightly reduced 
subsidy will be given to a consortium of Norwegian steamship 
owners, 
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SwepisH Maritime Law. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 420 of the Board 
of Trade Journal for the month of October last, Mr. Hugh 
Gough, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Stockholm, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 3rd March, forwards 
the second volume of the book by Herr Afzelius, the first volume 
of which contained the new Swedish (Sjolag) maritime law which 
came into force on the 1st January this year. This is a complete 
collection of Swedish laws and regulations on all that concerns 
trade by sea. A cupy of the volume in the original Swedish, 
together with a list of the contents in English, may be seen on 
application at the Board of ‘Trade, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 


Frencu REGULATIONS RESPECTING CARRIER PIGEQNS 
FOUND AT SEA. 


The following is an extract from a notice which Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Brest las received from the “ Comumissaire de I’Inscrip- 
tion Maritime” at that port, respecting the preservation of 
carrier-pigeons alighting at sea on board men-of-war or merchant 
vessels :— 

The Minister of Marine recommends the captains of men-of- 
war or merchant vessels on which carrier pigeons may alight, to 
send the birds, whatever their origin may be, on their arrival in 
port, to the local military authority—commandant d’armes—or, 
failing that person, to the chief of the gendarmerie. 


FrencH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND AGRICULTURE 
In TUNIS. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 29th March, 
Mr. R. Drummond Hay, Her Majesty’s Consul at Tunis, forwards 
a copy of the Journal Officiel Tunisien for the 24th March, 
containing decrees of the French President, providing for the 
— of French Chambers of Commerce and Agriculture in 

unis. 

A Chamber of Commerce is formed for the northern part of 
Tunis, including the districts of Tunis, Goulette, Bizerta, Beja, 
Souk-el-Arba, Kef, Nabeul, Maktar, and the territory of the 
military commander of Ain-Draham. This Chamber has its 
centre at Tunis. Another Chamber is established for the southern 
portion of Tunis, including the districts of Susa, Kairouan, Sfax, 
Djerba, Tozeur, and the territories of the military commanders of 
Gabes and Gafsa. The seat of this Chamber will be at Susa. 

By a further decree, a consultative Chamber of Agriculture, to 
have its seat at Tunis, is also constituted. 
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ProposeD Raitway EXTENSION 1N TUNIS. 


Mr. R. Drummond-Hay, Her Majesty’s Consul-General, in a 
report to the Foreign Office dated the 25th January writing on 
the projects of the government of the Protectorate for the 
extension of railroads in the Regency says :— 

The railroad system in the Regency of Tunis is about to be 
largely extended. The lines that exist at present are—(1.) The 
Tunis-Goletta, with branch lines to Marsa and the Bardo, con- 
ceded in 1871 to a British company, and sold in 1880 to the 
Italian Rubattino Company. The total length of this railway is 
21 miies. (2.) The line from Tunis to the Algerian frontier, a 
distance of 114 miles, conceded to the French Bone-Guelma 
Company in 1877, and two small lines constructed by the same 
company between Hammam el Lif and Tunis (10 miles) in 1882, 
and a branch line connecting Beja town with the station of Beja on 
the Tunis-Ghardimaou main line. 

There is also a railway on the Décauville system from Susa to 
Kairwan, constructed by the French War Department, inde- 
pendently of the Local Government. 

The projected railroads are :— 

(1.) Djedeida (a station on the Tunis-Ghardimaou line) to 
Bizerta. (2.) Hammam el Lif to Hammamet and Nabeul. 
(3.) Tunis-Zaghouan and Kairwan. (4.) Susa-Kairwan. (5.) Susa- 
Mekenine and Sfax. (6.) Gafsa-Port of Skira. 

The lines which will be first constructed are the Bizerta- 

Djedeida and the Nabeul-Hammam el Lif. The former will pass 
from Djedeida or the Valley of the River Medjerdah and 
through the fertile plains of Mateur, from whence it will skirt the 
lakes of Ishkel and Bizerta up to the town and port, a distance 
of 45 miles. 
- The Hammam el Lif-Nabeul line will enter a largely popu- 
lated district to the east of Tunis, and promises to acquire a good 
traffic, as that part of the country is in course of colonisation by 
Europeans. 

The Bone-Guelma Railway Company has undertaken to con- 
struct these lines and to complete the Bizerta Railway in the 
space of four years. 

There are various projects for the construction of the Tunis- 
Zaghouan-Kairwan-Susa railway, now under the consideration 
of the Tunisian Government. The Tunis-Zaghouan section will 

probably pass through the plains of Mornag and Mocrane, where 
there are several French settlements. That of Susa-Kairwan will 
either take the direction of the town of Msaken, which contains a 
population of 16,000, or the valley of the River Laya, where there 
are several large villages. 

The two projects for the Kairwan-Zaghouan section are choices 
between a direct line through a thinly-populated and barren 
country and a circuitous one that traverses fertile and traffic- 
yielding districts. 

A concession for the construction of the Susa-Mokenine and 
Sfax line was granted by a Beylical Decree of October 24th, 1891, 
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to the Franco-Tunisian Transport Company, who at present own 
the steamboats that ply between Tunis and Goletta. 

This railway will traverse one of the richest districts of the 
Sahel, and has prospects of success, 

The line from Gafsa to the port of Skira is projected with a 
view to utilise the rich fields of phosphates of lime in the vicinity 
of the former place, and also the esparto grass and other products 
of the Djerid regions. 

The official reports of the surveys and of the prospects of such 
an undertaking have not yet appeared, but it is believed by 
competent persons that the transport of the phosphates would 
alone afford ample reasons for the construction of the railway. — 
(No, 222, Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series.) 


MERCHANDISE MARKS IN TURKEY. 


Sir F. C. Ford, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 3rd March, encloses 
copy of Note Verbale which he had receivel from the Sublime 
Porte stating that the matter of the enactment of regulations to 
prevent frauds in the cotton yarns trade in Turkey has been 
referred by the Council of State to the Chamber of Commerce at 
Constantinople, in order that full publicity may be given when 
foreign goods are introduced into Turkey with false marks or of 
inferior quality and dimensions. 


RouMANIAN InpustrRIAL EsTABLISHMENTs. 


The following particulars respecting the industrial condition of 
Roumania are extracted from a report by Mr. Percy Sanderson, 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Bucharest :— 

In 1887 a law was passed for encouraging national industries, 
and providing that anyone who undertakes to found an industrial 
establishment in Roumania with a capital of at least 2,000/., or 
employing at least 25 workmen daily, should be admitted to 
certain benefits, including the grant of about 12 acres of State 
land, exemption for a term of years from all direct taxes, freedom 
from Customs dues for machinery and raw material imported, &c. 
Up to the end of February 1891 the number of firms who had 
been admitted to the benefits granted by this law was 84, and in 
the majority of cases the exemption from direct taxes and Customs 
dues has been granted for 15 years. These firms or companies, 
as the case may be, may be classed as follows :— 

Paper, 4; total capital about 155,000/.— the largest a 
company established at Bacau, with a capital of 100,000/. 
Tanneries, 9; total capital about 46,0002, Military equipments 
and boots, 1; at Bucharest, capital 41,0002. Beet sugar, 1; at 
Sasuit, capital about 27,0002 Iron wire and nails, 4; total 
capital 30,0007. Cement, plaster, bricks, 8; total capital under 
100,000/—the most important, a company near Bucharest, with 

capital of 40,0002 Wood, 19; total: capital 375,000/.— this 
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includes the company working two saw mills at Galatz, capital 
320,000/. Rope factories, 10; total capital, 3,600. Woollen 
tissues, cloth, flannel, 5; total capital 56,000/—including a firm 
at Azuga, capital 35,0007. Chemicals, vegetable oils, 4; total 
capital, 15,0002. Petroleum, 2; total capital 40,0002 Glass, 2; 
total capital 8,0002. Cardboard, 2; total capital 20,000/. Soap, 
candles, &¢., 5; total capital 25,0001. Starch, 2; total 
capital, 10,0002. Brandy and liqueurs, 1; total capital 6,000/. 
Stoves, &c., 2; total capital 16,000/, Coffee, &c., 2; tota 
capital 14,0902. 

These 84 firms, with a total capital of some 1,400,0002., do not 
represent the whole manufacturing industry of the country ; some 
firms have not obtained the advantages of the law. There are flour 
mills, distilleries, and other establishments due to private enter- 
prise, as well as the Government powder manufactory, &c., to be 
taken into consideration. Although it cannot be said that the 
manufactures are important, the above list will convey some idea 
of the direction in which efforts are being made, and in which 
protection is most likely to be strongly exercised. The production 
of beet sugar may, however, form an exception, as there were two 
companies formerly in existence, one of which failed, and it seems 
to be recognised that the opening in this direction is not a very 
favourable one.—(No. 226, Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series.) 


IMPROVEMENTS IN ROUMANIAN Ports. 


Mr. Perey Sanderson, Her Majesty's Consul - General at 
Bucharest, in a recent report on the trade of Roumania with 
regard to the facilities for shipping, says :— 

The increase in the tonnage trading with Roumanian ports is in 
a large measure due to the works carried out by the European 
Commission of the Danube, a greater depth having been obtained 
in the river and difficulties ot navigation removed. One of the 
works which is now in course of execution will provide a straight 
course between the eighth and 18th miles from Sulina, and 
shorten the distance by about four miles. No doubt the amount 
of tonnage frequenting the Danube must to a great extent depend 
on the harvest, grain forming the chief staple of export from this 
country, but how important this outlet is for Roumanian commerce 
may be judged from the fact that in 1890 upwards of 10,000,000 
quarters of grain were exported by this route from Roumanian 
ports, of which some 4,500,000 quarters were wheat. During 
1891 the export has been over 9,500,000 quarters of grain, and 
there has also been a large export of wood. 

The port of Kustendjie, or Constanta, is too small to adinit of 
any very large export trade being carried on from there, but a 
bridge is now being constructed across the Danube to connect the 
branch line at Feteshti with the Tchernavoda-Kustendjie railway, 
and so bring the port into direct railway communication with 
Roumania north of the Danube, and plans for the enlargement 
of the harbour have been drawn out in connexion with this 
scheme.— (No. 226, Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series.) 
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In his annual report on the trade and commerce of Galatz for 
the year 1891, Mr. Sanderson, writing on the subject of dock 
accommodation at Galatz and Ibraila, says :— 

The Customs law of 1874 provided in principle that Galatz 
and Ibraila should continue to enjoy the privileges of free ports 
till docks and bonded warehouses had been constructed. In 1883 
a law was passed abolishing these privileges, and further laws 
for the construction of docks and bonded warehouses at Galatz 
and Ibraila, at an estimated cost of a little over 17,000,000 franes, 
or about 680,000. The work was not, however, begun till 
1886, and in the meantime provisional measures were adopted 
for the bonding of goods in sheds and private warehouses, &c., 
which caused considerable trouble and inconvenience. Some 
of these are still resorted to, the establishments only having 
been opened in the autumn of 1891, and under temporary 
regulations, but, no doubt, as their working is further 
developed and improved a much more satisfactory position will 
be created. 

The docks and bonded warehouses at Galatz and Ibraila, 
are, as appears from a report from Mr. Vice-Consul Church- 
ward, identical in construction and appliances, with the sole 
difference that the warehouses at Ibraila have a capacity one- 
sixteenth larger than those of Galatz, and that for technical 
reasons the quay at the former port is 1 metre higher than at the 
atter. 

In each case there is a basin of 500 metres in length and 
120 metres broad at its narrowest point: the area is 81,000 
metres at the bottom and 88,000 square metres at low water, 
The depth is 5 metres at lowest water, or about 15 ft. 6 ins., 
which is, however, scarcely sufficient to meet the requirements of 
the larger vessels, for although the depth has been calculated 
with the view of giving about 4 metre, or say 20 ins., more 
water than would exist at the same time over the shallowest part 
of the river, the depths over the shoals have been increased of 
late years. Further, in addition to the fact that a good deal of 
silt forms in these basins from time to time, a vessel requiring to 
load to 20 feet to take in her full cargo before lightening would 
be unable to do so in this basin with its present depth. The 
course is for a vessel to take in her full cargo in the first instance, 
then to lighten to the point that will enable. her to clear the 
shoal, and to take on board the lightened part of her cargo at 
Sulina, where she can pass the bar with a draft of 20 feet at 
lowest water. 

The buildings at Galatz consist of a grain warehouse with 
338 silos, constructed of iron and cement, with various capacities, 
the total accommodation being for about 25,000 tons of grain ; 
a dept for goods; several sheds for goods in transit ; an engine 
room, and administrative offices, with a room for samples, and 
offices which can be let to private individuals or firms. 

Grain is brought direct from the railway and passed into the 
upper part of the warehouses by means of elevators, where it is 
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-cleaned and thence transmitted to the silos by means of endless 
bands. The loading on board vessels is also carried out by means 
of elevators. There are in addition two elevators for loading 
grain direct from the railway trucks on board ship. There are 
two travelling cranes, one of 40 tons, and one fixed crane of 10 tons 
on the quay. 

The basin and quays were constructed by a Dutch firm of 
contractors, and the buildings by the engineers of the State. 
The mechanical appliances were obtained from the firm of Luther, 
of Brunswick.—-(No. 996, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SULPHUR ISLANDS (JAPAN). 


A despatch, dated the 29th January, has been received from 
Mr. Hugh Fraser, Her Majesty’s Minister at Tokio, in which he 
forwards the following translation of an Imperial Ordinance pro- 
viding for the renaming of the Sulphur Islands already under 
Japanese authority :— 

The three islands, which are situated between 24° and 25° 30' 
north latitude and 141° and 141° 30’ east longitude, south-south- 
west of Ogasawara Islands, and now under the control of Tokio- 
Fu, shall hereafter be subject to the jurisdiction of Ogasawara 
Islands. ‘The central island shall be known as Iwo-to (Sulphur 
Island), the most southerly as MinamiIwo-to (South Sulphur Island) 


and the most northerly as Kita Iwo-to (North Sulphur Island). 


BANKING IN Morocco. 


Sir C. Euan-Smith, Her Majesty’s Minister in Morocco, in a 
despatch, dated the 21st March, reports as follows :— 

“The African Banking Company, Limited, have opened a 
branch establishment in Tangier. They have purchased the 
buildings of the cld British Legation for the purposes of the 
Bank.” 


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR Moorrne VESSELS AT IMBITUBA 
(BRAZIL). 


Mr. Walter R. Hearn, Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande do 
Sul, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th February, 
transmits a letter from Mr. J. H. Adams, representative of the 
D. Thereza Christina Railway Company at Imbituba to Mr. W. B. 
Chaplin, Acting British Vice-Consul at Santa Catharina, giving a 
full account of the stranding at Imbituba in October last of the 
British brig “Ione” of London, and at the time of Mr. Hearn’s 
report under repairs at. Santa Catharina. In this letter the 
following recommendations as to the best method of mooring at 
Imbituba are given :-— 

“ Vessels between 300 and 400 tons should not come here with 
‘mooring chain links less than an inch and a quarter in section, 
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and they should be bar links to prevent the link from elongating 
under tension. No vessel should anchor with less than 60 
fathoms of chain to the bows anchors and 40 fathoms to the stern 
anchor. In most cases of vessels parting their mooring chains in 
Imbituba it has been through insufficient scope of chain being 
paid out to allow the vessel to rise and fall with the swell. 
Vessels should drop anchor between the two red buoys, throwing 
one bows anchor north of the front buoy and another bows anchor 
east of the front buoy. An 8-inch coir or manilla hawser should 
be made fast from the ring of the front buoy to the bows and 
should be kept fairly taut, so that when the vessel lifts itself with 
the swell the first pull may come on the hawser and the ship be 
brought up before the strain comes on the chains. It is the 
sudden jerk which always causes the chains to break, and the coir 
or manilla being of an elastic nature always serves to lessen the 
jerk. Iam not giving you these instructions as my own views 
alone, but they have been repeatedly tested during the time I have 
resided in Imbituba. In making fast the hawser to the ring of 
the buoy care should be taken that the loop of the hawser is well 
parcelled by tar band or old canvas to prevent the rope from 
chafing. Two stern ropes of five or six inches in circumference 
and well parcelled are sufficient to moor the stern to our inside 
buoy, although for additional security a bower anchor might be 
carried out astern. I have the greatest faith in a good rope on 
account of its elasticity, and nothing except two ropes held the 
‘fone’ at the buoy throughout the three days’ easterly gale 
which was raging on the 24th, 25th, and 26th current. I could 
cite you many cases where a rope from our jetty has saved vessels 
on various occasions. The holding ground is splendid for 
anchorage, and I have never yet known a vessel anchored in 
Imbituba to drag her anchors ; but the whole trouble with vessels 
which come here is that they do not bring strong enough mooring 
chains.” 


Concessions In MozamBiQueE. 


Mr. W. 8. Churchill, Acting British Consul at Mozambique, in 
hs report on the trade of his district for the year 1891, with 
regard to railway contracts and concessions, says :— 

The contract for the projected railway to connect Quilimane 
and the river Zambezi at Mazaro seems to have fallen through. 

The most important portions of the province of Mozambique 
have been conceded to three companies, viz. :— 

1, Bernardo Daupias and Co. 

2. Mozambique Company. 

3. Max Stone and J. M. Greenfield de Mello. 

The sphere of Messrs. Bernardo Daupias and Co.’s territory is 
bounded on the north-east and west by the Mozambique frontier, 
according to treaties of December 30th, 1886, and May 28th, 
1891, on the south by the river Lurio, and on the east by the 
Indian Ocean. This company binds itself to construct a railway 
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from the Indian Ocean to the coast of Lake Nyassa wit hin seven 
ears. 

The territory of the Mozambique Company extends from the 
river Zambezi on the north to the river Sabie on the south, and 
between the ocean on the east and the Mozambique interior 
frontier on the west. This company also binds itself to construct 
a railroad from the mouth of the Pungwe river to the frontier at 
Manica within four years. 

The company’s concession lies between the river Sabie on the 
north to the river Limpopo on the south and south-east, and 
between the occan on the east and the frontier of the Mozambique 
province on the west. This company also obliges itself to con- 
struct a railroad from the river Limpopo to the Transvaal frontier 
within five years. 

The three companies referred to above being obliged to construct 
railways in their respective territories, this gives an opportunity 
for makers of railway plant to dispose of their manufactures. The 
lengths of the three railroads may be roughly computed to be 400 
miles, 200 miles, and 100 miles respectively. The rails are to 
have a minimum weight of 20 kilos. per metre—(No. 995, 
Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


AGRICULTURE IN EcuADOR. 


Mr. G. Chambers, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guayaquil, in his 
annual report to the Foreign Office for the year 1891, writes as 
follows with regard to agricultural development in Ecuador :-— 

“No alterations or improvements have been noted during the 
past year in the cultivation or system of agricultnre; but very 
extensive additions to the existing plantations of cocoa have been 
made. The system of planting cocoa considered preferable here 
is from seed, and not from shoots or cuttings: the cocoa bean 
being taken fresh from the pod, with the white saccharine pulp 
on the outside, and so planted in the earth three beans for each 
spot, and at 9 feet distance between each plant, preferably under 
the shade of plantain (Musa Paradisiaca) until the plants are 
well grown. On some farms young shoots or cuttings have been 
planted, bat the result is never so good and healthy as the plants 
raised from seed. The cocoa districts of Balao and Machala, 
where there is a constant moisture throughout the year, give a 
much larger crop per tree than the Arriba farms, but this is 
apparently more due to the climate than the soil, as the seeds of 
the Machala and Balao cocoa, which have been planted in the 
Arriba districts, do not produce there, notably, any more than 
the other grade. 

« Another large sugar estate, to be called ‘ Rocafuerte,’ is 
being established on the railroad line, about half-way between 
Yaguachi and Chimbo. The machinery is all put up, and a large 
area of ground is under cultivation with cane. ‘This insures a 
further overplus in the supply of sugar, and Ecuador may hence- 
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forth be looked upon (though so far in a small scale) as a sugar- 
exporting country, 

“ The long rainy season of 1891 induced the rice planters to try 
to raise « second harvest on some of the ‘ Vegas’ or river banks, 
and this has been successful ; the new crop of a very fine quality 
of rice came in towards the end of Dassnben 

“The increase in the value of coffee and the demand of the 
markets in Chili and Europe for a superior quality, has induced 
farmers here to give more attention to its growth and subsequent 
preparation for export. The result being that Guayaquil coffee is 
now more favourably known in Chili and in the markets of 
London, Hamburg, and New York, and its export is becoming 
daily a question of more importance here. 

“ The Governor of the Galapagos Islands has sent in a report on 
the progress of cultivation in the Island of Chatham. He states 
that there are 215 squares of 100 varas each under cultivation, 
with canes capable of producing 16,000 quintals, or about 
750 tons of sugar. In the whole island he estimates there are 
2,500 squares suitable for growth of sugar-cane, and much more 
land that would be suitable for the growth of coffee. He reports 
that the climatic conditions of the island are especially favourable 
to he cultivation ofsugar-cane on account of its mild heat (19° to 
30 Centigrade, or 66 to 68° Fabr.) during eight months (May— 
December), and the soft rains experienced during about half the 
year, keeping the soil properly moist, but without excess of 
humidity. In the island the lands for growing sugar-cane are all 
well cleaned and ploughed before planting, hence the cost per 
acre of a plantation there is higher than in the Guayaquil district, 
but the product is much improved by this treatment, and is 
said to give one-third more sugar, There is a steam sugar-mill 
established in the island.”—(No. 992, Foreign Office Annual 
Series.) 


Mr. W. H. D. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Minister at Quito, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 7th February, reports 
that last year’s cocoa crop in Ecuador has proved a complete 
failure, causing a very serious loss, when the poverty of the 
country is taken into consideration. Cocoa is grown in the hot 
low-lying lands near the rivers, and the plantations are often 
surrounded by the tropical forest and suffer great injury from the 
enormous quantity of birds with which these are thronged. The 
Congress has put a practically prohibitive duty on shot, of which 
there is no manufacture in the country, so the birds are practically 
unmolested. Mr. Haggard says that as Great Britain does not 
purchase cocoa from Eucador to any great extent, the failure of 
the crop will not inconvenience this country much, but will 
chiefly affect Spain, France, and the United States, 


. 
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XVI.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


THe Lasour QUESTION IN THE Various INDUSTRIAL 
CounTRIEs. 


A volume has recently been published from the pen of 
Mons. C. de Quéker, secretary of the Brussels Labour Exchange, 
on the present condition in Belgium and other industrial countries, 
of the labour question. The book is divided into 12 chapters, 
each dealing with a separate phase of the labour question treated 
from the point of view of State or municipal intervention. The 
first section of each chapter summarises the state of the question 
in each of the principal foreign industrial countries. The second 
section summarises the position in Belgium, and this is very fully 
done, the text of laws in operation being often fully auoted. 

The following is a list of the subjects treated :— 

Employers’ liability. The labour contract. Unhealthy or 
dangerous workplaces. The labour of women and children. The 
hours of labour of adults. Days of rest. The amount and pay- 
ment of wages. Strikes, conciliation, and arbitration. Working- 
class dwellings. Co-operative societies and savings banks, 
Technical instruction. Employment agencies. 


STATISTICAL ABSTRACT FOR THE ISLE OF MAN. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Isle of Man a copy of the statistical abstract for 
that island in each year from 1881-82 to 1890-91. This publica- 
tion, which consists of 47 pages of printed matter, gives, among 
other information, statistics of the revenue and expenditure of the 
island, the imports, Customs tariff, population, houses, births, 
marriages, deaths, passengers disembarked and embarked, tonnage 
of shipping entered and cleared, shipping registered and built, 
fishing boats and crews, acreage under crops and number of live 
stock, railways and tramways, education, lunacy, bank note 
circulation, &c. 


THe WoRKING OF RusstAn RaiLways IN 1891. 


From figures published in the Viestnik Finangoff of 13th 
March,*it appears that the gross receipts on Russian railways in 
1891, exclusive of the Finland and Transcaspian systems, amounted 
to 285,397,000 roubles, or 10,442 roubles per verste of line 
(verste = 0°663 of a mile) open to traffic, as compared with 
277,110,000 roubles, and 10,387 roubles in the preceding year. 
The: number of passengers conveyed in 1891 is given as 
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40,466,211, as compared with 40,062,066, and the weight of 
goods conveyed as 56,424,760 tons, as compared with 55,052,807 
tons. While the gross receipts, weight of goods, and number of 
passengers carried are, in the aggregate, greater than the corre- 
sponding figures for any previous year, the gross receipt per 
yerste does not come up to the figures reached in 1888 and 1889, 
when, owing to the abundant crops of 1887 and 1888, large 
quantities of grain were transported. 

The decrease in the Russian foreign imports for 1891 has 

reflected itself in a decrease of the amount of merchandise 
transferred to the Russian lines from those of neighbouring 
countries. The weights of imports from abroad so conveyed in 
1891 was 641,346 tons, as compared with 647,196 and 734,496 
tons in 1890 and 1889 respectively. 
: The gross receipts of the State lines were 6,367,210 roubles, or 
8'2 per cent. in excess of those of the preceding year, there being 
a corresponding increase per verste of 484 roubles, or 6°7 per 
cent. ; as regards Companies’ lines, however, although there is aa 
increase in the aggregate of gross receipts, the figures per verste 
show a falling off of 1°5 per cent. 

As regards the railways of Finland the figures relating to both 
Companies’ and State lines compare satisfactorily with those of 
the previous year. The gross receipts, total and per verste, 
distinguishing State lines from Companies’, were as follows in 
1891 and 1890 (in roubles) :— 


Total. Per Verste. 


1891 3,436,268 1,989 
State Railways 1890 3,180,526 1,880 


1891 48,875 1,577 


Companies’ Railways 4 1899 42,106 1,358 


CoMMERCIAL EDUCATION IN GERMANY. 


A correspondent of the Monde Economique for the 5th March 
says that the Germans have shown themselves during the last 
few years to be on the way to become past masters in commercial 
matters, Their energy, patience, activity, and spirit of enterprise 
are remarkable, and at the pace they are going they will soon 
succeed in obtaining the commercial supremacy on the chief 
markets of the world. It may be interesting to study the means 
by which they develop and encourage the native qualities of 
their race. 

One of the most interesting institutions is certainly an associa- 
tion founded at Hamburg, in 1858, with the object of procuring 
or young men desirous of entering into trade situations in large 
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houses where they may learn the usages of international commerce, 
It should be stated that this association is not the only one 
existing in Germany, but is by far the most important, and is 
known throughout the whole world. 

A correspondent of the Moniteur Officiel du Commerce says that 
this association has obtained for those belonging to it over 38,000 
situations. It has numerous branches throughout the world. 
The annual subscription of its members is only six marks, and 
after 10 years, three marks. There is no registration or entrance 
fee. It at present consists of 34,000 members, and 170 branches 
both in Germany and foreign countries. This association further 
possesses a special sick and burial fund, an assistance bureau, an 
assurance fund against total incapacity and old age, as well as for 
pensioning widows and orphans, to which 4,250 members belong. 
The money in hand for the latter fund amounts at present to 
1,500,000 marks (about 75,0002.). 


Economic CONGRESS AT ANTWERP. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for 
the 19th March says that it is proposed to open an international 
economic congress at Antwerp in the month of August next. 
Among the subjects included in the programme will be Customs 
legislation, treaties of commerce, and the regulation of labour, and 
more particularly (a) limitation of the hours of labour and (4) 


minimum of wages. Independently of the questions indicated 
above, the programme will be completed by those which, proposed 
by the members of the Congress before tne Ist June, will be 
admitted by the committee of organisation for discussion after the 
questions at present included in the programme. 


Frencu Marks In 1891. 


The Monde Economique for the 19th March says that the - 
number of trade marks deposited in France from the 1st January 
to the 3lst December 1891 was 6,005. Of this number 5,687 
belong to Frenchmen or to foreigners domiciled in France, and 
having their industrial or commercial establishments there, and 
320 to Frenchmen or foreigners whose establishments are situated 
beyond the territory of the Republic. 


Tue PrRopucTION OF SPANISH WINES. 


The director of the Spanish viticultural station at Paris has just 
published an estimate of the production of wines in Spain in 
1891 according to data supplied by viticultural syndicates and 
private individuals, According to the Economiste Frangais, 
although these statistics are not official, they are reliable. 
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The yield of the Spanish vine for the last season was 
34,078,000 hectolitres, or, in round numbers, 750,000,000 gallons. 

The total, although less than was anticipated at the end of 
spring, is, however, greater than that for 1890. For 1890 the 
Consultative Commission of Agriculture gave the following 
figures :—Area planted with vines, 1,706,500 hectares (hectare = 
2-47 acres); production, 29,875,620 hectolitres; total value of 
production, 19,075,0007. The year 1891 shows an increase of 
about 4,000,000 hectolitres over the year 1890. 

The Spanish production in 1891 will be, as regards quantity, 
almost equal to the Italian (35,000,000 hectolitres), and greater 
than the French production (30,000,000). 


RAILWAY EXTENSION IN SPAIN. 


According to the Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 5th 
March, the Spanish Cortes has recently granted the following 
railway concessions :— 

A line from Barcelona to Las Iglesias, with branch to Puigierda 
{province of Gerona). 

A line from Cantillana to Cerro de Hierro. 

A narrow-gauge line from Carlet to Cullera, near Alcira, with 
branch to Villannueva de Castellon, towns and villages situated in 
the most fertile part of the province of Valencia. 

The Spanish Chamber of Deputies has authorised the con- 
struction and working of a narrow-gauge railway which, starting 
from Prado, will connect Madrid with the neighbouring villages. 

The following concessions have als» 6een granted :—By decree 
of the 29th January 1892, M. Eduardo Aznor has _ been 
authorised to construct, without Government subvention, a 
narrow-gauge line between Portugaleta and Santurce (towns 
situated on the banks of the Bilbao river, in the heart of the 
mining region); M. Raphael Guillot has been authorised to 
construct and work for 99 years, without Government guarantee, 
a narrow-gauge railway from the port of Grao (Valencia) to Turis 
vid Palporta, Torrente and Montserrat, with branch from Palporta 
to Alberica (towns of the province of Valencia). 

Further, the following projects have been submitted for the 
approval of the Spanish Government :—Direct line from Seville 
to Malaga, vid Moron, Pruna, Alcala del Valle, and Setenil; 
direct line from Madrid to Valencia, double track, of a total 
length of 360 kilometres. 


TRADE BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE Unitrep 


_ The following statement, compiled from returns furnished to 

the Board of Trade by the Customs, shows the trade between 

Spain and the United Kingdom during each of the months for 

the quarter ended the 31st March last, and during each quarter 

comprised between the Ist April 1891 anl 31st March 1892, 
71418, F 
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compared with the several corresponding periods of the previous 


twelve months :— 


| | 
Exports of British and | Exports of Foreign 
| Irish Produce from and Colonial 
Sisatn | United Kingdom Produce from United 
| | to Spain. Kingdom to Spain. 
| 1891. | 1892. 1891. 1892. 1891. | 1892. 
Month : £& | £ £ £ £ F 
January - - - 929,389 758,152 404,004 465,154 52,797 37,127 
February 970,674 975,004 438,096 419,330 | 49,015 32,981 
March - - -| 879,158 990,124 497,010 404,708 | 49,614 | 51,181 
f Total for Quarter 2,718,618 | 2,723,260 1,339,710 1,289,192 151,426 | 121,289 
= 
1890-1. 1891-2. | 1890-1, 1891-2. | 7890-7. | 1891-2. 
Quarter ended : 
30th June - - | 2,997,543 2,541,001 1,276,366 1,284,879 481,894 128,553 
30th September - | 2,617,256 2,221,086 1,252,919 1,243,072 182,100 148,620 
81st December 3,069,23 1,177,035 1,099,705 175,397 118,957 
3ist March 2,723,260 1,339,710 1,289,192 151,426 121,289 
Total for Year ~- | 72,077,943 | 10,554,581 5,046,630 4,916,849 | 691,207 517,419 


Rartways ry Austria-Hune ary. 

The Italian Bulletin Financier International for the 13th Feb- 
ruary last says that according to official data which have just been 
published, the receipts from the railways in Austria-Hungary 
amounted, for the year 1891, to 303,240,485 florins, against 
298,722,829 florins in 1890. The average length of the lines 
working having been 26,957 kilometres in 1891 and 26,317 kilo- 
metres in 1890, it follows that the average receipts per kilometre 
were 11,249 florins in 1891 and 11,351 florins in 1890, ora 
decrease of 102 florins per kilometre, 


AUSTRIAN FISHERIES.. 

The Handels Museum of 24th March publishes statistics relat- 
ing to the fisheries of Austria in the year ende] 22nd April 
1891, from which it appears that the total quantity of marketable 
sea fishery products obtained along the Austrian littoral, including 
that of Dalmatia and Istria during that year was 171,630 ewt., 
valued at 207,0961., being about 10,000 ewt. less in weight and 
2,400/. in value than in the preceding year. The number of 
Austrians engaged in fishing was 11,824, the number of native 
boats 3,143, valued at 50,6722, together with nets, &ec., valued 
at 119,539/. The number of Italians fishing along the Austrian 
coast was 1,013, with 239 boats, valued at 15,0502, and nets, &e., 
valued at about 3,7002 
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Tue or Furt in PAaestine. 


Writing with regard to the supply of fuel in Palestine, the 
United States Consul at Jerusalem, in a recent report to his 
Government, says :— 

The question of a supply cf fuel is becoming more serious every 
year, and consequently a more important one in a commercial 
aspect. 

The fuel of the towns throughout the country (reference is not 
made to the peasants in their villages, who use dung largely for 
fuel) consists of wood and charcoal. Limekilns and public bake 
ovens consume chiefly small bushes and shrubs, which grow 
abundantly on the hill sides, and which could not be used ina 
house 

Native families do most of their cooking with charcoal, and a 
large majority of them have no fire except in a brazier, which in 
the coldest weather is lighted and left standing in the middle of 
the room. 

European families, public-houses, and institutions, which require 

roper fire during the cold weather, burn roots of trees, that are 
ie from the ground. There is scarcely a family in Jerusalem 
that burns what is known in America as wood, that is, trunks and 
limbs of trees cut into proper size. The term “ wood” in this 
country refers to the roots of trees. This fuel is brought to 
market full of sap and loaded with dirt and small stones as taken 
from the ground, and sold at an average price, this year (1891), 
of 2 dols. for 600 lbs., all wood being soid by weight. The price 
increases and the supply grows less year by year, and every year 
it must be brought from a greater distance. 

The law passed some years since against the destruction of 
olive trees is still in force, and although every yeara considerable 
number of such trees are cut down, the price of olive wood is so 
high as to place it beyond the reach of most purchasers. The 
trees that are cut down are taken largely by olive-wood workers. 

Oil-cake, or the refuse from oil presses, which burns well, is 
only a limited quantity, and the attempts to use kerosene for 
heating purposes do not seem to be successful. Steamers which 
touch at Jaffa have, of course, their own supply of coal, and coal 
is used to some extent in flouring mills, although the largest 
flouring mill in Jerusalem uses wood altogether. 

An attempt has been made this year by a certain merchant in 
the city to introduce coal in the shape of pressed blocks of coal- 
dust and tar, the blocks weighing 5 kilogrammes, or about 12 lbs., 
each, this being found at present the most convenient form. The 
supply comes from Belgium. The duty on it at Jaffa is 8 per 
cent. It is sold here, delivered at the house, at 80 francs for 
1,000 kilogrammes, which is one French ton. 400 tons have already 
been imported, which has been taken chiefly by convents, religious 
Institutions, some public-houses, and a few private families. 

It is estimated by those who have used it that one ton of coal (cost 
80 francs) is equal to 2} tons of wood (cost 100 francs). . 
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THE ConsuUMPTION OF PETROLEUM IN JAPAN. 

The Freach Minister at Tokio, writing with regard to the 
consumption of Russian petroleum in Japan, says :— 

The exceptional consumption of mineral oils for lighting pur- 
poses, which is yearly increasing in Japun since the changes 
introduced into the domestic life of the country by the adoption 
of European customs, has not failed to attract the attention of the 
Caucasian markets, whose production, in a sense illimitable, 
requires new outlets. 

From Raku notably, where more than 100 refineries prepare 
each from 5,000 to 20,000 tons of petroleum per month, and where 
the exports to British India have assumed such proportions that 
Russian oils have taken the place of all competitors and constitute 
from. 90 to 95 per cent. of the total consumption, important ship- 
ments have been made to Japanese ports. 

The sum of 2,300,000 piastres, which represented the amount of 
the purchases in 1888, gave place in 1890 to that of 6,500,000, 
notwithstanding the disadvantage in the rates of freight under 
which Russian oils always carried in steamboats labour, whilst 
American petroleums are sent under particularly favourable 
conditions by special sailing ships. 

Despite these obstacles, Russian petroleums are delivered at 
Tokio from 3d. to 5d. cheaper per case, although American petro- 
leums and their quality are in no way inferior to the latter. There 
is therefore reason to suppose that’ the Japanese buyers will 
continue to address their orders to the petroleum centres of 
Transcaucasia, so long at least as the new deposits recently dis- 
covered in Peru should not have ousted their competitors by the 
facilities which are offered by the reiative proximity of the coasts 
of the extreme east and Japan. 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN FLORIDA. 

A correspondent of the Economiste Frangais, writing in the 
issue of the 13th February with regard to cultivation in Florida 
says :— 

amen grows in a wild state in Florida, but it has only been 
cultivated by the capitalists of the north for a few years. Several 
companies, with capitals varying from 300,000 to 1,000,000 dols., 
have purchased lands in the south and planted tobacco on the 
declivities bordering on the town of Tallahassee, the capital of the 
State. The plants introdoced, and which have given the best 
results, came originally from Cuba and the island of Sumatra. 
The technical staff came from Havana. A well-cultivated 
plantation should give from 1,450 to 2,500 lbs. of tobacco per 
hectare (hectare = 2° 47 acres), and in the whole State the area 
sown exceeds 182,000 hectares. By reason of the heavy duties 
levied on tobacco, a single New York house paid last year at the 
Tampa Custom house as much as 150,000 dols., not including 
45,000 dols. stamp duty. Numbers of cases of cigars sold in 
Europe as of Cuban origin come from Key West, and fetch very 


remunerative prices here. 


4 
{i 
td 
4 
\ 


Apr. 1892.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 461 


The town of Key West is the ceutre of the manufacture. In 
the second half of 1890 it exported 60,000,000 cigars. Florida 
in the same period of time produced 135,000,000 cigars, valued at 
1,000,0002., and 350,000 lbs. of tobacco in Jeaf, worth 18,0002. 

In the year 1890 the general production was thus distributed : 
2,137,000 Ibs. of leaf tobacco, worth 850,0002 ; 200,000,000 
cigars, worth 1,600,000/. 

Three years ago the manufacturers of Key West introduced 
some Alsatian workmen, and are very satisfied with their labour. 

A workman can produce 1,000 cigars per week, the lowest rate 
paid being 14 dols. per 1,000. Some private brands, requiring 
special attention, are paid at the rate of 40 dols. per 1,000. The 
sorters, testers, and packers get 30 dols. per week. The town of 
Key West has 125 factories, employing from 6,500 to 7,000 
workmen. The consignments from that port alone reached 
120,000,000 cigars, worth 1,000,000/. 

The cultivation of sugar is still in its trial stage, since 160,000/. 
worth only were sold. The north, subject to frosts, is not suited 
to the growth of sugar. The attempts made in the county ot 
Osceola, at the St. Cloud farm, under the direction of a 
Louisianian planter, have given magnificent results. During the 
season of October and November last, out of 156 hectares, the 
yield has amounted to 11,250 lbs. per hectare, in all 170,000 Ibs. 
At the price of 5 cents per lb., the crop is worth 17,0002, to 
which should be added 1,000J, for molasses, or an average yield of 
1152. per hectare. The expenses are very small. The cane sells 
at 1/. per ton. 

The early fruits and vegetables of Florida are sent in winter to 
the markets of Baltimore, Philadelphia, Washington, and New 
York. The opening of the Piedmont air line, and the esta- 
blishment of special rapid trains, have placed these large eastern 
towns swithin 48 hours of St. Augustine and Jacksonville, the 
centre of market garden production. The small farmers of 
the St. John and its tributaries have at their disposal regular 
steamship lines, which permit them to centralise their products at 
a place on a railway connected with the markets of consumption. 
From the towns referred to above there are exported eggs, 
chickens, tomatoes, oranges, strawberries, pears, apples, milk, 
honey, and many small farm products. 

Under the head of miscellaneous products of Florida, there is 
one which does not lack originality. This refers to the hides and 
teeth of alligators. These animals, formerly so numerous in the 
marshes have, by reason of the persisient hunting to which they 
have been subjected, on the eve of total disappearance, and 
a prudent merchants have conceived the idea of breeding 
them. 


Tne Banana Foop Company. 
The American Vice-Consul at Colon says that a company has 
been formed in New York with a capital of 75,000 dollars, under 
the name of the Banana Food Company, for the purpose of drying 
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and otherwise preparing bananas and plantains for food. A 
charter or certificate of incorporation has been obtained from the 
State of West Virginia, and as soon as the necessary preliminaries 
can be arranged it is proposed to begin operations. 

Experiments have already been made going to show that the 
fruit can be successfully evaporated and prepared for market 
either as dried fruit, as flour or meal, or canned in pulp. In 
one and all of these forms the claim is made that the product 
can be put up so cheaply and in such attractive shapes as a 
food supply that it will be certain to come into immediate and 
general use in the United States and Europe. 

An analysis has been made by Professor Wynter Blythe, from 
which it appears that the constituents of the banana and wheat- 
flour compare as follows :—Banana: 8:05 per cent. water, 4°45 
per cent. soluble albumen dextrine, 82°57 per cent. starch, 2:28 
per cent. albuminoids, 0°77 per cent. fat, and 1°88 per cent. ash 
Wheat-flour: 15°08 per cent. water, 81°6 per cent. starch, 2°11 
per cent. albuminoids, and 0°35 per cent. ash. 

Careful observations have also been made as to the comparative 
loss of weight by evaporation, and it has been found that while 
apples yield only 12 per cent., bananas with the skins removed 
will give within a small fraction of 25 per cent. of thoroughly 
desiccated fruit. 

The supply of plantains and bananas in the region accessible to 
this port by land and sea is very large already and might be made 
practically unlimited. The fruit grows to maturity all the year 
round and may be obtained every day throughout the year, so 
that the manufacture of food therefrom can be continuous, in 
which there is an advantage over the prepared fruits of the tem- 
perate zones. It is therefore believed that, as the banana, so 
nutritious and wholesome, has come to be extensively used and 
highly valued in its raw or fresh state, there will certainly soon be 
a demand for the same in its prepared forms, and that banana food 
will become an important element in the future nourishment of the 
world’s millions. 

In the collapsed industrial condition of the isthmus, due to the 
failure of the Panama Canal Company, the organisation of the 
local enterprise under consideration is regarded with hopeful 
interest. Some even go so far as to predict that it may prove to 
be the beginning of great things. 


CommeErRciAL Prospects OF COLOMBIA. 


A writer in the Economiste Frangais says that it may be of 
interest to glance at the effects produced on the trade of the 
Department of Panama and of the port of Carthagena by the 
cessation of the canal works. There was, first of all, an accumu- 
lation of stocks which must be got rid of. This was done, and 
since then the import trade has revived. By reason of the keen 
competition brought about by the stocks, many commercial houses 
have failed, and have been replaced by others, whose standing is 
much better. Further, the interior and coasting trades, which 
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have been sadly neglected, have recovered to some extent, so that 
commercial affairs are assuming the position they were in before 
the catastrophe. The inhabitants have also turned their attention 
towards the sources of wealth offered by the country in regard to 
the fertility of the soil, the precious woods in the forests and the 
mineral ores which are found there. A commencement has been 
made with the cultivation of the tobacco and coffee plants, and 
the sugar-cane. The latter has not been very successful. With 
regard to woods, mahogany takes the lead. Its exports from 
Panama in 1890 were valued at 1,0002, 

Active searches for mines, of which almost all the water-courses 
bear a trace, is being carried ov. Some Chinamen have arrived, 
and are working at the deposits, but as yet without much success. 
The Cana mine, where working has been vigorously carried on, 
has exported gold in bar to the value of 540/, gold-dust worth 
3002, and ores of gold valued at 5007. A company has just been 
formed in the United States for working the placer mines of Las 
Caseadas, which are connected with a railway. This company 
also intends to work the auriferous quartz of this locality, where 
machinery has already been erected. The method followed will 
be new, in the sense that the ores are crushed between two metallic 
surfaces, one of which makes several strokes per minute on the 
other, thus rapidly reducing the mass to a fine powder. 


IMMIGRATION INTO THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


In a recent report on the trade and finances of the Argentine 
Republic, the United States Consul at Buenos Ayres supplies 
the following particulars of the movement of Argentine 
immigration :— 

The Immigration Bureau is now also under the charge of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and he reports that the number of 
immigrants arriving in the Argentine Republic during the year 
1890 was 138,407, against 289,014 in 1889. There were 82,981 
immigrants who left the country in 1890, against 40,649 who 
went away in 1889; so that the net increase of population by 
immigration in 1889 was 248,365, and in 1890 it was 55,426. Of 
the arrivals in 1890 the number of assisted passengers was 20,121, 
but all asssstance from the Government was suspended in May 
last. The scheme of paying the passages of immigrants was 
inaugurated in 1888. The total number which came to the 
country in this manner during the last four years was 134,081. 
The total amount thus expended by the Government was 
5,600,000 dols. in gold, a sum altogether out of proportion to the 
value of the European paupers who were thus in too many cases 
foisted upon this country. It is believed that fully 25 per cent. 
of the population of the Argentine Republic at the present time 
consists of European settlers, most of whom —now that the 
undesirable ones have been compelled to leave—are well esta- 
blished and have all their interests identified with the country, 

_ It continues to be a singular fact, however, that none of these 
mimigrants ever become naturalised, although the law exempts 
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them from military duty for 16 years thereafter. They not only - 
assert themselves as citizens or subjects of the nation in which 
they were born, but the legislation of the nations which thus 
contribute to increase the population of the Argentine Republic 
is. based, so far as citizenship and naturalisation are concerned, on 
a principle in diametrical opposition to that which is laid down by 
the Argentine law—that is to say, by the code of the Argentine 
Republic all persons born in the country, whether their parents 
are natives or foreigners, are declared to be Argentines, while, b 
the laws of Italy, Spain, and France, for instance, the children of 
all Italians, Spaniards, and French are claimed to be Italians, 
Spaniards, and French, although they are born here in the 
Argentine Republic. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, in his last 
report, calls attention to this conflict of laws. He suggests that 
an international convention be convened for the purpose of settling 
the doubt and uncertainty in regard to the law of nations. 


Nitrate REVENUE IN CBILI. 


The Chilian Times for February 3rd says that since Chili 
came into possession of Tarapaca and the other nitrate-producing 
territories she had received in duties on nitrate and iodine up to 
the end of 1889 the enormous sum of 110,127,783 dols., as 
under :— 

1880, 1,336,881 dols.; 1881, 5,829,633, 1882, 8,317,712; 
1883, 10,176,336; 1884, 10,855,330; 1885, 10,510,182; 1886, 
10,599,419 ; 1887, 13,098,747; 1888, 17,917,858; 1889, 
21,485,685 dols. 

If to the above there be added the duties received in 1890 and 
1891, we shall have a total not far short of 150 millions. In 
‘the opinion of the Chilian Times it does not say much for the 
administrators of the national finances during the last 12 years 
that, with this enormous sum at their disposal, they should have 
failed to redeem the paper money issued during the war, and 
that instead of reducing the national debt they should have 


augmented it. 


Tue TRADE oF UruGuay. 


The South American Journal for the 12th March,in a summary 
of the official returns of the trade of the Republic of Uruguay for 
1891, gives the following particulars :— 

There has been a notable shrinkage in imports, as well as a 
decline in exports, though by no means of so pronounced a 
character. ‘The figures for the years 1888-91 inclusive are 
recorded as under :— 

Imports —1888, 29,500,000 dols.; 1889, 36,800,000; 1890, 
32,400,000; 1891, 18,900,000 dols. 

Exports.—1888, 28,000,000 dols.; 1889 25,900,000; 1890, 
29,100,000 ; 1891, 26,900,000 dols. 

In computing these values the dollar is taken at 51d., there being 
no paper currency in Uruguay. 


2 
a 
\ 
at 
ft 
> 
q 
: 


Apr. 1892.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 465 


The reduction in the value of imports for 1891 is about 
40 per cent. under the average of the three preceding years, 
but that in exports only 4 per cent. The crisis in this Republic, 
while very seriously affecting importation, has fortunately not 
had the effect of paralysing its productive energies. The average 
commerce of Uruguay, per inhabitant, as shown by these returns, 
would appear to be higher than in Argentina. The population 
of the former is, in conformity with latest data, about 730,000, 
and that of the latter, 3,600,000, and, bringing the value of 
imports and exports to sterling in both cases, the total trade of 
Uruguay per head comes out at 5/. 4s. and 7/. 8s. respectively 
against 3/, 14s. and 5/. 6s. for the Argentine Republic. The 
aggregate is 12/. 12s. per inhabitant for the one, and 9/, for the 
other. 

The state of affairs in Uruguay just now point toa decided 
increase of imports during the current year. The Uruguay News 
remarks :— 

Wholesale and retail merchants here are more or less sold out. 
There is not in one warehouse what may fairly be called a stock 
of goods. Throughout the “camp,” the storekeepers have only 
barely sufficient for their daily wants, and the country is actually 
barren in stock. And the same thing may be said of the 
Argentine, and this to such an extent that lately this market has 
been still further impoverishing itself by its endeavours to supply 
the deficiency in Buenos Ayres. This cannot last. On the 
slightest whisper of the return of confidence, merchants will be 
sending home on all sides for the supplies that can no longer 
no Jonger be done without, and our Customs house revenue will 
increase accordingly. 

The same journal, referring to the readjusted debt of the 
Republic, accomplished under the scheme of conversion, says: 
“ The 45 per cent. collected from the Custom house, by the time 
“ the first coupon is due, will more than suffice for the payment 
“ of it; this is acknowledged by all. The second quarter, how- 
“ ever, may show a falling off, but we are of opinion that there 
“ will be enough to meet the requirements of the debt.’ 


Raitway TRAFFIC In INDIA. 


The Calcutta Englishman for the 2nd March says that an 
elaborate “ graphic map” published with the administration report 
of Indian railways for the past year, shows at a glance the relative 
importance of the centres of passenger and gcods traffic throughout 
the country. Reducing the goods and passenger traffic to a 
common standard on the basis of the average receipts per passenger 
booked and per ton booked, Calcutta takes the first place with 
2,379,930 tons for goods, and 687,907 tons for passengers—in all 
3,067,837 tons. Bombay shows a far smaller return for goods 
(1,712,534 tons), but a very large passenger traffic (1,105,679 
tons), the two combined amounting to 2,818,213 tons. Madras 
shows a total of only 675,000 tons, Karachi 720,840, and Cawn- 
pore 501,000 tons. The average freight tonnage of goods and 
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possengers carried per mile is by far the greatest on the 160 mile 
stretch between Howrah and Asansol, amounting to 20,361 tons. 
The Bombay to Ahmedabad section of the Bombay, Baroda, and 
Centra) India railway shows the next best result, with an 
average of 13,162 tons for 310 miles, 


Inp1an Rattway DEVELOPMENT. 


An intimation has been received from the Public Works 
Department of the Government of India to the effect that the 
Bahramghat extension of the Bengal and North-Western railway, 
ie., the line from Gonda to Gograghat, was opened for public 
traffic on the lst February 1892. The length of the line is 
32 miles. 

Also that the branch line of the Mu Valley State ralway 
from the Myohoung station of the Burma State railway to the 
Amrapura shore on the river Irrawadi—a distance of six miles— 
and the steam-ferry in connection therewith, were opened for 
public traffic on the 22nd February 1892. 


PostaL ProGRess 1N INDIA. 


In summing up the progress in postal matters during the past 
year, the Government of India is, says the Calcutta Englishman, 
able to report that all the most important changes have worked 
successfully. in the first place it may be noted that the revenue 
and expenditure accounts of the office show this year a surplus of 
Rs. 1,24,813, as against a deficit of Rs, 4,17,257 last year and 
Rs. 2,37,575 in 1888-89; and it may now be hoped that the 
working of the Post Office will year by year result in a constantly 

rowing balance on the profit side. The principal improvements 
of the past 12 months were, in the inland post, an accelerated 
railway service between Calcutta, Bombay, and Northern India, 
and between Madras and Central and Northern India; the 
extension of the system of paying revenue by money orders to 
certain districts of the Madras Presidency and the Punjab, and of 
the payment of rent by money orders to Bengal; and lastly the 
introduction of an experimental system of receiving payment at 
the Post Office for salt supplied to purchasers from the Rajputana 
sources and the Punjab mines. So far as the foreign post is 
concerned, the principal changes have been the reduction in the 
rate of postage on letters between India and the United Kingdom 
from 44 annas to 24 annas per half ounce; the reduction of the 
rate of postage between India and Aden to the inland scale ; the 
establishment of a direct money order exchange between India 
and Malta; and the exchange of parcels with South Australia. 
The number of letters and post cards issued for delivery has risen 
from about 271,350,000 to 280,750,000, an increase of 3°45 per 
cent. Newspapers have increased in the meantime from 
23,290,000 to 24,950,000, an increment of 7 per cent.; parcels 
from 1,880,000 to 1,900,000, an increase of 1 per cent.; and 
packets from 8,700,000 to 10,375,000, an increase of nearly 20 
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per cent. The total number of articles, including money orders 

sent out for delivery, was upwards of 325 millions, and of these 

about 316} millions were actually delivered, the per-centage of 

deliveries being 97°31 against 98°26 in the previous year. 


SOAPSTONE QUARRIES IN INDIA, 


A correspondent of the Calcutta Englishman, writing in the 
issue of the 17th February with regard to soapstone quarrying 
in Central India, says :— 

On the north-east borders of the district of Singbhum runs 
a belt of hills called the Behlaipahari range, and they form a part 
‘of the chain of hills that divides the districts of Singbhum and 
Manbhum in Chota Nagpur. The quarries are situated on the 
summit of this range, and number about 25, 13 of which were, 
however, being worked at the time of my visit. The quarries 
are about 600 feet from the foot of the hills where lies the village 
of Behlaipahari, from which the hills take the name. The only 
means of reaching the quarries is by a couple of tortuous jungle 
paths made by the coolies and workmen, and the ascent is both 
difficult and trying, the gradient being very heavy and the paths 
being covered with loose rocks and soapstones. 

About half-way up there is a small hill streamlet on which 
the workmen and others employed at the quarries have to depend 
for their water. On reaching the summit one meets with small 
shelter huts belonging to the workmen, rudely constructed of 
brushwood, perched on small knolls at the mouths of the different 
quarries. In these picturesque, though far from inviting dwellings, 
workmen live night and day during the working season, depending 
on their families for food, which is daily taken up to them from 
the village. All round is one mass of dense jungle, and the 
people living in these shelter huts do not enjoy an immunity from 
visits of wild animals. The quarries have been worked entirely 
by natives for over a century. Shafts four feet in diameter and 
about 40 to 60 feet in depth are sunk, and from the bottom of 
them galleries are cut out in different directions following the 
strata of the stone. 

Descending one of these shafts is not an easy matter, and one 
has to be barefooted to do it. In some of them primitive ladders 
made of wooden poles, the rungs of which are lashed on with the 
bark of a jungle plant, are used as a means of descent, and in 
others portions of the rocks are left projecting, the ledges affording 
places for foothold. Soapstone being lubricant, the descent has 
to be made with the greatest care. The galleries are barely high 
enough in places for standing room, and in parts one has to crawl 
along on all fours. Work at the quarries is in full swing during 
the cold season, and has to be done by candle-light. In the hot 
weather lights will not burn satisfactorily inside the quarries, and 
in the rains work has to be stopped to a great extent owing to the 
pits getting flooded, so that in the cold weather work goes on 
night and day. There are three different sets of workmen 
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employed, and are all paid by piece-work. One set works down 
in the pit and galleries, and they cut out slabs of the stone about 
18 ins. in diameter. and more or less circular in shape, and send 
them up by women and children to the mouth of the shaft. 

Then another set of workmen with small mattocks chip and 
cut the slabs into rough plates, the work being done with 
astonishing rapidity and accuracy, and as soon as a number of 
these rough-hewn plates are ready, they are sent down to the 
village by another lot of coolies. At the village a third set of 
artizans turn the plates on lathes, and they soon assume a 
perfectly smooth surface, and are then ready for the market. A 
very large number of plates are turned out daily, and are sent o 
Burdwan and other Bengal districts, where they sell for as much 
as a rupee apiece. The lessees of the quarries make very large 
profits by this industry. The cost of a plate, including wages of 
workmen, carriers, and freight, is about three annas each, and 
even locally they sell for four to five annas each. I was very 
much struck with the rapidity the workmen did their respective 
work, and was surprised to learn that though as mary as 20 to 30 
people work in each quarry, accidents are unknown. 


Tue WorKING OF THE INDIAN MercHanpisE Marks Act. 


The Gazette of India for the 30th January contains the following 
articulars of proceedings under the Indian Merchandise Marks 
Act of 1889 during the years 1890-91 :— 

There were altogether during the year 1,133 cases of detention 
under the Merchandise Marks Act, of which 666, being nearly 
59 per cent., of the whole were under clause (f) of section 10, 
sub-section (2) of the Act, which requires all piece-goods to be 
stamped with their length. There were 332 cases ot counterfeit 
trade marks or false trade descriptions, and 135 cases of non- 
description of foreign origin. 

The following statement shows for each of the chief’ ports 
(Calcutta, Madras, Rangoon, Bombay, and Karachi), the number 
of detentions under the Act. 

The number of cases in which detention was ordered in 
Calcutta, 302; Madras, 4; Rangoon, 2; Bombay, 681 , Karachi, 
144, Totals, 1,133. 

Detention followed by confiscation. Calcutta, 1; Bombay, 1. 
Total, 2. 

Detention followed by release with fine :—Calcutta, 67 ; 
Madras, 1; Bombay, 230 ; Karachi, 95. Total, 393. Without fine: 
Calcutta, 234; Madras, 3; Rangoon, 2; Bombay, 450; Karachi, 
49. Total, 738. 

Detention ordered on information received, Madras, 2; Total, 2. 

Detention ordered without information. Calcutta, 302 ; 
Madras, 2; Rangoon, 2; Bombay, 681; Karachi, 144. Total, 
1,131. 

In some cases in which detention was followed by release the 
condition was imposed that the goods should be reshipped out of 
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It may be inferred from the comparative number of cases 
reported from each port that more vigilant attention to the 
administration of the Act was given at Bombay and Karachi than 
at other ports. The inference is supported by the interesting 
report of the collector of Customs at Bombay. 

Now that the requirements of the Act are generally known and 
understood it is probable that the number of cases in 1891-92 
will be smaller than they were last year. 


Census Statistics oF BritisH INpra. 


The statistics here given have been compiled from figures 
supplied to the India Office by the Census Commissioner for 
India, Mr. J. A. Baines, in anticipation of the publication of the 
report on the Census of 1891 which is now being prepared by 
him. The figures may, it is said, be subject to some slight 
revision, but they are practically final. 

The area of the Empire is a little over 14 million (1,553,925) 
square miles, but this does not include certain tracts whose area 
has yet to be determined. his area contained 52,903,700 
inhabited houses—being in the proportion of 34 to each square 
mile. The total population was about 2874 millions (287,289,783), 
the average density being at the rate of 185 persons to the 
square mile. The increase in British territory, omitting these 
tracts for which no comparison can be made, namely, Upper 
Burma and Baluchistan, is about 94 per cent. In the Feudatory 
States the increase is much greater, but this is more apparent 
than real, the Census of 1881 in some of those States having been 
very defective. The three most densely populated provinces are 
Oudh with 513 persons, Bengal with 473 persons, and the North- 
Western Provinces with 413 persons to the square mile. The 
only approach to this density is found in Travancore and Cochin, 
with an average of 385 to the square mile. In the British 
districts of Madras the average is 252, and in all other British 
territory the average is much smaller, being as small as 53 in 
Lower Burma and 35 in Upper Burma. In Kashmir the 
mountain ranges beyond the valley are very sparsely inhabited, 
and here the average falls to 31 to the square mile. 

There are 75 towns with a population exceeding 50,000, 29 of 
them having a population exceeding 100,000, and six a population 
exceeding 200,000. 


CryLon TrapdeE 1Nn 1891. 


The Overland Ceylon Observer for the 8th February says that 
the trade of Ceylon during 1891 compares favourably as regards 
the principal articles of export with that of 1890, tea showing an 
increase of 234 million lbs. 20,500 cwt. of cacao, 422,109 Ibs. 
cardamoms, and 2,309,744 lbs., cinnamon in bales—the exports 
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for 1891 are the largest on record. Cinchona, as was to be 
expected, shows a serious decrease, while the exports of coffee are 
almost identical for the two years. 


CANADIAN FarLures 1N 1891. 


The following particulars of failures in the Dominion of Canada 
in 1891 are extracted from the annual report of the Toronto 
Board of Trade :— 

Ontario, 809; Quebec, 681; New Brunswick, 132; Nova 
Scotia, 141 ; Prince Edward Island, 7; Manitoba, 69; British 
Columbia, 22. Total number of failures, 1,861. The corre- 
sponding total for the previous year was 1,828. The total 
liabilities of the persons failing in 1891 were returned at 
16,723,939 dols., as compared with 17,858,017 dols. in 1890. 


Tue Inpustry or British ConumBia. 


The Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for British 
Columbia has presented his report for 1891. The Canadian 
Gazette for the 17th March says that the statement of the timber 
inspector shows that there are now in the province 57 saw-mills, 
built or in course of construction, and 64 timber leases, com- 
prising 273,428 acres, yielding an annual rental of 24,404 dols. 
23 cents. The timber cut duriug the year was, from Crown 
lands, 16,130,011 ft.; timber leaseholds, 33,765,137 ft. ; timber 
limits, 15,974,355 ft.; private property, 17,238,832 ft.; and the 
revenue received from the timber royalty was 31,479 dols. 6 cents. 


AGRICULTURAL BONUSES IN VICTORIA. 


The following is extracted from the Sydney Mail for the 16th 
January last :— 

The Parliament of Victoria last year provided no less a sum 
than 253,000/. as bonuses to promote dairying, fruit-growing, and 
other branches of agriculture which it was thought needed special 
encouragement. The effect of this liberality, it appears, is more 
apparent in dairying than anything else connected with the new 
venture. <A grant of 30,000/. was offered in bonuses for dairy 
produce exported to foreign markets. The export this season 
amounted to nearly 2,000 tons, valued at nearly a quarter of a 
million sterling. ‘The whole of the 30,0002 was absorbed, while 
additional provision had to be made. This was done by transferring 
the following sums:—7,000/. from the 10,0004 grant for the 
importation of new varieties of seeds; 4,000/. from the grant of | 
11,0002. for the introduction of new agricultural machinery and 
appliances; and 12,0002 from the grant of 15,0002 for the 
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encouragement of forest planting. In this way the vote was 
increased to 53,0002, and the whole will be absorbed this season, 
which is the last the bonus will be paid. A grant of 75,000/. 
was provided for bonuses to encourage the cultivation of the vine, 
fruits, and general vegetable products. Of this total a sum of 
25,0007. was provided for the encouragement of vine-planting, the 
bonus payable being at the rate of 2/. per acre planted with grape 
vines, and in instalments of one, two, and three years after the 
planting. Several hundreds cf acres have been planted, and the 
first year’s payment, amounting to one half the bonus, has been 
claimed, but by far the greater portion of the grant remains 
unclaimed and unhampered. The sum of 25,0002 was also 
provided for bonuses to encourage fruit cultivation, payable 
at the rate of 32 per acre, except for currants, gooscberries, 
and raspberries, for which the bonus is 1. per acre. In 
Mildura particularly the bonus has induced the cultivation 
of fruit trees, including the orange, lemon, and most varieties 
of the citron family. Part of the grant has been claimed, 
but nearly 20,0007. is still available. The sym of 25,0002. for 
general vegetable products has been subjected to only a trifling 
drain for the cultivation of fibre and scent plants. The item 
includes the cultivation of fibre, paper, oil, sugar, tanain, drug, 
dye, scent, and insecticide plants, and the bonus was made 
payable at the rate of 2/ per acre. The Minister of Agriculture 
has obtained information that indicates a greater demand will be 
made on the bonus next year. A grant of 37,0002 was provided 
for bonuses in reepect of factories for fruit-canning, fruit-drying, 
dairying, raisin and currant making, vegetable-oil making, pre- 
paring for the manufacture of silk, flax, hemp, and other products, 
A small sum has been claimed out of the bonus for raisin-making, 
and considerable sums have been claimed by those who have 
established creameries and butter factories. Seed importation, 
10,0007. has had no effect ; 43,0007. for technical education has 
given employment to many lecturers; 12,000/. for agricultural 
reports has been completely spent ; 15,000/. for forest cultivation 
was not called upon for more than a few hundreds. 


Rattway Trarric Earnines In New Sourn Wa ss. 


In a communication to the Board of Trade dated the 15th 
March, the secretary to the New South Wales Government 
Agency forwards a statement of the railway and tramway revenue 
of New South Wales for the month of December and the 12 
months ended the 31st December last. 

According to this statement the earnings of the New South 
Wale railways in December amounted to 328,587/., as compared 
with 335,7471. for the corresponding month in 1890. In the 12 
months the aggregate earnings were 3,091,687/., as compared with 
2,766,3102. in 1890. The length of railway line open at the end 
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of December 1891 was 2,182 miles, being the same as in December 
1890. 

As regards the tramways, the receipts for December amounted 
to 29,303/., as compared with 27,366/. for the corresponding month 
in 1890. The aggregate receipts for the 12 months ended 
December were 302,193/. against 276,287/. at the same period in 
1891. Length of line open in December 1891, 46 miles ; in 1890, 
424 miles. 


THE FrRozeEN or New ZEALAND. 


The following account of the development of the export trade 
of frozen meat in New Zealand is taken from a statistical report 
by Mr. W. R. E. Brown, Registrar-General of that colony :— 

The large increase in 1890 in the value of frozen meat exported 
placed that article in the second place in the list of exports for 
value. The growth of this export has been almost phenomenal. 

Ten years ago the project of sending fresh meat to England was 
regarded as impossible of fulfilment, and Mr. Haslam’s statement 
that vessels would be able to carry carcases of 10,000 sheep was 
considered visionary. The improvements made by him in 
refrigerating machinery have enabled his prophecy to be more 
than fulfilled, as vessels are now fitted to carry four and five 
times the number of sheep he mentioned. 1882 was the first year 
in which there was any export of frozen meat from New Zealand, 
the value of the export having been then only 19,3392 In 1890 
the value of this export had risen to 1,087,6171, representing the 
carcases of 1,330,176 sheep, of 279,741 lambs, and parts of 
carcases, which weighed 98,234 ewt., of bullocks. The greatly 
improved prices of sheep caused by the demand for this export 
trade has much encouraged the farmers of the colony, and has 
caused increased attention to be given to clearing and laying down 
bush-land in grass and otherwise improving holdings in order to 
increase the bearing capabilities of the land. Notwithstanding 
the large increase in the numbers of sheep exported in 1890, the 
sheep returns for May in that year gave an addition of nearly 
700,000 on the number in May of the previous year, thus showing 
that even with the present flocks there is a reserve that might 
supply a much larger export than at present, and the further 
progressive increase in the number of sheep that may be looked 
forward to from the extension of clearing and improvements gives 
promise of a future export of a magnitude possibly manifold 
greater than the present. The markets of the civilised world are, 
having regard to the growth of population, without a correspond- 
ing increased area for food production, practically uniimited. 
This export has had the effect of heiping the colony through a 
period of great depression, and next to the production of wool, 
with which it is now inseparably connected, may be regarded as 
the most important factor in our well-being. It would be an idle 
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speculation to consider in what condition New Zealand would 
have been had the process for meat freezing now in use not been 
discovered, but there can be no doubt that it has been of almost 
incalculable value to this colony. 


THE Foreign TrapEe oF Care Coiony. 


The Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette for the 12th 
February publishes an official statement showing the value of 
merchandise imported from and exported to each country in each 
of the years 1889, 1890, and 1891. 

According to this statement the imports in 1891 reached a total 
value of 7,518,437/. as compared with 8,470,550/. in 1890 and 
7,942,506/. in 1889. The value of the imports from the United 
Kingdom in 1891 was 5,985,301/.; of British possessions, which 
had a total of 634,579/., South Australia was represented by 
189,198/. and Mauritius by 239,137. The imports from foreign 
countries were valued at 898,557/. The most important of the 
countries are the United States (268,827/.), Brazil (358,0012), 
and Germany (123,5641.). 

The totai value of the exports from Cape Colony in 1891 was 
10,934,9742., which almost exclusively were taken by the United 
Kingdom (10,657,940/.). The share of Mauritius was 48,391/., of 
Natal 27,426/., of the United States 80,9601, and of Germany 
95,3037. 


REVENUE ReturRNS OF CAPE COLONY. 


A communication, dated the 7th March, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
copies of comparative statements, from which it appears that the 
revenue received in the month of January last amounted to 
391,240/., being a net increase of 38,2811. over the amount for the 
corresponding month of 1891. For the seven months ended 
January 1892, the revenue was 2,538,438/., the net increase over 
the amount for the corresponding period of the previous twelve 
months being 174,2341. 
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XVII.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS 
OF THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Barnsley.—The annual meeting of the Barnsley Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 11th March, Mr. Batty in the chair, 
when the annual report and balance-sheet were adopted. 


Birmingham.—The monthly meeting of the council of the 
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce was held on the 17th March, 
Mr. J. William Tonks in the chair. The secretary stated that a 
memorial had been forwarded to the Foreign Office in accordance 
with the resolution passed at the special meeting of the members 
held on the 2nd March in reference to the Mombasa railway on 
the East Coast of Africa. A print of the memorial had also been 
forwarded to local members of Parliament, with a circular asking 
them to support its prayer. 

A report from the Commercial Bills Committee was read and 
adopted recommending the council to petition the House of 
Commons in favour of the Pig-iron Warrants, Shop Hours, and 
Rating of Machinery Bills. To petition against the passing into 
law of the Shops Weekly Half Holiday Bill on the grounds that 
it is not desirable to further restrict by law the hours of adult 
labour in retail shops, and against the Employers’ Liability Bill 
on the grounds of the excessive stringency of its provisions as 
against employers. On the recommendation of the Tariff Com- 
mittee it was decided to forward memorials to the Marquess of 
Salisbury and Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, as representing the 
Foreign Office and Board of Trade respectively, clearly setting 
forth that unless England obtained the most-favoured-nation 
treatment with Spain, British trade with Cuba and Porto Rico 
would be ruined, A circular was read from the Leith Chamber 
of Commerce on monetary reform, enclosing print of a memorial 
that had been addressed to the Marquess of Salisbury on that 
subject, and it was decided to support the prayer of the memorial. 


Bradford.—The monthly meeting of the council of the Bradford 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 30th March, Mr. J. 
Gordon in the chair. A letter was read from the secretary of the 
Labour Commission thanking the committee for the trouble taken 
to ascertain the facts with regard to the question of the wages of 
Bradford operatives. 

A letter had been received from Messrs. Fuller and Co., stating 
that they have opened a British import agency at Belgrade, with 
a view to encourage a more direct trade between Great Britain 
and Servia. The letter states that “woollen piece-goods are 
* eagerly sought, and yarn and knitting goods are also in great 
** demand, as well as shawls, rugs, witney blankets, &c.” 
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A short discussion took place on the subject of the Mombasa 
railway, Sir Henry Mitchell saying that the construction of the 
railway was necessary if the English-trade was to be extended in 
Africa. 

Other subjects under discussion comprised bills of lading, the 
opium trade, and the Associated Chambers of Commerce. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 23rd March, Mr. John R. 
Bennett, president, in the chair. A copy of the revised classifica- 
tion of merchandise traffic, and revised schedule of maximum 
tolls and charges applicahle thereto, proposed to be charged by the 
Great Western Railway Company, in respect of canals and naviga- 
tion, together with tables of the existing maximum tolls and 
charges authorised by that company in respect of the said canals, 
were presented and referred to the Railways Committee of the 
Chamber. 

The following subjects were also under the consideration of 
the council:—The Chambers of Commerce Congress; New 
County Court Rules; Intermediate Afternoon Delivery of Letters . 
in Bristol; and the free delivery of railway parcels. 


Dublin—A meeting of the council of the Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 21st March, Mr. T. Maxwell Hutton, 
D.L., vice-president, in the chair. 

With reference to the Local Courts of Bankruptcy (Ireland) 
Bill, the council had this Bill under consideration, and they 
determined to oppose it, some of its provisions being, in their 
opinion, contrary to the mercantile interests of the country. 

Letters from Cardiff and Liverpool Chambers of Commerce 
were read, asking the co-operation of the council in endeavouring 
to have electrical connexion effected between the coast and light- 
ships and lighthouses. The council unanimously acceded to 
this request, and the hon. secretary was requested to take the 
necessary steps. 


Halifax.—The monthly meeting of the council of the Halifax 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 30th March, the president, 
Alderman James Booth, in the chair. 

Some discussion took place on the subject of the Government’s 
acquisition of the telephonic system of the country, and it was 
explained that the Government project as it stood was to have 
in its hands the trunk lines. A member urged that the whole 
telephonic system ought to be taken over. It was a paying 
system, was growing, and as the work was chiefly of a routine 
character, there was no reason why the Government should not 
take up and work the entire system. 


Leeds.—The monthly meeting of the council of the Leeds 
Incorporated Chamber of Commerce was held on the 30th March, 
Colonel T. W. Harding, president, in the chair. The secretary 
read the minutes of a meeting of the parliamentary and legal 
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committee. The Bill for the amalgamation of the Hull Dock 
Company with the North-Eastern Railway Company was consi- 
dered. 1t was decided that the amalgamation was not desirable, 
and ought to be opposed, and the secretary was instructed to ask 
the members of Parliament connected with the Chamber if 
necessary, to oppose it. It was also decided to ask the members 
of Parliament to support the Rating of Machinery Bill. 

Among the other subjects under consideration were the pro- 
ceedings at the meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, 
telegraphic communication with lighthouses, and the Chicago 
Exhibition. 


Liverpool—The usual monthly meeting of the council of the 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 30th March, 
Mr. Charles M’Arthur, president of the Chamber, in the chair. 

In the proceedings of the general trade committee it was stated 
that the North of England Steamship Owners’ Association recently 
called the attention of the Chamber to the movement amongst 
shipowners in various parts of the United Kingdom against the 
proposal to admit, after the Ist of July next, the carriage of 
petroleum in bulk through the Suez Canal. The association 
expressed the hope that the Chamber would assist the shipowners 
in their movement by writing to Lord Salisbury to ask for the 
active intervention of the British Government against the danger 
to the mercantile marine which is apprehended. The council of 
of the Chamber had invited an expression of opinion on the 
subject from the Liverpool Ship and Steamship Owners’ Associa- 
tions. The Steamship Owners’ Association are of opinion, as the 
provisional regulations have been signed for the Suez Canal 
Company without any protest being made by any foreign Govern- 
ment, that it is too late to interfere. The Shipowners’ Associa 
tion, on the other hand, are in favour of a protest being made, as 
the regulations will not come into force until 1st July, whilst the 
Underwriters’ Association do not as a body think it needful to 
express any opinion. In consequence of these different ex- 
pressions of views the subject continues under the consideration 
of the council. 

The minutes of the committee also stated that the various 
departments of the Government concerned in the question of 
electrical coast communication, viz., the War Office, the Admiralty, 
the Board of Trade, the Post Office, and the Trinity House, have 
been furnished with copies of the memorial of the Chamber 
recently sent to the Premier, and have promised the subject their 
consideration. The Chambers of Commerce of the ports of the 
United Kingdom have been asked for, and have rendered their 
aid. Many members of Parliament have been solicited to give 
their support to Sir Edward Birkbeck’s motion, the discussion of 
which will take place on Tuesday, 26th April. 

With reference to the subject of the Forged Transfer Act, 
1891, the commercial law committee of the Chamber passed the 
following rezolution, viz., “ That this committee is of opinion that 
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“ with a view of securing to registered transferees of stocks and 
« shares an undoubted title to their property or its equivalent it 
“ is expedient that the provisions of the Forged Transfers Act, 
“ 1891, should be adopted by all companies, corporations, and 
“ public bodies within the meaning of the Act.” , 

The Chairman said he attended with a deputation to the President 
of the Board of Trade on the subject of the acquisition of docks 
by railway companies. He would only refer to the matter to say 
that the deputation were impressed with the feeling that Sir M. 
Hicks-Beach was thoroughly alive to the public aspect of the 
question, and that both he and the Board of Trade were in full 
sympathy with the views expressed by the deputation. They had 
taken, and continued to take, all tie needful steps to bring before 
Parliament the undesirability of the acquisition of docks by 
railway companies. The resolution was carried, 


Manchester—A meeting of the board of directors of the 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 30th March, 
Mr. J. Thewlis Johnson, president, in the chair. In a letter 
received from the Foreign Office it was stated that representations 
recently made to Lord Salisbury by the Manchester Chamber, 
and calling attention to the onerous nature of the Customs 
regulations lately promulgated by the Brazilian Government, had 
been transmitted to Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio, who had 
been instructed to place them before the Brazilian Government. 

Correspondence between the Chamber and the Colonial Office 
upon the subject of trade between the British West African 
colonies and the interior was read, and a resolution adopted to 
the effect that fuller information should be sought as to the 
agreements entered into by Her Majesiy’s Government during 
the last 25 years with European powers relating to the delimita- 
tion of boundaries and the acquisition of territories in the interior 
of West Africa. 

A communication received from a member of the Chamber 
complaining of irregularity in the arrival of mails from the West 
Coast of Africa, and suggesting that if necessary the Government 
should be asked to grant a subsidy was referred to the special 
postal committee. 


Middlesbrough.— A meeting of the council of the Middlesbrough 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 31st March, Mr. Walter 
Johnson, president, in the chair. 

The Chamber was requested to join a deputation from the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce to wait upon Viscount Cran- 
brook relative to secondary education, and for the purpose of 
urging that Government should undertake its organisation, and 
that the State should provide for the effective training and 
examination of all teachers, as well as for the registration of all 
schools and teachers engaged in secondary education. As, how- 
ever, the views urged were not in accordance with those of the 
Chamber they declined to join. The council decided in favour 
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of a proposition that lightships, lighthouses, and coast-gu ard 
stations ought to be put into communication with each other, 
and with the general telegraph system of the country. It was 
suggested that the Board of Trade should be petitioned to make 
it compulsory that all British vessels should carry rocket apparatus 
or some other appliance for effecting communication with the shore 
in case of disablement from stranding. Communications relative 
to bills of lading, monetary reform, the decimal system and the 
“ Jerusalem ” Shipping Exchange were considered. 


Nottingham —A meeting of the council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 7th March, Mr. B. Stiebel 
_ in the chair. 

The question of the large increase in insurance rates on lace 
and hosiery factories and machinery was considered, but it was 
felt that the Chamber was powerless in the matter. The following 
resolution was unanimously passed :— 

“That the borough magistrates be requested to decline to sign 
a certificate of origin in the case of lace goods from this country 
for Spain, unless the firm applying for the certificate is on a list 
of manufacturers who are known as shippers of goods to Spain 
to be furnished by this Chamber, and unless in addition a separate 
declaration, signed by a member of the firm, be sert with the 
ordinary declaration and certificate, setting forth the genuineness 
of this declaration that the goods have been manufactured in this 
country.” 


The following letter had been received from the Spanish Vice- 
Consul :— 


“DEAR SrrR,— March 14th, 1892. 
“T have had a communication from the Consul-General in 
London on the subject of some Nottingham firm or firms declaring 
French goods as English for the purpose of introduction into 
Spain, and shall be glad to know whether any further steps bave 
been or will be taken in this matter on the part of the local 
authorities. 
“T am, dear Sir, 
“ Yours faithfully, 
«R. H. Beaumont, MEYER. 
“ Secretary, Chamber of Commerce.” 


Oldham.—The monthly meeting of the council of the Oldham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 22nd March, Mr, S. R. 
Platt in the chair. In reply to inquiries from the Trade and 
Treaties Committee, the secretary wrote that the trade in cotton 
yarns with Spain was now very small, owing to the existing tariff, 
which came into operation in 1882-83. Under the new tariff the 
duties would be very considerably increased (amounting to at 
least two and a half times the total cost of production), and, in 
the opinion of the Chamber, would almost entirely extinguish the 
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trade in cotton yarns. A considerable quantity of cotton velvets, 
made principally in Oldham, were sent to Spain, the duty on 
which would be more than doubled under the new treaty, and 
the goods would thus be practically excluded. The Chamber 
urged the committee to use efforts to secure the continuance of 
the most-favoured-nation clause, so that their continental com- 
petitors might secure no advantage over us, The council 
approved of the letter. It was resolved that the council be 
requested to petition Parliament in favour of the Rating of 
Machinery Bill and a petition was adopted, and the following 
subjects were also under consideration at this meeting of the 
Chamber :—Boiler Inspection and Registration, Steam Engines 
(Persons in charge) Bill, Coast Communication and the Federation: 
of the Empire. 


Wakefield—_A meeting of the council of the Wakefield 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 15th March, Mr. J. 
Haslegrave, president, in the chair. The secretary read a letter 
from Mr. J. S. Smith, secretary to the Wakefield Lubour Union, 
expressing the willingness of that union to join with the Chamber 
of Commerce in the formation of a Board of Conciliation on the 
same lines as the Bradford Board. The matter was referred to 
committee with a request that they will arrange for an interview 
with representatives of the Labour Union. 

Among other subjects under discussion were the annual meeting 
of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, trade with Africa, and 
the Rating of Machinery Bill. 


Walsall—The monthly meeting of the council of the Walsall 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 28th March last, Mr. 
J. Scott, president, in the chair. 

It was resolved, with one vote against it, to petition in favour 
of the Bill for the rating of machinery. A letter was laid before 
the meeting from the Chamber of Commerce of Cardiff asking 
the Walsall Chamber to support them in the resolution to be 
proposed in Parliament with reference to coast communication. 
The president said that the Labour Commission had written 
asking for a copy of the rules of the Chamber, and it was 
resolved that a copy of these rules should be sent as soon as the 
Chamber was incorporated. 

Other subjects under discussion comprised the meeting of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce and secondary education. 
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XVIIT—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Corn Prices, 1891. Statistical Tables of Corn Prices for 
the Year 1891, with comparative Tables for previous Years, and 
Memorandum. 84. Price 3d. 


This is the Annual Return issued by the Commercial De- 
partment of the Board of Trade. The information given therein 
has been published from time to time in the London Gazette, and 
has partly been made accessible by official publications in the 
“ Statistical Abstract of the United Kingdom,” and in the Board 
of Trade Journal, but it has appeared desirable to publish these 
tables annually and in a collected form, and in this way to make 
the statistical results accessible to those interested. 

In the memorandum attached to the returns it is stated that 
the first five tables merely repeat the Gazette information for 
the year 1891, in forms which are used in compliance with Acts 
of Parliament, or which have appeared to the Board of Trade to 
be serviceable. The other tables after No. V. carry back the 
information as to quantities returned, prices per bushel and 
quarter, tithe averages, and other particulars for a long series of 
years, and, as noticed in each case, are in continuation of tables 
which have appeared in Parliamentary Papers issued in past 
years or which were laid before the House of Commons Com-. 
mittee on Corn Averages of 1888, by direction of the Board of 
Trade. 

It is further remarked that Table No. VI. gives the quantities 
returned and prices per quarter for a long series of years, and 
might possibly have been carried back still further as to prices 
from a Return (No. 18, 1 to 3) of 1842, which gives the prices as 
returned under the system of corn averages, as far back as the year 
1771, together with what are known as the “ Windsor prices,” 
which go back to the middle of the 17th century ; but it has been 
considered unnecessary to do more than refer to so well-known a 
Keturn. It is further to be remarked that no consecutive state- 
ment of quantities returned, going back so far as the present 
Return, had been published previous to the Return of 1889 (No. 5 
of 1889), although a return (460 of 1850) gave the quantities 
from 1815 to 1849, and a second Return (288 of 1852) gave the 
like information from 1843 to 1851. 

The memorandum concludes that in pursuance of the Act 
52 & 53 Viet. c. 30., which created the Board of Agriculture, an 
“Order in Council,” dated 30th of July 1891, has been passed, 
under which the duties connected with the collection of the corn 
returns have been transferred from the Board of Trade to the 
Board of Agriculture from the 1st of February 1892. The 
collection of the returns for the year 1891 having, however, been 
made under the direction of the Board of Trade, it was thought 
desirable, as a matter of departmental convenience, that the 
Memorandum and Report, together with the tables which accom- 


Apr. 1892.] RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 481 


pany it, should be again, and for the last time, prepared by 
the Board of Trade, although the collection of corn returns, as 
stated above, was transferred on the 1st February to the Board of 
Agriculture. 


2. Royal Commission on Redemption of Tithe Rentcharge. 
Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Redemp- 
tion of Tithe Rentcharge in England and Wales. (C—6606.) 
Price 14d. 

This is the Report of the Royal Commissioners appointed to 
inquire to what extent, on what terms, and at what cost, tithe 
rentcharge in England and Wales has been redeemed under the 
Tithe Commutation Act, 1836, and the Acts amending the same, 
and to report whether, under existing circumstances, any amend- 
ments in the law or the practice are required in order to facilitate 
and encourage the redem tion of tithe rentcharge. 

The Royal Commissioners, after reviewing the effect of the 
Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 and the Acts amending the same, 
and referring to proposed amendments of the present law and 
practice, conclude by giving a summary of their recommendations, 
amongst which the following are the most prominent :—The 
existing terms of 25 years’ purchase of commutation value for the 
redemption of tithe rentcharge should be abolished; where re- 
demption is voluntary the precedent of the Glebe Lands Act, 
1888, should be followed, and the parties be encouraged to make 
their own bargains, subject to a determining authority as to the 
price of redemption to be vested in the Board of Agriculture ; 
that in the case of clerical rentcharges a notice to the bishop and 
patron should be substituted for the present provision which 
requires their consents in certain cases ; and that where redemption 
is emer the terms should be fixed by the Board of Agri- 
culture. 

Redemption of the smaller sums of tithe rentcharge, up to 20s. 
or 40s., being the whole amount payable by one tithe payer in the 
same parish, should be treated separately from the case where 
many tithe rentcharges of small amount, exceeding in the aggre- 
as such limit, are payable by the same landowner. In the 

rmer case redemption should be compulsory on the application 
of either tithe owner or tithe payer, subject to the discretion of the 
Board of Agriculture, to decline redemption where hardship 
would arise to the tithe payer. In the latte: case no sufficient 
reasons exist to justify compulsory redemption. 

As regards the tithe rentcharge on land which has already been 
utilised for building purposes, that extensive powers should be 
given to the Board of Agriculture, with a view to the extinction 
of all tithe rentcharges on land of this character with as little 
delay as practicable. 

With regard to land which may hereafter become building land, 
that the law should require that the tithe rentcharge be redeemed 
before the land is utilised for building. 
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8. Royal Commission on Redemption of Tithe Rentcharge. 
Minutis of Evidence taken before the Royal Commission appointed 
to inquire into the Redemption of Tithe Rentcharge in England 
and Wales. (C—6606-1.) Price 1s. 6d. 


This return gives the list of witnesses examined before the 
Royal Commissioners, together with their evidence in extenso and 
statistical tables and other documents referred to therein. 


4, Foreshores (Sales, &c.). Statement of the Particulars of all 
Cases in which the Rights and Interests of the Crown in the Shores 
aud Bed of the Sea and Tidal Rivers have been Sold Leased, or 
otherwise dealt with by the Board of Trade under the Crown 
Lands Act, 1866, from the 1st day of January 1887 to the 31st 
day of December 1891. 118. Price 24d. 


This is a statement issued by the Board of Trade. It is stated to 
be in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 100 of Session 1887. 
It shows as regards each particularcase which has occurred since 
1887, the county in which that particular case occurred, the 
description of the premises and amount of land dealt with, the 
date of the deed, and the name of the purchaser with the amount 
of consideration money received, and observation on each par- 
ticular case referred to. 


5. Uniform System of Buoyage. Further Report of the Con- 
ference appointed to consider the proposals for a Umform System 
of Buoyage for the United Kingdom. (C.—6615.) Price 2d. 


This is the report of the conference recently held at the Trinity 
House under the presidency of H.R.H. the Duke of Ediburzh to 
deliberate upon a proposal of the Washington International 
Marine Conference for a universal system of buoys and beacons, 
and to advise the Board of Trade what steps Great Britain should 
take in regard thereto. The Report is addressed to the President 
of the Board of Trade and contains recommendations which were 
approved of by the Conference, together with the minutes of 
proceedings and the copies of correspondence referred to therein. 


6. Mines. Year 1891. Summaries of the Statistical portion 
of the Reports of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Mines, under the 
provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1887, the Metal- 
liferous Mines Regulation Acts, 1872 and 1875, and the Slate 
Mines (Gunpowder) Act, 1882; also List of Inspectors and 
Inspection Districts and particulars of Examination Boards and 
Examinations. (C—6610.) Price 6d. 


In the introduction which precedes these summaries it is stated 
that these statistics under the Acts relating to all mines in the 
United Kingdom form a portion of the reports of the Inspectors 
of Mines, which are made annually to the Secretary of State. 

The Reports consist further of the following separate volumes : 

1. Report for each district. 
2. List of all the mines in the United Kingdom arranged 
according to districts. 
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3. List of Record Plans of Mines deposited at the Home 
Office. 
4, Mineral Statistics of the United Kingdom. 

From the summaries of statistics relating to all the mines in 
the United Kingdom, it appears that during the year 1891, the 
total number of persons employed in and about all the mines in 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, together with 
the Isle of Man, and inclusive of those employed on private branch 
railways and tramways, and in washing and coking coal on 
premises adjacent to, or belonging to the mines (this latter in- 
formation being an addition to summaries given under former 
Acts), amounted to 707,411, of whom 6,112 were females above 

ound. 

The number of persons employed during the year 1891 in and 
about all the mines, exclusive of those employed on private branch 
railways and tramways, and in washing and coking coal, was 
687,878, of whom 5,819 were females, the aggregate increase 
being 32,581. The total number of fatal accidents was 961, and 
the total number of deaths occasioned thereby 1,030; being an 
increase of 62 in the number of fatal accidents, and a decrease of 
176 in the number of lives lost, compared with the totals of the 
preceding year; there was one death for every #68 persons em- 
ployed, which is more favourable than the ratio 1 in 543 of the 
preceding year, 

The summary also shows the corresponding figures for each of 
the preceding 17 years. 

The total number of persons employed during the year 1891 in 
und about the mines under the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 
exclusive of those employed on private branch railways and tram- 
ways, and in washing and coking coal on’premises adjacent to, and 
belonging to the mines, was 648,450, of whom 4,456 were females 
working above ground, the aggregate increase being 35,217 com- 
pared with the preceding year. Secondly, that there were 911 
fatal accidents and 979 deaths, the number of accidents being 50 
more than in the preceding year, and the number of deaths being 
181 less. Thirdly, that there was one fatal accident for every 712 
persons employed, and one death for every 662 persons employed. 
The accident ratio is the same as in the preceding year, and the 
death ratio is more favourable than has ever been recorded. 

The total quantity of mineral wrought at mines under the 
Coal Mines Regulation Act in Great Britain and Ireland during 
1891 was 197,693,592 tons, of which 185,479,126 was coal, and 
29,150 ironstone, the rest being fire-clay, oil shale, and other 
minerals, making a total increase of 3,087,705 tons compared 
with the preceding year, there being an increase of 3,864,838 tons 
of coal, but a decrease of 888,326 tons of ironstone. 

The ratios of the fatal accidents and the deaths to the number of 
persons employed in and about mines under the present and former 
Coal Mines Acts are given in averages for the periods covered 
by the first three Acts, ard in detail with averages since 1872, 
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and from these it appears that the occupation of the miner is now 
very much safer than at the commencement of the Mining Acts, 
the average ratio under the first Act being one death in every 233 
persons employed, under the second Act, one death in 258, under 
the third Act, one death in 312, under the fourth Act, one death 
in 466, whilst for the present year it is one in 662, a much more 
favourable ratio. 

The ratios of accidents and deaths to the number of persons 
employed and tons of mineral wrought in each of the districts, give 
a general average of 217,007 tons of mineral wrought for every 
fatal accident, and 201,934 tons for every death, as compared with 
the more favourable quantity of 226,023 tons per fatal accident, 
and the less favourable quantity of 167,763 tons per death in 
the preceding year. 


7. Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland (December 1891). 
(C—6612.) Price 14d. 


This is a return prepared under the direction of the Registrar- 
General for Ireland, showing the statistics of deposits and cash 
balances in Joint Stock Banks ; deposits in Post Office Savings 
Banks and Trustee Savings Banks; investments in Government 
and Indian Stocks ; and bank-note circulation in Ireland, Decem- 
ber, 1891; also weekly traffic receipts of Irish railways for the 
years 1890-91 ; and railway traflic statistics for each of the 10 
years 1881--90. 

The deposits and cash balances in the Joint Stock Banks, in 
December 1891, as shown in Table I. stood at 34,532,000/, 
(exclusive of 1,424,406/. Government and other public accounts 
in the Bank of Ireland), as compared with 33,325,000/. at the 
same period in the year 1890, thus showing an increase of 
1,207,000/, or 3°6 per cent., following an increase of 357,0002 at 
the close of 1890, as compared with the amount for December 
1889, which was 1,989,000/. more than the amount for December 
1888. 

In December 1891 the amount in the Post Office Savings Bank 
in Ireland stood at 3,966,000! as compared with 3,723,0001., for 
the corresponding period of 1890, being an increase of 243,000/, 
or 6°5 per cent. 

The amount of deposits at the end of each year in Trustee 
Savings Banks, was in December 1890, 1,973,000/, and in 1891 
1,966,000/., being a decrease of 7,000/. 


8. Report on the Administration, Finances, and Condition of 
Egypt and the Progress of Reforms. (In continuation of “ Egypt 
Nos. 2 and 3 (1891).) (C—6589.) Price 44d. 


This is a report made by Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of 
Salisbury on the administration, finances and condition of Egypt 
during the past year. After referring briefly to the late Khedive 
and to the machinery of government the report proceeds to deal at 
length with the finances, including the land revenue and the 
Budget of 1892, the Salt Department, the Domains and Daira 
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Administrations, the Trade, Irrigation, Railways, Telegraphs, 
Ports, Post Office, the Army, the Police, Justice, Prisons and 
Education as well as the various other branches of the Adminis- 
tration. 


9. Pauperism. (England and Wales.) Return A. Compara- 
tive Statement of Pauperism. January 1892. 78(A.) Price 14d. 


This is the usual monthly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. It shows that the number of persons 
(excluding lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) 
relieved in England and Wales on the last day in each week of 
the month of January was as follows :—First week, 680,866 ; 
second week, 693,376; third week, 702,445; fourth week, 
704,452; fifth week, 704,345. The number of paupers in receipt 
of relief in January 1892 was smaller than the number relieved 
in the corresponding month in 33 out of the 35 preceding years. 


10. Poor Relief (Englatd and Wales). In-Maintenance and 
Out-Door Relief. Statement for Half-Year ended Michaelmas 
1891. 370. (C.—1.) Price 3d. 


This is the usual half-yearly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. It shows that the expenditure during the 
half-year ended Michaelmas 1891, together with the cost per head 
on population of each kind of relief, was as follows — 


Expenditure during Half-Year ended Michaelmas 1891, 


Aggregate of 
Estimated | In-Maintenance. Out-door Relief. |In-Maintenance and 
Population Out-door Relief. 
DIvIsIons. in the 
middle of 


Cost Cost 
pe per Head r Head 
Amount. Amount. | Popu- 
lation. lation. 


£ 
89,436 


144,950 
136,326 

95,297 
102,902 
122,249 
100,190 
131,643 
111,975 

61,266 
100,896 


443,798 2" 
186,691} 1114 
167,588 | 1 10} 
138,766 | 1 
150,119 | 1 
227,418 | 1 
138,352] 1 
293,696 | 1 
1 
1 
0 


The Metropolis 4,221,452 $53,287 
South-Western 1,910,002 41,741 
Wales - 1,781,892 31,262 
Eastern - 1,581,500 43,469 
South Midland 1,870,837 47,217 
South-Eastern 2,877,655 | 105,169 
North Midland 1,810,503 38,162 
West Midland 3,250,127 92,053 
York 3,227,292 61,184 
Northern 1,869,510 35,453 
North-Western 4,680,777 | 126,608 


173,159 
96,719 
227,499 


“a } 29,081,087 975,600 1,197,130 


o 


2,172,730 


1891. 
5 
| 6} 
| 6t 
| 24 
| 
| 
93 
| 
| 8 
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XIX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


FaciLities For Posting TELEGRAMS. 


It is believed that the public are not generally aware of the fact 
that telegrams which cannot be conveniently handed in at a 
Telegraph Office may be posted in a wall or pillar-box, or at any 
Post Office which is not a Telegraph Office. 

Telegrams so posted are sent on by the next collection to the 
Telegraph Office to which the letters included in such collection 
are taken, and are thence transmitted free of extra charge, provided 
the proper amount has been prepaid by means of postage stamps. 

It should, however, be understood that telegrams so posted 
cannot, as a rule, reach their destination so expeditiously as those 
handed in at a Telegraph Office. 

Care should be taken to write legibly and to give a cerrect and 
sufficient address. The sender should also write his name and 
address on the back of the form in case of miscarriage. 

It is desirable, although not absolutely necessary, to enclose 
the telegram in an envelope marked “ Telegram, immediate.” An 
ordinary telegram form, with stamps of the requisite value affixed, 
may be used; but persons likely to post telegrams in any 
considerable number will find it convenient to provide themselves 
with a supply of forms already embossed with stamps, which may 
be purchased singly price 6d. each. 

In case of necessity the telegram may be written on a piece of 
plain paper, 


Parcet Post witH Canapa, (REDUCTION OF PosTAGE.) 

On the Ist April 1892 the postage on parcels for Canada was 
reduced to the following rates:—For the first pound, 10d.; for 
each pound or fraction of a pound additional, 10d. 

The following are the chief special regulations for the Parcel 
Post with Canada 

Despatch of Parcels—Parcels for Canada are despatched from 
Liverpool every Thursday morning. 

Weight.—No parcel may exceed 7 Ibs in weight. 

Dimensions—No parcel may exceed 2 ft. in length or 1 ft. in 
breadth or depth. 

Forbidden Articles—No parcel may contain explosive or 
dangerous articles, articles likely to injure other parcels, liquids 
(unless secureiy packed in proper cases), oleomargarine, butterine, 
or similar substitutes for butter, reprints of Canadian copyright 
works. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND. (ResumMpTION OF Direct SErRvICcE.) 


The direct mail service between this country and Newfound- 
land by means of packets sailing once a fortnight from Queenstown 
to St. John’s has been resumed. 

After the despatch of the mail of the 24th of March vid 
Londonderry and Halifax, the mails for Newfoundland will be 
made up in London on alternate Tuesday evenings, commencing 
on the 12th of April, and the packets will sail from Queenstown 
on alternate Wednesdays. 


MaILs FOR THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES AND NEW ZEALAND. 


Table showing the despatch from London of mails for the 
Australian colonies and New Zealand durmg the six months 
ending the 30th of September 1892. 


Despatched from 


Destination. Route. London (Evening). 


Queensland,* South 
Australia, and Tasmania 


Victoria, New South Wales, { Vid Brindisi (or Naples) -| Every Friday. 


Via San Francisco - - | Saturday, April 16. 
(For letters, &c., specially May 14. 
addressed to go by that route.) June 11. 
July 9. 
Aug. 6. 
Sept. 3. 


Western Australia - Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - {| Every Friday. 


Vid San Francisco + Saturday, April 16. 
May 14. 
June 11. 
New Zealandt 
Sept. 3. 


Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - Every Friday. 


* On the 6th of May, 3rd of June, Ist and 29th of July, 26th of August, and 
23rd of September, correspondence for places in the north of Queensland (Thursday 
Island, Cooktown, Cairns, Townsville, Bowen, and Mackay) can be sent either by 
the direct route of Torres Straits or by way of Adelaide. If meant to go vid 
Adelaide on those days, such correspondence must be specially so addressed ; but 
correspondence for the South of Queensland is sent by the Adelaide route unless 
specially superscribed to go otherwise. 

+ Correspondence for New Zealand posted in the week in which there will be a 
mail from London going vid San Francisco, and also in the previous week, will be 
forwarded in that mail; but correspondence posted up to the evening of the first or 
second Friday following a despatch vid San Francisco will gain by being forwarded 
vid Italy. “The Post Office will in each case send the letters, &c., by the best route ; 
and there will be no occasion to superscribe them specialiy as to route. 
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XX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


PortuGaut.—Suez and Port Said are declared free from 
cholera. 


AustriA-HuncGary.—The observation of seven days ordered 
by the Government circular No. 9,356 of October 21st, 1891, for 
arrivals from the coast between Mersina and Jaffa, is replaced by 
rigorous medical inspection, and such inspection is applied to all 
arrivals from the coast between Adalia and Jaffa, both those 
ports included. 


Grerece—The Board of Trade have received from the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs a letter, stating that Her 
Majesty's Representative at Athens calls attention to the fact that 
vessels continue to arrive at Greek ports unprovided with a Greek 
Consular certificate to their bills of health. 

The regulations on the subject were printed in the London 
Gazette of the 15th December last, and are here reproduced :— 

November 14, 1891. 

Owing to representations made by the Greek Consuls at Man- 
‘chester, Liverpool, Malta, and Fiume, and by the sanitary 
authorities at Corfu and Pirzeus, in accordance with which some 
captains of foreign merchant vessels and steamers, sailing for 
Greece, from foreign ports, refuse to furnish themselves with 
health certificates, duly viséd by the competent Greek consular 
authorities, the Department of the Interior, by a circular to the 
Nomarchs and Eparchs of the State, taking into consideration 
that cholera has broken out at some provinces at Syria, recommends 
to them the full execution of the Royal Decree of 28th August 
1867, in accordance with which “vessels and steamers, either 
“ foreign or Greek, sailing from foreign ports, either clean or 
* infected, must at a time of appearance of cholera or other pesti- 
« lential disease, be furnished witha certificate from our consular 
« authorities, and where such do not exist, from the consulates of 
“ other foreign powers, otherwise they will be subjected to five 
“ days’ observation or eleven days’ quarantine, in accordance with 
* the conviction that may be formed by the competent sanitary 
« authority after submitting to an examination the crew and the 
“ passengers of such ships.” 

Quarantine on arrivals from Syrian coast between Latakia and 
Jaffa (both exclusive) is suppressed, and medical inspection sub- 
stituted, from the 23rd February last. 
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Turkey.—The Board of Health has suppressed the medical 
visit imposed upon arrivals from Syria. Advice has been received 
that cholera has broken out at Meshed, a city in North-East 
Persia. 


TuRKEY (SyrtA).—Quarantine on the Syrian coast has been 
suppressed, and medical inspection substituted, except in the case 
of troop and emigrant ships. 


Matta.—The following paragraph is substituted for para- 
graph 4 of the notice issued on the 14th October 1891 :— 

4, Vessels not provided with a qualified medical officer, 
arriving direct from Adalia and Jaffa, and from the coast of 
Turkey in Asia, between those ports, are to undergo seven days’ 
quarantine. Vessels arriving from the above places, and which 
are provided with a qualified medical officer, will be admitted to 
pratique if the qualified medical officer on board can certify that 
21 days’ previous to arrival at Malta there has not been any case 
of illness on board which might give rise to suspicions of the 
possible importation thereby of germs of cholera. 


Cyprus.—Quarantine on arrivals from the Arabian coast of the 
Red Sea south of Lith is removed. 

The quarantine against arrivals from Syria, between but not 
including the ports of Latakia and Jaffa, is abolished. All 
arrivals will, however, be required to undergo a medical inspec- 
tion before being admitted to pratique. 


JaMa1ca.—Owing to the prevalence of yellow fever in Brazil, 
the ports of that Republic have been declared by the Governor 
and Privy Council of Jamaica to be infected places within the 
meaning of the Quarantine Law 37, of 1869. 


BarBapos.—The Acting Governor has been pleased, on the 
recommendation of the General Board of Health, to declare the 
port of Santos to be infected with smail-pox, and to direct that 
all arrivals from that place be quarantined for a period of 21 days 
trom the date of departure therefrom. 

The quarantine against arrivals from Cadiz is removed. 

The port of Bahia has been declared to be infected with yellow 
fever, and arrivals from that port are to be subiected to 14 days’ 
quarantine from the date of departure therefrom. 
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XXI—STATISTICAL TABLES. 
1.—ForEIcN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Statement of the Ivrorts into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Krinapom during the month and three months ended 
3lst MarcH 1892, compared with the corresponding periods of 


MontTH ENDED 3lst Marca. 
I. Imports FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


Apr. 1892, 


Increase. 


Decrease, 


Animals living (for food) 
at Articles of food and drink, duty 


IL. 


of food and drink, duti- 


able 
Tobacco, dutiable - 
. Metals 
. Chemicals 
substances 
. Oils 
Raw materials for textile manufactures 
. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 
VIII Manufactured articles - 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles 
(B.) Parcel post 


and tanning 


45548, 


£ 
278,562 
1,028,830 


268,165 
1,893 
19,035 


57,317 


3,146 | 


1,315 


158,449 | 


l& 


185.216 


— 


170,923 


Total Value 


Month ended 
March 
1892. | 1891. 
£ £ 
872,499 593,987 
12,025,367 | 10,996,587 
2,319,861 2,051,696 
291,966 £90,073 
1,850,188 1,831,158 
764,052 706,735 
537,820 584,074 
7,926,000 8,111,816 
2,593,041 2,591,726 
6,188,063 | 6,358,986 
1,301,134 1,142,085 
34,186 43,541 
36,704,177 | 35,253,059 


1,451,118 | 


II. Exports or British AND 


PropucE AND MANUFACTURE. 


I, Animals living 
II, Articles of food and drink 
III. Raw materials 


IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 


(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 


(C.) Machinery and miilwork 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 


(G.) Parcel post 


£ | 

55,898 | 32,629 
792,853 990,384 
1,444,056 | 1,663,219 

8,848,675 | 247748 
2,842,986 | | 3,780,663 
1,174,096 | | 1,357,861 
967,260 | 910,828 

| 
$39,111 | 846,273 
2,616,475 | 29543560 
83,972 | 73,716 

| 


£ 
23,269 | 


10,256 | 


| £ 


| 3,528 


219,163 


399,073 


937,677 
183,765 


7,162 


338,085 


Total Value 


19,665,382 | 


21,663,378 


1,997,996 


TIT. Exports or Foreric 


N AND CoLonrAL PRODUCE. 


Total Value 


£ 
5,566,389 


£ 
5,935,458 


| £ 
| 359,069 


| 

= 
_ 

| 
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I.—ForeicgN TRADE OF THE UniTED Kinapom—cont. 


Monrus ENDED 31st MARCH. 


I. Imports FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


491 


Three Months ended 
31st March 


Decrease. 


I, Animals, living (for food) - - 
IL. (A) Articles of food and drink, duty 


(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - 


Tobacco, dutiable - 
III. Metals - ° 


IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 


V. Oils - - - 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 


VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 


VIII. Manufactured articles - - 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 


Total Value - - 


£ 
2,024,032 
35,187,444 


6,400,321 
818,403 
5,424,914 


2,532,971 
1,697,401 
27,461,559 


7,429,342 
16,857,135 
4,067,889 
145,941 


1,752,168 
80,294,863 


6,282,309 
754,745 
5,438,669 


2,423,740 
1,693,206 
26,781,991 


16,309,059 
3,275,741 


161,968 


110,047,352 


102,269,695 


£ } £ 
271,869, — 
4,892,581 
168,012 
63,658 | 
as | 13,755 
109,231 
4,195 
679,568 
278,101 
548,076 
792,148 
16,027 
7,777,657 


II. Exports or BritTisH AND 


Irish PRopUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


i, Animals living - 
II, Articles of food and drink - - 
Ill. Raw materials - 


TV, Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics . 


(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - 


(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 


(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 


(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured cr partly manufactured . 


(G.) Parcel post - 


Total Value - - 


£ 
116,692 


2,215,695 


4,172,486 


27,436,655 


8,028,841 
8,518,495 
2,982,115 


2,247,317 


7,185,094 
242,449 


£ 

86,520 
2,310,089 
40545745 


28,235,014 
9:779;985 
8,651,607 
2,861,119 


2,812,730 


7,848,844 
233,250 


30,172 
94,344 
482,259 
798,359 
1,756,144 
133,106 

120,996 
65,413 
~ 658,217 

9,199 


58,140,839 


61,968,314 


8,827,475 


III. Exprorts or Foreign AND COLONIAL 


PRODUCE. 


Total Value 


£ 
16,423,807 


£ 
16,18 7,47 


q 
1892. 1891. 
| 
| 
= | 
| 
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IIl.—Corn PRICEs. 


Return of the QuantTiTIEs SOLD and AveraGe Prices of Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaL MEASURE, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 5th March 1892 67,055 2 67,850 4 13,492 4 


12th ,, 69,700 57,305 3 15,023 4 
19th ,, 81,844 53,507 4 13,629 6 
» 26th ,, " 76,419 45,011 0 11,639 0 


March 1892 295,019 223,674 53,784 


Corresponding month in 1891 271,777 242,563 61,369 
» 1890 386,133 209,445 76,942 


Average Prices. 


Week ended 5th March 1892 
» 12th 
= 19th 
» 26th 


March 1892 


February 1892 
January 
December 1891 
November 
October 
September 
August 

July 

June 

May 

April 


~ 


ans 


March 


| 
6 
s. d. s. d. 
33 3 27 9 20 5 
82 27 11 20 2 
33 0 27 6 20 6 
32 8 | 20 4 
32 il 27 20 4 
32 6 28 2 19 
- : - 35 4 29 2 20 
37 6 29 11 21 
= | 37 10 34 24 
38 5 28 | 20 
: 39 9 26 | 
- - -| $8 6 26 | 
-| 39 9 27 | 
40 4 27 | 24 10 
. . | 3 3 27 | 19 5 
- - 33 10 27 8 18 
» 1890 - . - 29 9 30 6 19 6 
» 1589 - - - 30 1 25 10 | 16 14 
» 1888 30. 4 29.8 | 1 8 
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1892. 


Return of the Numpers, Nationarities, and Destinations of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unirrep Kineapom for PLAces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st March 1892, and the 
Three Months ended 3lst March 1892, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


British 
Nationalities. North | Austral- 
America. 


English 1,052 11,203 
Scotch - 194 5 1771 


Irish = 8,984 


Total of British 16,958 
origin - - 
Foreigners - - 12,940 


Nationalities 
distinguished - 


Total - 


Total for corre- 
sponding 
Month, 1897 - 


25,282 


hree Months ended 81st March. 


English - 138,903 2,961 1,824 1,869 | 22,134 
Scotch - 2,188 609 | 8,890 


Irish - 5,167 | 6,865 


British 21,208 82,829 81,789 


Foreigners - 18,084 20,268 17,643 


Nationalities | 
ad - 


distinguishe: 


Total - =| 89,292 4,802 4,210 2,198 54,046 


Total for corre- 
onding 
onths, 1897 


| 
85,725 4,190 8,920 2,126 4,814 50,275 | 


Note.—The above figures, being made up ai the earliest possible date after the closs of each 
month are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


493 
| | P Total 
| Cape ‘or 
ope an * \spondin 
Natal. Places. 
1891. 
| Month ended 31st March. 
| | 
9,354 
| 
| 1,557 
8,484 
| 14,892 
| 10,662 
- | - | | 
23,044 3,699 1,522 699 1,271 | 30,285 | 25,282 
| 2966 \ | 0 | 4360 | 
} 
| | | | 
| 843 
| 
| 50,275 
7 


494 STATISTICAL TABLES, (Apr. 1899, 


IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION—FEBRUARY 1892. 


Return of the Numper of Axtens arrived from the ContTINENT at Ports* 
in the Untrep Kiyepom during the Month and Two Months ended 
29th February 1892, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 
previous Year. 

(Compiled from the ALieNn Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. ¢. 11. sect. 2.) 


| | Christiania, 
| Gothenburg.) Hamburg. | Arendal, and | Other Ports. 
| Christiansand. 


| 


| 1891. | 1892. 1891. | 1892. | 7897. | 1892. | 2897. | 1892. | 7891, 


Month of February. 


Aliens not stated to be en | 
route to America :t 
Arrived at Londons - 689 | 

| 

Grimsby - 186 | | 


Hull - - 


Ports) 
(Newcastle, 
Northand 
South | 
Shields) -) 


Leith - - 


Other ports - 


Totol - 


Aliens en route to America: 
Arrived at Grimsby - 


Hartlepool, 
West - 


Hull - - 
Leith - 
Other ports - 


Total - 2,336 


of aliens not stated to be 3,485 | 2,666 


Total of aliens en route ef 
en route to Americat 


| 


Months of January and February. 
Aliens not stated to be en | 


route to America :¢ | 
TotalNo - - 27 | 208 


Aliens en route to America : | 
T 4 2| 5,738 


| 
| 
otal No. - - | 1,838 | 1,259 


| 
1,616 | 1,407 
| 


Total of aliens en route and d | 
of aliens not stated to be 
en route to Americat -) 


j | 
| 6244 8,009 12,670 | 9477 
| | | 


* The ports from which alien lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folke- 
stone, Glasgow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, 
Liverpool, London, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, 
and West Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, and Southampton, show 
only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class, passengers. 

+ The distinction made in this return between “ Aliens not stated to be en roufe to America,” and 
“ Aliens en route to America,” is due to the fact that the great majority of aliens who arrive from 
continental ports are reported to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record 
this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the “Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come 
to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, 
while may of the aliens arriving from continental ports return to the Continent (see Annual Report 
on Emigration and Immigration, No. 147, Sess. 1891, and Monthly Emigration Returns). 


| | 
4 32 16| 2831] 2% | 1,051 | g02 
| | | 
20 4 38 | 43 | 164 198 244 337 466 582 
| | 
— 2s} 4} — 51 119| 48 
160, 89 | 1,149 291 | 377 352 | 1,138 954 2,824 2,186 
| | | 
| 
— — | 140 | 1,027 | 784 
1,055 | 945| 471, 422 319 | 222 | 780 | 430 | 2,625 | 29,079 
| 
688 474) — — | 381 94 | 1,069 | 368 
: | 
-|- 40; — | 40 | 
4875 819) 222) 1,841) G03 | 5,051 3,645 
696 574 | 2,479 | 7,557 | 7,875 | 5,884 
| j | | | 
| | 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Noumser of Recetving Orpers GaAzettTep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Three months 


March ended March. 


1891. 1892. 


No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - - 344 1,230 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Publicans and hotel 
Grocers, 
Builders 
Farmers - - 
Boot and shoe manufacturers 
dealers - - - 
Bakers - 
Butchers - 
Tailors, &¢c. - 
Drapers, haberdashers, tes - 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. 
Provision merchants, &c. 
Clerks, commercial and general 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &e. - - - 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers ~ 
Agents, commission and general - 
Carpenters and joiners - - 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &e. - - 
Solicitors - - 
Carriers, carmen, and 
hauliers 
Auctioneers - - 
China, glass, and &e. 
dealers - - 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &e. 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. 
Contractors = - - - 
Merchants - - 
Engineers and founders, &c. 
Millers - 
General dealers - 
Saddlers and harness makers 
Ironmongers - - 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 
. Cabinet makers and upholsterers 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - 
Tobacconists, - 
Confectioners - - 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. 
Travellers, commercial, &c. 
Tron and hardware merchants 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - 
Stationers - - 
Printers and publishers - 
Restaurant, coffee, on eating-house 
keepers - - - 


Awa ww 


bo 
a 
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| 
| 102 | | 1891. 
No. 
280 
103 67 
37 95 72 
26 62 58 7 
22 53 46 
18 43 34 
16 37 24 
11 35 
9 27 18 / 
10 26 19 { 
6 20 10 j 
7 18 19 
10 17 10 
7 16 17 
| | 
if 
| 
| 
| | 
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Three months 
ended March 


1892. 1891. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and No. 
occupations—cont. 
Lodging-house keepers - 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 
Woollen merchants, manufacturers, &c. 
Brokers, stock and share - 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. ~ 
Carriage, &c. builders - 
Brewers and beer merchants - 
Hairdressers 
Agents, financial 
Surgeons 
Architects and surveyors 
Cattle and pig dealers - 
Furniture dealers and makers 
Oil and colour merchants - 
Officers in Army 
Wheelwrights - - 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers 

Curriers, tanners, and leather 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 
Potato merchants’ and salesmen 
Colliers, miners, &c. - - 
Shiptuilders - - 
Warehousemen - 


| | comm | | = 
AW SMH MWK G GW & SO 


« | WA Co AS 40] 


| 
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VI.—Exprort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Rztcrn of the Numser of Anrmats exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the month ended 3lst March {1892, and during 
the first Three Months of the Year 1892, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1891. 


Three months 


March ended March 


1892, 1891. 1892. 1894. 


No. | js No. No. 

Cattle 91,888 | 100,585 
Sheep F 60,143 | 27.702 
Swine J 171,099 | 187,232 
Goats 499 555 
Horses J 7. 4,668 4,673 
Mules or Jennets 1 2 8 
Asses . - 31 64 


Total 86,075 8. 328,630 | 374.974 


496 
1892. | 1891. 
| No. | 
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VIL—Fisuery STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Sratement of the Torat Quantity and Vatve of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the Enetisu and Wetsa Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March 
1892, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1891. 


| Three Months ended 
March | March 


QUANTITY. 


Cuts. Cwts. 
Turbot 4544 | 12,894 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished 8,341 11,412 


Total prime fish - 


16,737 42,391 
40,405 | 107,678 


Pilchards - 
Plaice 


Sprats - - - 
All other, except shell fish - 
Total - 


19,974 
95,703 86,902 227,765 


404,852 870,568 1,052,123 1,109,444 


Shell fish :-— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 184,668 255,374 423,173 420,545 
Lobsters 47,717 26,895 105,700 73,401 
Oysters 2,509,000 2,298,000 8,451,000 9,181,000 


Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 52,715 54,201 129,139 165,954 


£ £ 
Brill - - 11; 


659 
- - 56,785 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished j j 30,955 


Total prime fish - 


242,566 


81,117 
293,641 


1,686 
71,785 170,182 170,254 


Sprats - 
Ail other, except shell fish 


Total 1,036,977 


Shell fish :-— 
Crabs - 4,293 
Lobsters 5,434 
Oysters - 30,672 
Other shell fish 30,367 


Total 27,808 70,766 


Total value of fish landed 420,628 1,030,338 1,115,828 


Nors.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


| 
| 
\| | 
1892. 1891. 1892. 1891. 
| 
| | 
Cuts. 
5,203 
25,313 
14,476 
9,919 
Cod - 50,378 110,255 
Haddock - - 161,884 144,007 || 4072 437,580 
Hake 5,584 856 11,222 8,074 
Halibut - - 6,279 8,414 || 10,684 1377 
Herrings - 2,616 2877 | 24,744 39,924 
Ling 12,313 8,618 27,592 26,758 
- 30 25 3,630 45719 
42,921 46,278 109,666 128,482 | 
97,507 
| 
1 
| 
VALUE. | 
73,669 | 84,487 203,267 | | 
Coa : 34052 | 82,480 | 
Haddock ‘ -| 92,009 | 772,602 oscoo | 
Hake - - 5,268 869 11,180 552 
Halibut - - - 15,489 18,284 30,868 24,527 
Herrings - 838 | 1,400 | 7,590 16,069 
Ling 10,143 | 7,877 23,951 20,821 
Mackerel - - - - 8,097 17,673 | 10,428 19,593 
Pilchards - - 8 | 10 702 1,225 
Plaice 49,793 | 56,816 || 188,594 150,687 
419 
4y317 
8,633 
345486 
35,965 
| 
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VIIL—Fisnery 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Scotcu Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March 1892, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1891. ¥ 


|| Three Months ended 
March | March 


! 
1891. 1892. | 1891, 


QUANTITY. 

| Cwts. Cwts. 
2,915 | 2,378 
964 | 1,017 


64,840 141,353 | 154,018 
1,859 || 3,815 4,200 
7,008 | 20,224 24,456 

95,706 | 73% 257,308 297,008 
1,611 |; 1,567 

18,237 | 122,166 175,550 

24,030 896 |! 2,762 33,289 

i 12 


Soles (Lemon Soles) 
Turbot - 


Cod - - 
Eel - - - 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 
Haddock - - 
Halibut - - 
Herrings - - 
Ling - 
Mackerel - 
Saith (Coal Fish} 
kate - 
Sparling - 
prats - - 
Torsk (Tusk) - 
Whiting - - 
All other, except shell fish - 


Total - 


4 §y809 
14,732 
99 

480 
217 
18,751 
34,588 


246,301 123,075 | 666,263 | 776,736 


Shell fish :— No. No. No. 
Crabs 60,966 105,185 || 259,166 
Lobsters 3,192 34,644 || 111,216 
Oysters - 37,8 | 40,200 153,900 

Cuts. Cwts. 

Clams - 2,53 3,061 | 7,597 

Mussels - 2 14,318 || 68,884 

Other shell fish - 899 | 6,807 19,906 


VALUE. 


£ 2 | 2 
Soles (Lemon Soles) | 6805 
Turbot 


2,875 


59,797 
1,835 
17,973 
131,551 
3,606 


Cod - 
- - 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 
Haddock - 
Halibut - 
Herrings - 
Ling - 
Mackerel - 
Saith (Coal Fish) 
Skate - - 


45 

iting 8,347 

All other, except shell fish 6,148 
Total | 288,357 309,337 


Shell fish:— 
Crabs - - 7 1,501 
Lobsters - 5,57: 
Oysters 
Ciams 
Mussels 
Other shell fish 


| 
Total - 16,173 
| 


Total value of fish landed | 105,234 76.995 304,530 


NotE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


| 
| Cwts. | Cw 
‘ | 391 | 
5,982 2,609 15,471 | 
8,100 | 8,620 || 18,825 | 
a 7 | 9 || 52 | 
1,136 120 || 4,871 | 
215 | 127 437 | 
4,877 | 3789 || 13,761 | 
= 7911 | 5,545 | 23,721 | 
| No. 
| 244,470 
96,249 
126,300 
| Cwts. 
13,435 
56,482 
| 15,357 
| 
F 
4,841 
3,392 
« 23,257 19,835 | 69,301 
927 854 | peed 
5,749 4,585 | 20,110 
44,104 83,034 | 432,246 
- 2,210 664 | 2,206 
4,004 2,186 | 28,980. | 41,418 
- 7,865 45267 15,592 | 13,055 
800 398 2,381 | 4,867 
1,750 863 8,247 3,549 
Sparing - = 38 6s | 310 | 560 
Sprats 503 24 617 | 66 
1,224 
547 
| 1,528 
5,176 
| 2,774 
145115 
| 323,459 
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IX.—Fisnery Sraristics.—IRELAND. 


Srarement of the ToraL Quantity and Vatur of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the Irnisu Coasts during the Month and Three Months 
ended 31st March 1892, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1891. 


| 
‘ || Three Months ended 
March i March 


| 
| 
| 


1892. | 


1891. | 1892. 1891. 


QUANTITY. 


Total prime fish 
Haddock - 
Hake - 
Herrings - 


2,428 


1,485 || 5,008 
4,396 | 6,125 96 16,316 


23,004 21,871 | 63,306 


hiting - - - 
All other, except shell fish 


Total - 


Shell fish :— No. | No. 
Crabs) - - 3,520 | | 8,6' 6,110 
Lobsters - 11,244 
Oysters | 5 401,510 

| Cuts. 

Other shell fish 36 | 2,950 


£ 
4,495 
462 


Total prime fish 4,957 


All other, except shell fish - 


Total - - 


114 
2,152 | 3,068 


14,077 15,837 


Shell fish :-— 
Crabs 27 
Lobsters - 285 
Oysters - - 100 
Other shell fish 

Total - - - 2 | 1,569 

Total value of fish landed 14,659 | 33,164 


Norte.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


— 
| 
499 | 
| 
| 
— | 
| 
| — | 
| cwts. | Cute. | 
- 890 580 || 1,24 
1,067 | 758 1,616 | 1,286 
8526 | 6,629 || 18,038 | 20,548 
. - - 2211 | 1,290 || 7,768 6,973 
- - 511 | 497 1,215 | 1,474 
537 | 367 | 1,514 | 1,126 
- - 4,233 | 1,998 | 8,733 | 6,167 
Mackerel - - 145 | 517 | 2,616 
VALUE. 
£ F £ 
Soles - 3,382 6,179 4877 
Turbot - 574 |) 1,011 | 1,007 
3,906 | 7,190 | 5,944 
Haddock - - - 1,269 974 | 4,217 | 4,448 
Hake - - - 432 | 744 || 1,063 1,142 
Herrings - - 149 | 1183 | { 524 363 
Ling - 1,621 727 3,297 2,431 
Mackerel ° 31 2,946 || 195 | 8,040 
42 | 
456 
553 
394 
36,798 
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X.—Corton Retrurns.—Marcn 1892. 


Return of the Numper of Bares of Corron Importep and Exporrep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to INLAND Towns, and Rrerurnep to 
Ports during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March 
1891, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1891. 


Month of Three months ended 
March March 


1891. 


No. No. No. No. 

American 284,726 364,064 || 1,118,438 1,187,688 
Brazilian 8,508 13,616 || 26,041 53,705 
East Indian 12,963 18,135 25,598 43,737 
Egyptian 42,908 23,903 || 132,219 115,943 
Miscellaneous 9,091 4,900 | 22,385 26,860 


Total 358,196 424,618 | 1,324,681 | 7,427,933 


American 26,753 16,059 61,822 
Brazilian 23 10 693 
East Indian 3,899 14,012 18,152 
Egyptian 4,556 1,150 11,747 
Miscellaneous 596 2,613 1,215 


Total 35,827 33,844 93,629 106,877 


Forwarvep from Ports to INLAND Towys. 


241,060 244,223 781,268 803,642 
Brazilian 5,377 10,793 13,714 42,623 
East Indian 4,595 15,229 13,171 388,460 
23,085 24,015 85,190 78,996 
10,659 9,277 27,038 37,251 


Total 284,776 | 303,537 920,381 | 7,000,972 


ForwakDeEp from Intanp Towns to Ports. 


American 227 301 
Brazilian 5 
East Indian 20 
Egyptian 

Miscellaneous 


Total 


500 
1892. | 1891. || 1892. | 
Imports. 
q 
48,865 
118 
46,070 | 
4,793 
| 7,884 
i! 
956 
35 
28 
156 
365 
316 | 337 || 612 | 1,585 
| 
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XI.—PeriopicaL Returns oF Imports anp Exports 


FOR ForEIGN CoUNTRIES. 
SraTEMENT of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CountTrRIEs jn the latest Month for which Returns have 


been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, including 
such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,5,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; 
Lire = 9,8,d.; Drachme = 9,%d.; Lei = 9,%d.; Dollar = 4s, 2d, 


I.—I ports. 


Aggregate for Period of the 
Tatost Value for the Month. Year,including latest Month. 
Name of Country. Month. 


1891. 1890. 1891, 1890. 


Russia in Europe - 4 Roubles 26,577,000 | 37,306,000 321,013,000 351,366,000 


(1892.) (7891.) (1892.) (7897.) 
Frs. = 484,439,000 | 429,479,000 974,396,000 738,122,000 


(1891.) (7890.) (1891.) (1890.) 
Portugal Milreis - 2,233,909 8,271,000 36,054,000 40,805,000 


(1892.) (7891.) (1892.) (7897.) 
Italy ; Lire - 86,176,000 | 88,522,000 156,501,000 170,641,000 


(1891.) (1890.) (1891.) (7890.) 
Greece Drchms. 14,726,000 | 74,052,000 | —- 91,643,000 78,240,000 


Lei = 29,662,000 | $84,169,000 
» 29,257,000 = | 
1892. (7891.) 
United States - - Dollars - 62,720,000 | 62,307,000 


Roumania -{ 
413,426,000 
(1892.) (7891.) 


British India* «| Rupees -5,64,94,088 | 7,03,42,748 | 5,25,23,971 | 58,48,49,998 


II.—Exports. 


| 
Russia in Europe Roubles 56,901,000 | 64,795,000 || 669,146,000 642,335,000 


(1892.) (7891.) (1892.) (7897.) 
France is Frs. 261,118,000 | 284,874,000 500,985,000 | 486,357,000 


(1891.) (7890.) (1891.) 1890. 
Portugal x Milreis - 1,834,000 1,522,000 | 19,203,000 A 
| 
(1892.) (7891.) || (1892.) (7891.) 
Lire - 76,627,000 60,550,000 | 143,314,000 117,497,000 


(1891.) (1890.) (1891.) (7890.) 
Drehms. 21,131,000 | 77,873,000 | 78,160,000 72,019,000 
| 


Lei - 25,501,000 _- | 229,989,000 - 
| 


: 1892. 1891.) || (1892.) (1891. 
United States Dollars 100,138,000 | 82,630,000 | = 


| 
British India* Rupees 9,05,72,653 86,50,17,758 | 80,70,88,145 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 

Notr.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Roumania, the United States and British India, where the figures are “ pose “ Special ”’ 
means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports 
of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


| 
me - -| 
| 
Greece - | Sept. -| 
| 


STATISTICAL TABLES. [Apr. 1892. 


XII—Foreten Trape or Inpta. 


Imports and Exports into and from Bririsu INpIA. 


Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
Countries. Countries.* 


Ten Months ended Ten Months ended 
3lst January 3lst January. 


1891-2. 1890-91. 1891-2. | 1890-94. 


| 

R. R. | R. 
I.—Animals—living - 28,08,579 29,201,534 7,55,782 | 10,718,848 
I1.—Articles of food and drink 6,78,09,638 %27,72,599 | 29,47,48,462 | £7,88,64,768 
IlL—Metals, and Manufactures of— 
A.—Hardware and Cutlery 
(including plated-ware) 1,03,02,530 98,80,468 
B.—Metals - 4,52,31,304 4:70,58,873 


C.—Machinery and mill-work | 1,76,91,841 4,77 87,016 


D.—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) -| 1,27,65,251 1,80,54,086 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials 1,27,27,957 1,20,57,584 | 11,46,36,474 | 77,88,98,639 


V.—Oils 2,15,26,096 2,06,80,946 47,98,908 44,78,512 


VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
fectured articles - 3,11,90,347 8,41,18,624 | 29,51,97,068 | 37,30,77,069 


VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarns snd textile fabrics! 26,98,91,840 | 29,74,83,157 8,24,89,083 8,80,86,894 
B.—Apparel - 1,19,54,102 1,15 48,822 9,53,011 8,944,038 


C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - - 4,86,24,486 4,59,40,289 3,49,02,687 8,23,69,308 


55,25,23,971 | 58,42,49,998 | 82,91,10,985 77,30,20,082 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 


| 
1,246 | 6,088 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
Revorrs of the Annual Series, 1892, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C., &c. 


Place. 


| Guatemala - 
Munich 
Meshed™ 
Para 
Florence 

979 The Hague 
980 Patras 
981 Paris - 
982 Zanzibar 
983 Buenos Ayres 
984 Copenhagen 
985 Stuttgart 

986 New Orleans 
987 New Orleans 
988 Suakin as 
989 Galveston 
990 Berlin 

991 Zanzibar 

992 Guayaquil - 
993 Tonga - 
994 New Orleaus 
995 Mozambique 
996 Galatz - 
997 Nantes - 
998 Algiers 

999 Havre 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources 


Place. Price. 


Argentine Republic.—Report on Emigration to Argentine 
Republic and Demand for Labour, 1891 - 

Russia.—Report on the condition of Labour in Russia - 

Argentine Kepublic.—Report on the Salt Industries of the 
Argentine Republic 

Austria-Hung gary.—Keport on the Timber Trade of Bosnia 
and the Herzegovina - 

Netherlands. —Report on the Evidence taken at Rotterdam 
and Amsterdam by the Dutch Labour Commission - 

Netherlands. — Report on Legislation for Protection of 
Women and Young Children employed in Factories, &e. 

Tunis.—Report on Projected Extension of the Tunisian 
Railway System - - - - 

Bulgaria.—Translation of New Law on Mines’ - 

Netherlands.—Report on the Effects of the Law of 1889 for 
the Protection of Women and Children engaged in 
Factory and other Work 

Egupt.—Report on the Aloe Fibre Industry. of Somali Land 

Roumania.—Report on Roumanian Trade, om 
Danube Navigation from 1881 to 1890 

Denmark.—Statisties of the Town of Copenhagen - A 


- No. | a | Price. 
- - lid. 
- - lid. 
‘ -| ud. 
. . -| Id. 
- -| 10d. 
- - - - - | ld. 
- - - - - - ld. 
- - - - lid. 
. - - -| 1d 
- - - - -| dd. 
- - - 
No. | 
216 
3d. 
217 
218 
d. 
219 | 
13d. 
220 
14d. 
221 $ 
ld. 
222 
4d. 
223 
224 
2d. 
295 ld. 
226 
ld. 
297 1d. 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


_ The following reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued by the Colonial Office, and may be purchased from Messrs. Ryre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


Colony. 


Basutoland (Goyvernor’s Visit) 
British New Guinea - 
Natal - - 
Malta - - 

British Guiana - 
Barbados . 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Western Australia - 

Gold Coast (Agricultural) 
Labuan -. - 

Jamaica 
Falkland Islands - 
Basutoland - 

Sierra Leone - 

Fiii - 

Hong Kong - 

St. Helena - 


New Series or Cotonrat Rerorts.—ANNUAL. 


British Honduras - 
Mauritius - - 
British Bechuanaland 
Victoria - - 
Newfoundland - 
British New Guinea 
St. Vincent 
Bermuda - - 
Leeward Islands - 
St. Lucia ~ 
Bahames - 
Turks and Caicos Island 
Gibraltar - - 
Zuivland 
Sierra Leone 
Barbados - 
Falkland Islands 
Labuan - 
British Honduras - 
Basutoland - - 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Leeward Islands - 
Grenada - - 
Straits Settlements 
British Guiana - 
St. Helena - 
Mauritius 

Gambia - 

Hong Kong 

| Ceylon 

Lagos 

| Lagos - 

Ceylon - 

| Newfoundland 

| Jamaica - 

Victoria 


1 
2 
3 
5 
6 
8 
9 


No. | | Year. al 
102 - - - - 1890 
103 - | 1888-89 
‘ 104 - - - 1889 
109 -. % ” 
110 | - - - - 1890 
lll - 1889 
112 - - 
a 114 - - - - | 1889-90 
115 - 1889 
116 - - 
- - 1889 
- | 1889-90 
= - - 1889 if 
” 
- - | 1889-90 
= = ” 
10 - - 1890 
14 - - - - 
20 = - - ~ | 1890-91 
21 ~ - 1890 
23 - - - - = 
24 - - - - 
a 25 - - 
30 = - - 1889 % 
31 = - - - - 
32 - - - 1890 
33 ‘ i! 4 
35 - - | 1889-91 
36 - - - -| 1990 j 
| - 
a 


( 
te 


